Sunday, December 13, 2009

LIVING THE GOSPEL

BELCZAK’S BULLETIN

GIVING TREE GIFTS DUE TODAY!

Our annual Advent Giving Tree concludes this weekend. Most of
you are familiar with the concept of taking a gift tag from the trees
located in the Gathering Space and fulfilling the gift request. We
remind you that all gifts should be returned to the Church or Parish
Office by NOON TODAY, December 13. If for whatever reason you
cannot fulfill the gift request, please return the gift tag.

Thanking you in advance for your support and cooperation. May
God reward you for your generosity and kindness!

e

FINAL PENANCE OPPORTUNITIES
There is still time to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation prior to Christmas,
but time is running out! Please plan ahead and take advantage of the scheduled times
for receiving God’s forgiveness.
For your convenience the Schedule for Reconciliation follows:
PRIVATE PENANCE:
Wednesday, December 16 at 7:00 pm (with our Logos Students) — Many
Priests available
Monday, December 21 at 7:00
COMMUNAL PENANCE:
Saturday, December 19 at 1:00 pm
Sunday, December 20 at 1:00 pm
Plan ahead, and participate at a time and in a way which is most beneficial for you.
For most of us, readying our heart is the most important of all our Advent preparations.

o

THE CUSTOM OF THE CHRISTMAS WAFER

Christmas is a time of family traditions and customs. Often at this time | reminisce
about the past and remember how our family would always gather at Grandma’s
house on Christmas Eve to celebrate the vigil with the traditional Polish meal known as
WIGILIA. Various family members prepared nine different dishes. Because of the
strict fasting regulations at that time, all of the dishes were meatless. The nine entrees
represented the nine months of Mary’s pregnancy.

As the time of the meal approached, everyone would gather around the table for
the customary sharing of the OPLATEK, the Polish Christmas Wafer. Grandma,
affectionately known as “Busia,” would take the Oplatek and reverently break off a
piece and pass it on to the next family member with a prayer and a good wish. We
would wish each other a “Merry Christmas” and exchange a hug or a kiss. This family
ceremony lasted a few minutes, but the memories of the loved exchanged lasted a
lifetime. Afterwards, we would sit down and enjoy our meal.

This Christmas custom is an old one. Perhaps you would like to make this a
tradition in your family. Again, this year the Christmas Wafers are
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available at the doors of the church. Our entire parish staff offers
you this bread as a token of our appreciation for all that you have
shared with us. We offer it with our best wishes for a Christmas
blessed with peace and prosperity. | sincerely hope that you will
take home a package of the Christmas Wafer and use them in
your home on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. By the time the
wafer is broken and exchanged and the holiday greetings shared,
each member of the gathering should end up with a mouthful of
wafer pieces, an earful of good wishes, and a heart full of love.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!

e
The end of this calendar year is upon us, so it might be wise to do
some tax planning prior to December 31, Any and all donations
to Saint Kenneth are tax deductible. We can also accept stocks
and bonds that have increased in value for a significant tax
savings to the donor. An extra bonus is the fact that donations
made at Christmas are exempt from the 6% diocesan tax on all
parish income. If you have any questions, please contact our
bookkeeper, Rosie Marsh.

e

Q: Where does Santa keep his money?
A: In snow banks!

Tom’s Thoughts: “Show me one of Santa’s helpers and | will show
you a subordinate clause!”

Have an amazing Advent!

fr. TomBelcgak

DID YOU KNOW???

Eucharist Adoration is offered most Tuesdays, in church, here at
St. Kenneth. The Most Holy Eucharist is on display after 9:00am
liturgy and is diposed at 4:30pm. Adoration is subject to short
notice cancelation on the occasion of a funeral.

In an effort to keep all of us safe, please do not park
your car in the exit driveway. Should the need arise
(and it has), it does not leave enough room for an
emergency vehicle to enter or exit. It also backs up the
exit traffic once Mass is over as two lanes cannot be
formed in the exit drive. Thank you for your
cooperation!




