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W ITNESS & WORSHIP 

 
  

Continued on page  2 

As the New Year begins, here are some positive resolutions to consider about  
your relationship to your Saint Kenneth Parish Family.  They might make your life  
and the life of your parish healthier in the coming year:  

Resolve to worship and pray regularly.  There are times when all of us feel we do  
 not need the church, but the other members of our parish family always need  
 you. 
Resolve to contact the parish office when there is illness or a crisis in your family.   
 Contrary to some rumors we are not blessed with telepathic gifts.  Please  
 call us when a family member recovers and no longer needs to be included  
 in our weekly prayer intention for the ñsick and suffering of our parish.ò 
Resolve to accentuate the positive, and if something in your opinion is amiss in  
 our parish, share your concerns with Fr. Belczak, not with your friends or  
 neighbors at the next dinner party.  Unsigned letters or anonymous phone messages are not 

considered to be serious. 
Resolve to see your parish staff as human beings.  We are not saints, prayer machines or seers.  

Our hurts, hopes and hassles are very much like your own. 
Resolve to support your parish community with your time, effort, and financial resources.  Healthy 

parishes are filled with participants, not spectators. 
Resolve to understand that the church is YOU.  Christ has no other hands to help, ears to hear, 

eyes to see, and lips to praise than yours and mine. 
Resolve to invite others to join you in practicing faith with our Saint Kenneth Community.  In doing 

so, you are offering them the most precious gift you have ï a relationship with God. 
 

 
Publishing deadlines (especially during the Christmas season) can sometimes create          

nightmares for bulletin editors and parish priests.  The bulletin which you are reading today was        
submitted to the publishing company on Tuesday, December 22nd.   Trying to think twelve days ahead 
gives a whole new meaning to the ñTwelve Days of Christmas!ò  I will do a wrap up of the entire     
Christmas Season after we have had the chance to actually celebrate Christmas 2009 together! 

 

CHRISTMAS WONDER! 
 Certain images inspire wonder. Theyôre powerful beyond the simple contents of the scene. Think of 
the photo of the New York firefighters planting a tattered flag in the rubble of the World Trade Center 
towers. That image is likely to touch every heart. Certain images are powerful because they speak to a 
deeper place in us than words alone can do. 
 In the nativity scene we have such an image: a serene new mother, a concerned father, and a    
vulnerable newborn child. Beleaguered travelers, theyôre forced to take refuge in a stable, and the child 
is lain in a mangerða food trough. Their rude surroundings leave them barely protected from the      
elements, open to any and all who come their way.  
 And many come their way: shepherds, townspeople, angels, and kings. They come to see what 
there is to see. And we come here on this special occasion, to celebrate this birth, and to give our     
attention over to this scene of the child in the manger, the one who becomes bread for us all, the one 
who inspires wonder.  
 Why do the angels sing? Why have the magi traveled so far to lay their gifts before this child? Why 
do the townspeople gather and the shepherds bow? What is going on in this motherôs heart? This     
fatherôs worried dreams?  
 There are many ways to respond to wonder. Jesus encountered them all in his public ministry. 
Some people would marvel at his works, but thatôs all they would do, marvel. ñOh, my! Did you see that! 
Wasnôt that something?ò and they would go on with their lives unchanged. And there were some who 
wanted Jesus to perform wonders for their entertainment as youôd get a dog to jump through a hoop. 
They wanted ñwonders on demand.ò And then there were those who viewed the working of wonders as 
a kind of litmus test to tell who has Godôs favor. If you make some magic for us, then you must be OK. If 
you canôt or wonôt, you must not be worth listening to.  
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Jesus knew that the purpose of wonder is to open our hearts. Itôs to help us to 
see that there is more to life than we have come to expect. There are, coursing 
through human life, elements of the divine. 
 Why does this particular scene inspire wonder? Itôs because we have two 
realities captured in this one human moment. Luke tells us, ñThis will be a sign 
for you: you will find a child wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.ò And we 
hear in Johnôs gospel, ñThe Word became flesh and lived among us.ò We have 
on the one hand a very mundane and earthy realityða vulnerable child in poor 
circumstances. And yet this same child of poverty is also the Word who was 
with God from all time and who indeed is God. What is the appropriate 
response to wonder? It is to do as the shepherds did and fall on our knees. To 
do as the kings did and lay our gifts before him. To give all our attention and to 
open our hearts. To stand wordless before this scene of wonder and let the 
truth of it seep into us, our hearts, our minds, our bodies, our souls.  
 This scene is an invitation and a promise. The invitation is to leave our 
pursuit of mastery behind and instead enter into mystery. To be as vulnerable 
as this child and these parents. To be as open as these shepherds and as 
generous of heart as these kings. To praise like the angels and pay attention 
like the townspeople.  
 The resulting promise is that we will meet God. We will discover not only 
that Jesus is God, but that we, too, can share in Godôs lifeðnot only in the 
afterlife, but right here and right now. So here is my invitation to you in days to 
come. Itôs an invitation I hope to take up myself. Itôs an invitation to holiness.  

