Sunday, December 6, 2009

LIVING THE GOSPEL
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ADVENT ACTIVITIES FOR ALL!

Before we get too worried about preparing for Christmas, and too busy doing
too many things that we think are important or necessary 1 we wish to invite
everyone to participate in a special Advent Activity planned for this afternoon:

SAINT NICHOLAS DAY CONCERT
DECEMBER 6 at 3:00 P.M. IN CHURCH

This afternoon, we invite everyone to come for a brief Concert and Sign-Along.
The members of Schola as well as other Saint Kenneth musicians will offer us songs
of the season to help put the Spirit of Christmas into our hearts. The afternoon
music presentation will delight people of all ages; from the youngest of children to
those who -atheafnyoong Do n & foin bsas we us our nusiaplagifts and talents to
bring joy and gladness to each other during this season of hope and expectation.

e

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

On Tuesday, in the calendar of the church, we celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of
Mary. The schedule of services for this Holy Day will be:
Tuesday, December 8 1 Mass at 9:00 am and 7:00 pm
Pray that we will be free from sin through the grace of Baptism and the celebration of reconciliation
as Mary was free from sin from the first moment of her conception. Pray for mothers, that they, like

Saint Anne (the mother of Mary), might raise thei
T

THANKSGIVING APPRECIATION

Thank you to everyone who contributed money or food during the Thanksgiving holiday to meet the
needs of the poor. The response of our parish to the needs of the poor in our community is truly
overwhelming! On behalf of those who have received from our abundance - GOD BLESS YOU!
-
Several years ago | found a little practical book of suggestions to help people through the stress of
the holiday season. The book isentitedA How t o Have a P ebyfHelantsolde.iHeri st ma
practical suggestions should help each of us simplify so that we may enjoy the holidays ahead. She
wr i tlrespite of ffears of experience, and more than enough intelligence to know better, most of us
still hold dear some version of the perfect Christmas deep in our hearts. It is a vision made up of
childhood memories, high hopes, and unrealistic expectations. But we always believe that we can make
it happen if only we try hard enough. The factis i we try too hard. We try to create and live a fantasy.
We try to make it perfect, and instead Christmas becomes an annual crazy-making event. The harder
we work at making Christmas perfect, the more likely we are to fall flat on our weary faces. Perfect is
not possible. It is not part of the human condition, nor is it even a definable goal. Real life is not
choreographed, it is chaotic. Accepting that, we
The following are some of the suggestions she makes. It is my early Christmas gift to you:

Accept the fact that holidays, like people are not perfect.

Remember, happiness is wanting what you have, not having what you want.

Contemplate the unique symmetry of a single snowflake.

Plan a Christmas menu knowing that the cook deserves a holiday, too.

Accept the fact that the cold outside makes you feel warm inside.

ifSome assembly requiredo does not mean you car
Listen well to someone who is feeling disappointed.

Remember that holiday cheer does not come in a bottle.

Assess your expectations of yourself and others. Then, lower them.

Live every moment and cherish it.

Understand that only you can make yourself less busy.

Be spiritual. Continued on page 2
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Allow yourself to grieve for people who are no longer with you.

Cut your social calendar in half.

If one store is out of something, resolve not to look for that item
elsewhere.

Bake cookies only as long as you enjoy the process.

Resolve to set time aside for yourself. Seek rest.

ElIl'i minate the word fishouldo from wh
others.

Don6t expect to have the perfect gi
they.

Ask someone how he or she is coping. Listen to what they say.
Dondt f i gihparkihngo nstead, en®yewalking in the fresh air.
Wrap no more than five presents at a time.

Ring bells.

Learn to let go of little resentments.

Sip cocoa with candy canes.

Expect any advertised special to be sold out.

Understand that alcohol is worse than ice on the highway.

Give of yourself. Donét give up on
Make snow angels.
Donét shop for friends. Go to lunc

Sympathize with a store clerk.

Try to enjoy your guests, not impress them.

