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ST. KENNETH  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY  

14951 N. Haggerty Road  ~  Plymouth, MI 

W ITNESS & WORSHIP 

 
  

Continued on page  2 

GIVING TREE GIFTS DUE TODAY! 
 Our annual Advent Giving Tree concludes this weekend.  Most of  
you are familiar with the concept of taking a gift tag from the trees  
located in the Gathering Space and fulfilling the gift request.  We  
remind you that all gifts should be returned to the Church or Parish  
Office by NOON TODAY, December 13. If for whatever reason you  
cannot fulfill the gift request, please return the gift tag. 
 Thanking you in advance for your support and cooperation.  May  
God reward you for your generosity and kindness! 
  
       

FINAL PENANCE OPPORTUNITIES 
 There is still time to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation prior to Christmas, 
but time is running out!  Please plan ahead and take advantage of the scheduled times 
for receiving Godôs forgiveness. 
 For your convenience the Schedule for Reconciliation follows: 

PRIVATE PENANCE:  
Wednesday, December 16 at 7:00 pm (with our Logos Students) ï Many 

Priests available 
Monday, December 21 at 7:00 

COMMUNAL PENANCE: 
 Saturday, December 19 at 1:00 pm 
 Sunday, December 20 at 1:00 pm 

 Plan ahead, and participate at a time and in a way which is most beneficial for you.  
For most of us, readying our heart is the most important of all our Advent preparations. 
 
 

THE CUSTOM OF THE CHRISTMAS WAFER 
 Christmas is a time of family traditions and customs.  Often at this time I reminisce 
about the past and remember how our family would always gather at Grandmaôs 
house on Christmas Eve to celebrate the vigil with the traditional Polish meal known as 
WIGILIA.  Various family members prepared nine different dishes.  Because of the 
strict fasting regulations at that time, all of the dishes were meatless.  The nine entrees 
represented the nine months of Maryôs pregnancy. 
 As the time of the meal approached, everyone would gather around the table for 
the customary sharing of the OPLATEK, the Polish Christmas Wafer.  Grandma,      
affectionately known as ñBusia,ò would take the Oplatek and reverently break off a 
piece and pass it on to the next family member with a prayer and a good wish.  We 
would wish each other a ñMerry Christmasò and exchange a hug or a kiss.  This family 
ceremony lasted a few minutes, but the memories of the loved exchanged lasted a   
lifetime.  Afterwards, we would sit down and enjoy our meal. 
 This Christmas custom is an old one.  Perhaps you would like to make this a        
tradition in your family.  Again, this year the Christmas Wafers are   
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available at the doors of the church.  Our entire parish staff offers 
you this bread as a token of our appreciation for all that you have 
shared with us.  We offer it with our best wishes for a Christmas 
blessed with peace and prosperity. I sincerely hope that you will 
take home a package of the Christmas Wafer and use them in 
your home on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day.  By the time the 
wafer is broken and exchanged and the holiday greetings shared, 
each member of the gathering should end up with a mouthful of 
wafer pieces, an earful of good wishes, and a heart full of love. 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
 

The end of this calendar year is upon us, so it might be wise to do 
some tax planning prior to December 31st.  Any and all donations 
to Saint Kenneth are tax deductible.  We can also accept stocks 
and bonds that have increased in value for a significant tax 
savings to the donor.  An extra bonus is the fact that donations 
made at Christmas are exempt from the 6% diocesan tax on all 
parish income.  If you have any questions, please contact our 
bookkeeper, Rosie Marsh.   
     
    

Q:  Where does Santa keep his money? 
A:  In snow banks! 
 
Tomôs Thoughts: ñShow me one of Santaôs helpers and I will show 
you a subordinate clause!ò 
        

    Have an amazing Advent! 

     Fr. Tom Belczak  

      
 
 

DID YOU KNOW???  
 