 
Å Open your heart to the wonder of this scene in the manger.  
Å Pray daily, perhaps before each meal with your family or friends.  
Å Nurture your relationship with Jesus by paying attention to his presence in 
 your day.  
Å Read the gospels.  
Å Worship weekly.  
Å Avoid demanding signs from God and observe the many that are right 
 before you. Pray, ñLord, give me the eyes to see you at work in my life.ò 

And then start looking around. Love the people you encounter each 
day. Use your talents for the good of the world. Say a prayer of 
gratitude. Let us not squander this moment of wonder!  

 

CHRISTMAS CRECHE 

 The donations needed to furnish the nativity were given over the past few 
years as gifts of thanksgiving or memorial donations honoring deceased family 
members.  As a parish community, we gratefully accept this beautiful crèche set 
and we remember in prayer the following individuals and families: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

VISITORS 
 

We are happy to have 

you with us at  

St. Kenneth Catholic 

Church. 

 

Whether you are here 

for the first time or 

you worship with us 

regularly, you are 

most welcome. 

 

If there is anything 

that we can do to 

make your visit more 

pleasant, please ask. 

 

Welcome to your 

faith home.  Please 

come again soon! 

 
Fr. Tom Belczak, Pastor 

Continued on page  4 

In memory of our parents, Ray and Mary Schneider and Joel Seward and in 
 honor of Evelyn Seward for bringing so much Christmas joy into our lives ï 
 Ray and Peggy Schneider.  
In loving memory of Donald and Christine Tappan ï Patty and Charlie Curmi. 
In loving memory of Margaret and Albert Traxler ï Richard and Lorrie Friday. 
In loving memory of Michael Gatt ï Joan Gatt-MacKercher 
In loving memory of June K. Stevens ï from family.      
In loving memory of Kevin Gordon  ï Esther M. Gordon. 
In loving memory of Joseph M. Plank, husband and father ï Lottie Plank, 
 Joanne Plank, Lorraine Berlin. 
In loving memory of Shelly Beckett ï Shirley and Bill Williams. 
In honor of our families in heaven and on earth ï Ray and Alice Smock. 
In loving memory of Genevieve and John Dudek ï Shirley and Bill Demmer. 
In loving memory or Robert Sanko ï  from wife Barbara Sanko. 
In loving memory of Henry and Derna Zeppa ï Al and Jean Meredith. 
 



Stewardship Opportunities PAGE 3 

Sunday, January 3 
 

      9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
    11:00 AM  Rainbow Sunday 

 8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 

Monday, January 4 
 

    10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
       5:00 PM Christian Formation Program 
       7:00 PM Family Religious Education  

  7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only) 
 

Tuesday, January 5 
 10:00 AM Senior Weave 
   5:00 PM Christian Formation Program 
   7:00 PM Family Religious Education  
 

Wednesday, January 6 
 

     10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
       5:45 PM LOGOS 
 

Thursday, January 7 
 

       6:30 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal 
       7:00 PM RCIA 

 

Friday, January 8 
 

 No Meetings Scheduled 
 

Saturday, January 9 
 

  No Meetings Scheduled 

 
Sunday, January 10 
 

       7:30 AM Blood Drive 
       9:00 AM Rainbow 
     11:00 AM Rainbow 
       6:00 PM High School Youth Group   

  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

Week of January 3, 2010 
 

Sunday, January 3 
The Epiphany of the Lord 
 Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Ephesians 
  3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Monday, January 4 
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton  

 1 John 3:22ð4:6; Psalm 98;  
 Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tuesday, January 5 
Saint John Neumann  
 1 John 4:7-10; Psalm 100; Mark 6:34-44 
 

Wednesday, January 6 
Blessed André Bessette 
 1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 72; Mark 6:45-52 
 

Thursday, January 7 
 Saint Raymond of Peñafort 
 1 John 4:19ð5:4; Psalm 2;  
 Luke 4:14-22a 
 

Friday, January 8 
 1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 72; Luke 5:12-16 
 

Saturday, January 9 
 1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 72; John 3:22-30 
 

Sunday , January 10 
The Baptism of the Lord 
 Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalm 29;  
 Acts 10:34-38; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

  

This Week in our Parish 

of the week 

When have you been jealous or fearful of another person? 

When are such feelings harmful?  
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A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE BY BUD OZAR 
 
 

If the way your family communicates or resolves 
conflicts is not working, then take a tip from the Magi in 
todayôs Gospel and find ñanother way.ò Be a ñwiseò 
person in this new year and change what isnôt working. 