Stewardship Opportunities
3 This Week in our Parish

Sunday, December 13

8:30 AM Cookie Walk Sale

9:00 AM RCIA

9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday

8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous

Monday, December 14

10:00 AM Senior Exercise
5:00 PM CFP
7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only)

Tuesday, December 15

10:00 AM Senior Weaving
5:00 PM CFP
7:00 PM Catechist In-Service

Wednesday, December 16

10:00 AM Senior Exercise
5:45 PM Logos Session

Thursday, December 17

6:30 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal
7:00 PM RCIA
7:15 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday, December 18

11:00 AM Stephen Ministry Leaderships
7:00 PM Junior High Youth Group

Saturday, December 19

1:00 PM Communal Penance
5:30 PM Blood Pressure Screening

Sunday, December 20

8:30 AM Blood Pressure Screening
9:00 AM RCIA
9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
1:00 PM Communal Penance
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous

? What anxieties/fears do I need to put in God’s hands so
of the week that I can be open to His joy and peace?
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Scripture
Readings

Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Isaiah 12:2-6;
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18

Saint John of the Cross
Nehemiah 24:2-7,15-17a; Psalm 25;
Matthew 21:23-27

Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Psalm 34;
Matthew 21:28-32

Isaiah 45:6b-8,18, 21b-25; Psalm 85;
Luke 7:18b-23

Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalm 72;
Matthew 1:1-17

Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72;
Matthew 1:18-25

Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalm 71;
Luke 1:5-25

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:1-4a; Psalm 80;
Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45
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Stewardship Opportunities

YOU ARE INVITED ...

. to spend a relaxing,
spiritually insightful weekend with
the men of our parish Friday
evening to Sunday noon,
January 22-24, 2010 at St. Paul’s
Retreat Center. This year’s
retreat theme is “Knowing the God of Jesus.”
For information or reservations call Lane Ritter
at (734) 420-2392 or the Retreat Center at (313)

FLOWER: FAMILIES LIVE OUT THE WORD

COOKIE WALK TODAY
Sunday, December 13th

535-9563.
Lo D76
&J
8:30am - 1:00pm or until we sell
out! Please follow the signs for

our Cookie Walk sale today to create your own
box of homemade Christmas goodies made by
your fellow parishioners.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE BY BUD OZAR

DUE BACK

TODAY AT
NOON!
QIS LET’S STAY
&_.( CONNECTED! /

If you have disconnected your “land line” and a cell
phone is now your primary phone number, please call
Barb Brennan or Rosie Marsh at the parish offices so
we may update our records! THANKS!

NEED A NOTARY????
If you are in need of a notary, contact Rosie Marsh
in the parish offices at (734) 927-1255. She will
schedule a convenient time for you to come in.
Oh, and it’s free!

NEEDED:
VOLUNTEERS




Stewardship Opportunities

28" ANNUAL ST. AIDAN
ADULT CHOIR
CONCERT

ST. DUNSTAN

CHRISTMAS DAY
DINNER
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If you have a vehicle you have been considering
donating, please call Charity Motors Car Donation
Program at 313-255-1000 and tell them you want
to donate your vehicle and designate the pro-
ceeds to:

“ST. KENNETH CSA”

You will receive a tax deduction while helping our
faith community!

FACTS about CHARITY MOTORS:

1. Charity Motors has non-profit, tax-exempt
status, and all donations are issued in the
name of Charity Motors.

2. Charity Motors handles all the necessary pa-
perwork related to transferring the title out of
the donor’s name.

3. Charity Motors has trained staff to answer any
guestions the donor may have.

4. Charity Motors has blue book appraisal guides
available to help you determine the fair market
value of your vehicle.

5. Charity Motors will arrange to pick up the vehi-
cle for free!

6. Charity Motors will provide you with the neces-
sary IRS forms to file your taxes.

7. Charity Motors returns 70 percent of the car’s
selling price back to the designated charities.

8. Charity Motors is licensed by the State to re-
ceive and sell donated vehicles.

9. Charity Motors is a member of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau and has received their highest
rating.

10. Charity Motors has assisted over 25,000 low
income individuals with transportation assis-
tance.

11.Charity Motors is audited annually by the ac-
counting firm of Plante & Moran.

12.Currently Charity Motors is distributing over
$40,000 a week to worthy organizations in our
community.

Simply call Charity Motors at
313-255-1000 and reference
“St. Kenneth CSA”
as the YOUR charity of choice!
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Faith Formation Happenings
At-A Glance

FOOD!

Join us as we bring in the New Year with a

New Year’s Eve Eve Dance!