Eucharist Adoration is offered most Tuesdays, in church, here at 
St. Kenneth.  The Most Holy Eucharist is on display after 9:00am 
liturgy and is diposed at 4:30pm.  Adoration is subject to short 
notice cancelation on the occasion of a funeral. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     In an effort to keep all of us safe, please do not park 
   your car in the exit driveway.  Should the need arise 
   (and it has), it does not  leave enough room for an 
   emergency vehicle to enter or exit.  It also backs up the 
   exit traffic once Mass is over as two lanes cannot be 
   formed in the exit drive.  Thank you for your  
   cooperation! 

A Prayer of   

Stewardship 
   

We thank you, 

most loving and 

generous Creator, 

for the abundance 

you have bestowed on us, 

your servant people. 

May we use your gifts to   

 build your kingdom;  

to help the poor, 

as you commanded; 

to bring light to a world 

in darkness. 

May we be faithful to your 

commandments. 

Bless the people in our lives

 that we may help each 

 other grow in your love. 

We pray in union with  

 Jesus Christ  and  

 the Holy Spirit. 

     

   Amen 

Continued on page  4 
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Sunday, December 13 
 

  8:30 AM Cookie Walk Sale 
  9:00 AM RCIA 
  9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

Monday, December 14 
 

10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
  5:00 PM CFP 
  7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only) 
 

Tuesday, December 15 
 

10:00 AM Senior Weaving 
  5:00 PM CFP 
  7:00 PM Catechist In-Service  
 

Wednesday, December 16 
 

     10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
       5:45 PM Logos Session 
 

Thursday, December 17 
 

  6:30 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal 
  7:00 PM RCIA 
  7:15 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 

Friday, December 18 
 

11:00 AM Stephen Ministry Leaderships 
  7:00 PM Junior High Youth Group 

 

Saturday, December 19 
 

  1:00 PM Communal Penance  
  5:30 PM        Blood Pressure Screening 

 

Sunday, December 20 
 

  8:30 AM Blood Pressure Screening 
  9:00 AM RCIA 
  9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
  1:00 PM Communal Penance 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

Week of December 13, 2009 
 

Sunday, December 13 
Third Sunday of Advent 
 Zephaniah 3:14-18a; Isaiah 12:2-6; 
 Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18 
 

Monday, December 14 
Saint John of the Cross  
 Nehemiah 24:2-7,15-17a; Psalm 25; 
 Matthew 21:23-27 
 

Tuesday, December 15 
 Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Psalm 34;  
 Matthew 21:28-32 
 

Wednesday, December 16 
 Isaiah 45:6b-8,18, 21b-25; Psalm 85; 
 Luke 7:18b-23 
 

Thursday, December 17 
 Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Psalm 72;  
 Matthew 1:1-17 
 

Friday, December 18 
 Jeremiah 23:5-8; Psalm 72;  
 Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Saturday, December 19 
 Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Psalm 71;  
 Luke 1:5-25 
 

Sunday , December 20 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 Micah 5:1-4a; Psalm 80;  
 Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45 

This Week in our Parish 

of the week 

What anxieties/fears do I need to put in Godõs hands so 

that I can be open to His joy and peace? 
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A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE BY BUD OZAR 
 
 

When the crowds in todayôs gospel asked 
ñWhat shall we do?ò the Baptist was very 
clear: share. Resist giving token obligatory 
Christmas gifts. Instead, give necessities to 
the poor. If those who have nothing or very 
little  are  not  on  your  Christmas  list,  you 
missed the point of Christmas.  

NEED A NOTARY???? 
If you are in need of a notary, contact Rosie Marsh 
in the parish offices at (734) 927-1255.  She will 
schedule a convenient time for you to come in.  
Oh, and itôs free! 

FLOWER:  FAMILIES LIVE OUT THE  WORD  
 

What should we do? 
 
 We are half way through Advent, preparing 
for the birth of Christïnot in the literal sense, 
for he was born over two thousand years ago, 
but in the metaphorical sense. How might we 
allow him to be born anew in us? We, too, ask 
what should we doðand we are reminded by 
John the Baptist to do what parents and             
grand-parents, godparents, guardians and 
caring adults do best: teach your children to 
share with others, to care about others, and to 
strive to be fair and just in all that you do. 
Advent is a good time to ask ourselves how 
well we are doing at teaching these things. 

LETõS STAY 

 CONNECTED! 