Remember that ads are designed to create desire.

Appreciate humor in every situation.

Realize that the dinner will not be ready on time, nor will the guests.

Resist the urge to make a gingerbread house.

Know that material gifts are not the measure of friendship, nor can they
create love.

Know that good friends are better than big packages.

Practice hugging.

Sing or listen to Christmas music everyday.

Ask for help in the kitchen.

Food is good. Too much food is not good.

Rel ax and enjoy, youbve done everyt
Have a Merry Christmas!
.

READY YOUR HEART

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Dondt | et the hustle and bustl e of ge
Christmas prevent you from readying your heart for the Feast of Christmas.
The next few weeks will find all of us living life at a very hectic pace. Now is the
time to plan to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, in either the

i ndividual or communal setting. Donot
for the last minute. Plan now and put it on your calendar so that when the time
comes you will be ready to receive the

convenience the Schedule for Reconciliation follows:
PRIVATE PENANCE:

Saturday, December 12 at 3:30 pm

Wednesday, December 16 at 7:00 pm (with our Logos Students)

Monday, December 21 at 7:00 pm (with several visiting priests)
COMMUNAL PENANCE:

Saturday, December 19 at 1:00 pm

Sunday, December 20 at 1:00 pm

Plan ahead, and participate at a time and in a way which is most beneficial

for you. For most of us, readying our heart is the most important of all our
Advent preparations. Continued on page 4



Stewardship Opportunities
% This Week in our Parish

Sunday, December 6

9:00 AM RCIA
9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
6:00 PM High School Youth Group
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous

Monday, December 7

10:00 AM Senior Exercise
5:00 PM CFP
6:45 PM Speak Easy Toastmaster
7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only)

Tuesday, December 8

10:00 AM  Senior Weaving
5:00 PM CFP
6:45 PM Stephen Ministry Supervision

Wednesday, December 9

10:00 AM Senior Exercise
6:30 PM Confirmation Session
7:00 PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting

Thursday, December 10

6:30 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM RCIA

7:00 PM Stewardship Commission
7:15 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday, December 11

No Meetings Scheduled

Saturday, December 12

10:00 AM Santads Wor kshop
4:00 PM Cookie Walk Drop Off

Sunday, December 13

8:30 AM Cookie Walk Sale

9:00 AM RCIA

9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday

8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous

? What changes do | need to make so that | can be a
of the week Christds
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Scripture
Reading

Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5:1-9; Psalm 126;
Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6

Saint Ambrose, bishop, doctor
Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 85;
Luke 5:17-26

The Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Psalm 98;
Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12;
Luke 1:26-38

Isaiah 40:25-31; Psalm 103;
Matthew 11:28-30

Isaiah 41:13-20; Psalm 145;
Matthew 11:11-15

Saint Damasus |, pope
Isaiah 48:17-19; Psalm 1;
Matthew 11:16-19

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zechariah 2:14-17; Psalm 80;
Luke 1:26-38

Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Isaiah 12:2-6;
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18

dign

joy and peace|]f
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ADVENT GIVING TREE

Our annual Advent Giving Tree continues this
weekend. Most of you are familiar with the concept of
taking a gift tag from the trees located in the Gathering
Space and fulfilling the gift request. We remind you that all
gifts should be returned to the Church or Parish Office by
NOON NEXT SUNDAY, December 13. If for whatever
reason you cannot fulfill the gift request, please return the
gift tag.

Thanking you in advance for your support and
cooperation. May God reward you for your generosity and

kindness! e
BIRTHDAY GRATITUDE!

| want to express my appreciation to all who made my
birthday last Thursday such a wonderful experience. Thank
you for your kindness, thank you for the cards, thank you
for your generous gifts, and thank you for your love! | thank
God each day for this assignment and for the wonderful
people who call Saint Kenneth their parish.

Tombés t hought: Department s
help for the busy holiday season. By doing this, customers
who donét know what they wa
don6ét know where it is!