TO ALL SCRIPTURE  

     ENTHUSIASTS 
 

Our Winter Bible Series will  
begin on Wednesday, January 
13th.  The sessions will run from 
7:00 to 8:30 pm.  The meeting 
place will be announced in  
upcoming bulletins.  We will  
offer five topics and you are  
welcome to attend as many as fit your schedule or are 
of interest to you.  However, for planning purposes, 
please inform the Parish Office of your intentions: 
phone 420-0288   email barb_brennan@stkenneth.org  
  
A brief description of the content of each topic will  
appear as we move through the series.  Mark your  
calendars.  Looking forward to it!  
  
The topics for the Winter Series are as follows: 
  
January 13    An Overview of the Old Testament 
 
The story of the Israelites in the Old Testament covers 
almost two thousand years of history.  In this first  
session we'll move through the main epochs of this 
story from  tribal beginnings to monarchy to vassal 
kingdoms to imperial provinces. Join us as we  
journey  from the time of Abraham and Sarah to the  
revolt of the Maccabee family.  We'll see how the  
Biblical authors who recorded this story saw the hand 
of God in all of it and thus presented it as Salvation  
History.  
  
January 20      Rebekah, Isaac and the Twins  
January 27   The Prophet Hosea 
February 3     The Parables of Luke 
February 10   Luke's 'portrait' of Jesus 

In loving memory of our daughter Kelly Cummings ï Kevin 
 and Karen Cummings. 
In loving memory of Jim Musich ï from wife Sandy Musich. 
In loving memory of Arnold Wiwigacz ï Frances and Gary 
 Nayh. 
In loving memory of Margaret and Stanley Nayh ï Frances 
 and Gary Nayh. 
In honor of Irene Wiwigacz ï Frances and Gary Nayh.  
In honor of both of our families in heaven and on earth ï 
 Sam and Martha Detrich. 
In loving memory of our daughter Jennifer Baucus ï Jack 
 and Carolyn Baucus. 
In loving memory of our deceased family members ï 
 Louis and Caroline Baier. 
In loving memory of Shirley Demmer ï neighbors and 
 friends. 
In loving memory of Fr. Bill Pettit ï friends and  
 parishioners. 
In loving memory of Trudy Bonk ï Mary Ann Coopersmith. 
In loving memory of Irene Bondy ï Shirley and Bill  
 Williams. 
In loving memory of Thelma Gies ï Zoe Bargamian, Lori 
 Gothard, Mr. & Mrs. Aurel Schryer. 
In loving memory of Harry and Mary Lou Pheney ï Mark 
 and Joanne Moening 
In loving memory of Anthony DôAristotile ï Bob and  
 Cecilia DôAristotile 

 

 

SNOW EMERGENCIES 
 Michigan weather is at best, unpredictable!  Michigan 
winters can bring drifting snow, sleet, black ice, and blizzard 
like conditions.  If a ñSnow Emergencyò is declared by 
Plymouth please remain home and do not attempt to 
come to our 9:00 oôclock Daily Mass.  Each year, we  
institute this policy for your safety and well being.  If you 
wake up and hear on the television or radio news reports 
that a ñSnow Emergencyò is in effect in Plymouth we will 
cancel our morning Mass that day; the Mass Intentions will 
be included in the next regularly scheduled morning liturgy 
(in most cases, the following day ï unless we really get hit 
with a huge amount of snow). 

 

Do you know the real reason that Jesus was born in a 
stable?  Mary and Joseph belonged to an HMO and they 
didnôt have pre-authorization! 

       
 God loves you.  
 I do, too!     
 Happy New Year! 

 

  Fr. Tom Belczak  

BELCZAKõS BULLETIN (CONT.) 

COOKIE WALK UPDATE  
 

Thank You! 
St. Kenneth Community is the       
greatest!   A big thank you to all the 
cookie bakers, volunteers and  buyers!  Through your 
efforts we were able to give $691.00 to both St. Kenneth 
Youth Group and the Caritas Welcome Center on East 
Larned Street in  downtown Detroit.  

mailto:barb_brennan@stkenneth.org
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RETREAT FOR MEN 
 

Join the men of our parish signing 
up for the annual retreat at St. Paul 
of the Cross Retreat Center on the 
weekend of January 22-24, 2010.  
The theme is ñKnowing the God of 
Jesus.ò  Ask someone who has 
made a retreat and they will tell you 
that they have never been more at peace with God 
and the world.  A retreat once a year is a vital         
necessity these days.  Call in your reservation now: 
Lane Ritter at 734-420-2392 or the Retreat Center at 
313-535-9563. 

 

 

 

If you have a vehicle you have been considering 

donating, please call Charity Motors Car Donation 

Program at 313-255-1000 and tell them you want 

to donate your vehicle and designate the         

proceeds to: 
 

òST. KENNETH CSAó 
 

You will receive a tax deduction while helping our 

faith community! 
 