If you have disconnected your ñland lineò and a cell 
phone is now your primary phone number, please call 
Barb Brennan or Rosie Marsh at the parish offices so 
we may update our records! THANKS! 

COOKIE WALK TODAY  
 

Sunday, December 13th 
 8:30am - 1:00pm or until we sell 
out!  Please follow the signs for 
our Cookie Walk sale today to create your own 
box of homemade Christmas goodies made by 
your fellow parishioners.   

   
 
 
 

 Thank you!  

YOU ARE INVITED . . . 
 

. . .  to spend a relaxing,         
spiritually insightful weekend with 
the men of our parish Friday  
evening to Sunday noon,      
January 22-24, 2010 at St. Paulôs 
Retreat Center.  This yearôs     
retreat theme is ñKnowing the God of Jesus.ò   
For   information or reservations call Lane Ritter 
at (734) 420-2392 or the Retreat Center at (313) 
535-9563. 

NEEDED: 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

TUTORS (ADULT)  

Assist adult students preparing for GED classes 
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday 

9 AM-12 PM and 1 PM-3 PM 
 

CHILD CARE 

Young children - infants - 5 years 
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday 

9 AM-12 PM and 1:30 PM-3 PM 
 

ST. VINCENT AND SARAH FISHER CENTER 

16800 Trinity, Detroit, MI  48219 
(corner of Grand River and Burt Rd.) 

 
Call Sister Marie Judith 
313-535-9200, x3104 

 

 

REMINDERé 

GIVING TREE 

GIFTS ARE 

DUE BACK 

TODAY AT 

NOON! 
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Moving?  Change your phone number?  
 

Please notify Barb Brennan at (734) 420-0288, ext. 14, or email 
barb_brennan@stkenneth.org so we can keep our records 
current. 

 

28th ANNUAL ST. AIDAN 

ADULT CHOIR  

CONCERT 

The St. Aidan Adult Choir, 
along with the St. Aidan     
Childrenôs Choir, and St. Aidan Contemporary  
Ensemble, directed by Mr. Ray Schmidt, will be 
presenting their 28th Annual Christmas Concert, 
on Sunday, December 13, 2009.  The time of the 
event is 4:00 P.M., and the cost is $5.00 and two 
non perishable food items.   
This event is held annually to assist the St Aidan 
Christian Service   Commission in its efforts to aid 
those in need during the Holiday Season.  There 
will be music for young and old alike, a GREAT 
family outing (bring your voices too!).   Hope to 
see you there! 
  
St Aidan Parish is located at 17500 Farmington 
Road (North of Six and South of Seven Mile Rds), 
(734) 425-5950.  Tickets will be available at the 
door on the day of event. 

ST. DUNSTAN  

CHRISTMAS DAY  

DINNER 
 

Once again St. Dunstan 
Parish will sponsor the   
Annual Christmas Day  
Dinner for anyone who will be alone or simply has 
no where to spend Christmas Day.  Please call 
Judy O. if you would like to reserve a spot for that 
day at (734) 595-3049. 
 

For your planning purposes, the dinner will be 
served in the Community Room on Christmas 
Day, Friday, December 25 at 1:30pm.  Doors 
open at 1:00pm and there is no charge for the 
dinner.  However, reservations are required. 
 

If you, your family, or friends would like to spend 
even a part of your day assisting with dinner, 
setup or clean up, please call Judy O.  

 

 

 

If you have a vehicle you have been considering 

donating, please call Charity Motors Car Donation 

Program at 313-255-1000 and tell them you want 

to donate your vehicle and designate the pro-

ceeds to: 
 

òST. KENNETH CSAó 
 

You will receive a tax deduction while helping our 

faith community! 
 

FACTS about CHARITY MOTORS: 

1. Charity Motors has non-profit, tax-exempt 

status, and all   donations are issued in the 

name of Charity Motors. 

2. Charity Motors handles all the necessary pa-

perwork related to transferring the title out of 

the donorôs name. 

3. Charity Motors has trained staff to answer any 

questions the donor may have. 