Where: St. Colette Activity Center
17600 Newburgh
Livonia MI 48152

‘When: Wednesday, December 30, 2009

DANCING!
$4.00 ADMISSION

For Who: All High School Students
(grades 9-12)

-
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Questions: Call Mary 734-927-1253
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Youth Happenings...

Check out our Youth Group
Calendar on-line at:
www.stkenneth.org/youth

Junior High Youth Group
Grades 6-8

Christmas Party

Friday December 16", 2009
7:00pm — 9:00pm
At the Youth Center @ Becky’s House

Cookie Decorating Contest
And
$5.00 Gift Exchange*

kkkkRK

*Please bring your gift wrapped
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¥ New Parishioners

¥  May They Rest in Peace

¥ Newly Baptized

¥ Newly Married

3 Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 12

4:30 PM  Bernard & Margaret Lambert, requested by John Lambert
Albert & Kazmiera Mech, requested by Arthur & Eugenia Mech
John Alfonsi, requested by Josephine Alfonsi
Catherine Murphy, requested by Tom & Marilynn Murphy
Frances MacLean, requested by Family & Friends
Kevin Looney, requested by the Family

Sunday, December 13
7:30 AM  Stephen Mueller, requested by Ray & Carole Mueller
Ned Pfeiffer, requested by Mary Pfeiffer
Wayne McKenzie, requested by Denice & the Stephen Ministers
9:00 AM  Ann Early, requested by John Early
11:00 AM Phyllis Albis, requested by Michael Albis
Cecelia Rygiel, requested by Piasecki Family
Wayne McKenzie, requested by Denice & the Stephen Ministers

Monday, December 14
9:00 AM  People of St. Kenneth

Tuesday, December 15

9:00 AM Ralph & Ann Todd, requested by Patricia Andersen
Poul V. Andersen, requested by Patricia Andersen
Beatrice Ekdahl, requested by McNamara Family
Doris Ranski-Zazula, requested by Maureen Perri

7:00 PM  People of St. Kenneth

Wednesday, December 16
No Mass

Thursday, December 17
9:00 AM  People of St. Kenneth

Friday, December 18
9:00 AM  Jennie Kochan (1st Anniversary), requested by Annette McClellan

Saturday, December 19

4:30 PM  Michael Eicher, requested by the Eicher Family
Bernard & Josephine Belczak, requested by the Belczak Family
Edward & Clara Belczak, requested by the Belczak Family
Gregg Hensel, requested by McLean & Hensel Family
Catherine Murphy, requested by Tom & Marilynn Murphy

Sunday, December 20

7:30 AM  Fr. Bill Pettit, requested by Cy Pettit & Family

9:00 AM  Ann Early, requested by John Early
Michele Stanton, requested by the Family
Antonio & Pauline Reitano, requested by Dorothy Roland
Betty LaMonica, requested by Pat Norton

11:00 AM Rosemary O’Brien, requested by Mary Yoches & Patrick O’'Hara
Henry Sapulski, requested by his Wife & Children
John Cotant, requested by Kathleen Cotant
Maurice & Julia Fitzgerald, requested by Kathleen Cotant
Bernard Byle, requested by the Family

If you have requested a mass intention and would like to take the offertory
gifts to the altar at that mass, please notify an usher upon your arrival.




T Please Pray for...
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Jacqueline Acs
Bonnie Arrington
Mary Lou Bezaire
Carl Bolognino
Lavanna Card
Helen Clinansmith
Amy Dwyer

Bill Dyer
Raymond Fano
Emma Goyette
Edward Hall
Carla Hardwick
Karen Jamison
Sam Kallinen
Tracie Kelp

Tom Lazorka
Virginia Mardeusz
Nicole Maurer
Donald McMillan
Brendan Meyer
Terese Meyer
Kathy Milczarski
Aurora Monico
Jerilynn Nelson

Jim Noetzel, Jr.
Maurene Nygard
Mike O’Sullivan
Joe Pace, Sr.
Bill Peters

Mary Pfeiffer
Emily Pichan
Lottie Plank
Peter Pochodaj
Doris Ranski
Mary Reys
Cynthia Rodriguez
Maria Santoro
James Sciba
Michelle Skinner
Rose Smith
Judy Smock
Larry Sohn
Vicky Stevens
Gary Temple
Mark Tomasi
Joseph Whitlow
Danny Zerafa

To have someone enrolled on the prayer list, please call the church office. Names will
be listed for four weeks unless the office is notified that the condition continues and
that prayers are still needed.