Have an amazing Advent!

Fr. Tom Belczak

HAVE YOU BEEN
THINKING ABOUT GOD
LATELY?

Perhaps this is a special time of life for
you. Renew your inner life at our parish
weekend retreat for men at St. Paul of
the Cross Retreat Center on January
2224, 2010. The t herme——hK
God of Jesus. 0 Youol I be a
help you find God in your daily experience and what peace
this awareness can bring you. Call in your reservation now:
Lane Ritter at (734) 420-2392 or the Retreat Center at (313)
535-9563.

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP

meets at
Marycrest Manor Nursing Home
15475 Middlebelt Road, Livonia
the second Thursday of each month
at 6:00 PM
in the Conference Room

Open to all caregivers who are in need of a Support Group.
New Members are welcome.

For further information, please contact Marycrest at (734)
427-9175.

Stewardship Opportunities
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GETTING THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS
BEREAVEMENT WORKSHOPS

Recognizing how difficult it is to cope with the loss of a
loved one during the holidays, the Bereavement Dept. staff
of Angela Hospice has  developed a workshop for chil-
dren. There is no cost for this workshop.

CHI LDRENGS HOLI DAY WORI
Sunday, December 6, 2009
2:30-4:30pm
At St. Edith Church

This workshop is for children ages 5-12 who will be accom-

panied by a parent or adult. During this workshop, the chil-

dren will make a holiday wreath in memory of their de-

ceased loved ones. Pizza and beverage will be served.

Please call Sally Loughrin at (734) 464-2683 to register.

QIS LET8S STAY
<) CONNECTED! j:'
I =

I f you have disconnected]|yo
phone is now your primary phone number, please call
Barb Brennan or Rosie Marsh at the parish offices so
we may update our records! THANKS!
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Faith Formation Happening ';DEVC%\EEQLQNF

At-A Glance _ A WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9

Take a few hours out of your busy week to

spend some time in a quiet place with the Lord.

The day is led by our Passionist priests and

includes conferences, personal time for quiet
reflection, Sacraments of Reconciliation and

Eucharist and a delicious hot lunch.

Cost: $18 per person é Space is av
individuals. Please call Sharon Buttwill at (734) 459-3718 or Marcia

Guerra at St. Paul of the Cross Passionist Retreat and Conference

Center at (313) 535-9563.

4 L
Our next ,.,
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION =
SESSION
Is Wednesday, December 9th /@
From 6:30-8:00pm Con ﬁrmatton

STUDENTS IN GRADES 6-8

You are invited to Divine Child School in Dearborn on Friday,
December 11, 2009 for:

CHILDREN PROVIDE FOR TERRIBLE CAROLING

THE POOR

Parent-led groups are sent out into the neighborhood surrounding
Divine Child Parish to perform their worse caroling ever! To make the
singing stop, neighbors will have to make a donation to the food pantry.

# Shenfttfe BaPoling is dbhe, th Sstudents &ifl 8 to the school for an

ornament craft giveaway. Hot chocolate and cookies will be served.

Cost is $10.00 per student. Contact Mary Lippert for details and
permission slips at mary@stkenneth.org
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Youth Happenings...

Check out our Youth Group
Calendar on-line at:
www.stkenneth.org/youth

HSYG December 6", 2009

Candy Cane Chaos!

Ever forked someoneds
concept, just using candy canes.
Come with one address.

On our return, we will have
Christmas dinner and gag-gift exchange!

HEY! HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS!

Eastern Michigan University
Sports Night
Saturday, December 12

Schedule

8:00pm  Arrive at EMU

8-10pm  Pool is open

10:00pm Pizza

10:45pm Clean up, prayer, departure

RSVP BY DECEMBER 9™ TO MARY LIPPERT
mary@stkenneth.org

What to do at EMU: basketball, volleyball, swimming pool,
game room, racquetball, foosball, air hockey, weight room,
or just hang out!

==
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