4. Charity Motors has blue book appraisal guides 

available to help you determine the fair market 

value of your vehicle. 

5. Charity Motors will arrange to pick up the vehi-

cle for free! 

6. Charity Motors will provide you with the neces-

sary IRS forms to file your taxes. 

7. Charity Motors returns 70 percent of the carôs 

selling price back to the designated charities. 

8. Charity Motors is licensed by the State to re-

ceive and sell donated vehicles. 

9. Charity Motors is a member of the Better Busi-

ness Bureau and has received their highest 

rating. 

10. Charity Motors has assisted over 25,000 low 

income individuals with transportation assis-

tance. 

11. Charity Motors is audited annually by the ac-

counting firm of Plante & Moran. 

12. Currently Charity Motors is distributing over 

$40,000 a week to worthy organizations in our 

community. 
 

Simply call Charity Motors at  

313-255-1000 and reference 

 ñSt. Kenneth CSAò 

 as the YOUR charity of choice! 
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Faith Formation Happenings 

At-A Glance 
 

Week of  December 13 
 

Sunday 
9am Rainbow Sunday 
11am Rainbow Sunday 
 

Monday 
5pm CFP 
 

Tuesday 
5pm CFP 
 

Wednesday 
6:30pm LOGOS  
 

Thursday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

 

Friday 
7pm Junior High Youth Group 

 

Saturday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

Our next 

 CONFIRMATION  

PREPARATION  

SESSION  
is  

Wednesday, January 13th 
From 6:30-8:00pm 

 Join us as we bring in the New Year with a 
 

  New Yearõs Eve Eve Dance! 
 

 

 

  Where: St. Colette Activity Center 

      17600 Newburgh 
      Livonia MI 48152 

 

  When: Wednesday, December 30, 2009 

 

  For Who: All High School Students       

   (grades 9-12) 
 

  Questions: Call Mary 734-927-1253 
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Winter Break Begins! 

NO CFP until next year!! 

(January 4/5) 

Check your e- mail for the 
latest  LOGOS update  

regarding December 16th 
programming time      

 
 

 



 

A Note from Gretchen ... 
 

Too Busy to be Aware of God? 
 
 Could there be any better time 
than Advent to focus on and     
remember that God dwells in our 
midst?  During this most busy of 
seasons, I find it important, no,  
CRITICAL, to remember Godôs presence. 
 
 Have you ever been so tired, frazzled, and      
over-extended that when Christmas finally        
arrives, you miss it?  Have you built in your mind 
the ñperfectò Christmas and burned yourself out 
trying to attain it?  GUILTY! 
 
 All the clichés are true - remember the reason 
for the season, keep Christ in Christmas.  But 
who can keep focused on faith when there is just 
so much to be done???  Yes, Iôve read the  
magazine articles about how to simplify, scale 
down, etc.  But that never matches up to the 
ñperfectò Christmas in my mind. 
 
 I have discovered that when I ñfind Godò in the  
little things that I am doing, I donôt miss out in the 
end.  When I deck the halls with boughs of holly, I 
place the time worn Nativity with the broken 
camelôs leg front and center and ponder Godôs 
great plan.  When I encourage the frazzled mom 
with the crying child to take ñcutsô in line at the  
department store, God is present.  When I bake 
those many dozens of cookies, God is an         
ingredient.  When I wrap those presents for my 
family members and friends, God is nestled in the 
box.  When I write out my Christmas cards, God 
is tucked in the envelope.  When I put money in 
the red bucket outside the grocery store, God 
shares in the wealth. 
 
 When I act out of love during the busyness of this 
season, I am bringing forth God to dwell among 
us. 
 
Blessed Advent Days,     

     Gretchen   

Youth Happenings... 
 

 
Check out our Youth Group  

Calendar on-line at: 
www.stkenneth.org/youth 
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Junior High Youth Group 

Grades 6-8 
 

Christmas Party 
 

Friday December 16th, 2009 
7:00pm ï 9:00pm 

At the Youth Center @ Beckyôs House 
 

 
Cookie Decorating Contest 

And 
$5.00 Gift Exchange* 

 

 

*Please bring your gift wrapped 