F Pray for our Military

Nathan Albanese, Army
Anthony Allen, Marines
Ashley Allen, Marines
Greg Anderson, Navy
Steven Anderson, Marines
Paul Crandall, Army
Marcus Dandrea, Marines
Bradley Davis, Marines
Greg Davis, Air Force
Megan Gagnon, Air Force
Rick Giles, Army

Jada Grindstaff, Army

James Hamblin, Marines
Shawn Madish, Navy
Matt Mosteiko, Army
Tom Newhouse, Marines
Brian Owens, Army

Nyle Pfeefer, Army

Ryan Rays, Navy

Sarah Rowe, Coast Guard
Doug Siemonsma, Navy
Bryan Silveri, Navy
Dennis Thompson, Army
Amber Wald, Army

In gratitude for the sacrifices of our loved ones in the armed forces and their families,
we are gathering the names and service branches of those currently serving our
country, and requesting parishioners pray for these brave people. If you would like to
add a person to our Military Prayer Request List, please call Barb at 420-3031.

T Advertiser of the Week

BARONE LAW OFFICLS, PL.C
607 S. MAIN ST., PLYMOUTH

The St. Kenneth Witness & Worship is furnished to the parish free of charge. The
advertisements that appear in our weekly bulletin completely defray all publishing
costs. When you patronize this sponsor or any of our sponsors be sure to thank them
for their generous stewardship!

T Birthday Blessings

December 13

December 17

December 14

December 18

December 15

December 19

December 16
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Stewardship
Matters

Remember: STEWARDSHIP
MATTERS

ST KENNETH CATHOLIC

COMMUNITY

14951 HAGGERTY RD.
PLYMOUTH MI 48170
(734) 420-0288
FAX (734) 420-2921
WWW.STKENNETH.ORG

FR.THOMAS BELCZAK
Pastor
padretom@stkenneth.org

PARISH CREDIT UNION
Catholic Parishes Fed. Credit Union
36111 Five Mile Rd., Livonia 48154
(734) 432-0212

REGIONAL GRADE SCHOOL

All Saints Catholic School

Ms. Kristin Strausbaugh, Principal
(734) 459-2490

Witness & Worship article deadline:
Noon of Friday one week prior to publication
bulletin@stkenneth.org

LITURGY
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
Friday: 9:00 AM
Tuesday: 7:00 PM
No mass on Wednesday
Saturday: 4:30 PM
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 AM,
Holy Days: 9:00 AM and 7:00 PM

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday:
9:00 AM-12:00 noon, 1:00-8:00 PM
Thursday, Friday
9:00 AM-12:00 noon, 1:00-4:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon

SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30 PM
Baptism: Contact Office for
Parents' Meeting.
Marriage: Make arrangements six
months in advance for pre-marriage
conference.

REGISTRATION
Come to the office to introduce yourself
during regular parish office hours.

PARISH COUNCIL
4th Monday of each month at 7:00 PM.
All are welcome.
President:
Mark Moening (734) 464-6922 or
Mark.E.Moening@snapon.com

PARISH PERSONNEL
Parish Receptionist
Pat Zygner, 420-0288

pat@stkenneth.org

Business Manager
Rosie Marsh, 927-1255
rosie@stkenneth.org

Office Support
Barb Brennan, 420-0288
barb_brennan@stkenneth.org

Music Director
Amy Sauve, 420-3678
amy@stkenneth.org

Maintenance Supervisor
Asher Partin, 420-0123
asher@stkenneth.org

FATITH FORMATION
Coordinator of Faith Formation
Gretchen Hennen, 420-3031
gretchen@stkenneth.org

Administrative Asst to CFP & FRE
Barb Fugate, 420-3031
barb_fugate@stkenneth.org

Coordinator of LOGOS &
Youth Ministries
Mary Lippert, 927-1253
mary@stkenneth.org

Administrative Asst to LOGOS &
Confirmation
Jonell Traylor, 927-1254
jonell@stkenneth.org

LAST WORD
Trust