FACTS about CHARITY MOTORS: 

1. Charity Motors has non-profit, tax-exempt 

status, and all   donations are issued in the 

name of Charity Motors. 

2. Charity Motors handles all the necessary    

paperwork related to transferring the title out 

of the donorôs name. 

3. Charity Motors has trained staff to answer any 

questions the donor may have. 

4. Charity Motors has blue book appraisal guides 

available to help you determine the fair market 

value of your vehicle. 

5. Charity Motors will arrange to pick up the    

vehicle for free! 

6. Charity Motors will provide you with the     

necessary IRS forms to file your taxes. 

7. Charity Motors returns 70 percent of the carôs 

selling price back to the designated charities. 

8. Charity Motors is licensed by the State to    

receive and sell donated vehicles. 

9. Charity Motors is a member of the Better   

Business Bureau and has received their   

highest rating. 

10. Charity Motors has assisted over 25,000 low 

income individuals with transportation          

assistance. 

11. Charity Motors is audited annually by the    

accounting firm of Plante & Moran. 

12. Currently Charity Motors is distributing over 

$40,000 a week to worthy organizations in our 

community. 
 

Simply call Charity Motors at  

313-255-1000 and reference 

 ñSt. Kenneth CSAò 

 as the YOUR charity of choice! 

ST. KENNETH HOLY BOW LERS 
No doubt the Saint Kenneth Holy Bowlers know how 
to get into the Christmas Spirit!  The Shake Rattle and 
Bowl team made up of Becky and Steve LeBeau, Ruth 
Ellen Singer and Bob Rzepecki showed their spirit 
with their festive dress this past Sunday.  Many  
Christmas hugs, toasts and cookies were shared by 
all as we gathered for our last bowling session of 
2009!  One of the much anticipated match ups of the 
season took place between The Flintstones (Bernie 
and Barb Brennan & Darwin and Rosie Marsh) and 
the Quakers (Carrie and Jerry Osborne & Mark and 
Joanne Moening).  In spite of a very close first game, 
with the Quakers only losing by 2 points, the         
Flintstones were victorious in overall points.  If it  
weren't for wiggly pins the outcome would have been 
very different!  2010 is sure to bring lots of strikes, 
spares and gutters but more importantly; smiles, hugs 
and fun! 
 

 

Blessings and bowling! 
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Faith Formation Happenings 

At-A Glance 
 

Week of  January 3 
 

Sunday 
9am Rainbow Sunday 
11am  Rainbow Sunday 
 

Monday 
5pm CFP 
7pm FRE 
 

Tuesday 
5pm CFP 
7pm FRE 

 

Wednesday 
5:45pm LOGOS 

 

Thursday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

 

Friday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

 

Saturday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

Our next 

 CONFIRMATION  

PREPARATION  

SESSION  
is  

Wednesday, January 13th 
From 6:30-8:00pm 

This Holiday Season (and all year round) 
 

          STUFF THE BIN! 
 

Please bring all of your 
Catalogs 
Magazines 
Newspapers 
Office/School Paper 
And Mailers 

To our Paper Retriever Bin 
 

We earn money for our youth programs from  
all the paper we collect from St. Kenneth Church community! 

LOGOS PROGRAM 
Our next  LOGOS session is Wednesday,  January 6 from 
5:45-8pm.  Our theme is Gihugenous - A Night So Big We 
Had to Make a Word for it! 
 
 Menu 
 Philanthropic Pizza 
 Bombastic Bread Sticks 
 Substantial Salad 
 Colossal Cookies 
 
 See you there! 

A big THANK YOU to the families that contributed to our 

Wreath of Helping Hands.  The children brought in gloves, 
hats, and scarves for the men of St. Leoôs Soup Kitchen.  
We worked in coordination with the St. Kenneth Giving Tree 
program to provide a quite sizeable contribution.  Over 200 
pieces went out because of your generosity! 
 

This opportunity allows our children to grow in stewardship 
by remembering the less fortunate during this Season of 
Giving.  The gifts will warm the hands and ears of the      
receivers as well as the hearts of the givers. 
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EPIPHANY 
 

Let us travel through our Christmas like those 

searching kings of old;  
 

Let us keep our eyes wide open for that spark 

of guiding light, 
 

And when we find that source of light, the point 

of all our seeking, 
 

May we listen deep within our hearts and hear 

how God is speaking 
 

For the lesson that the kings learned dawns as 

true for us today: 
 

When you finally find the Prince of Peace,  

You change what you are doing and find home 

a different way. 
 

 

FAMILY FIRST COMMUNI ONS  
Our celebrations continue this weekend!  Our  
parish is blessed to celebrate over 90 children 
joining us at the Lordôs Table these next few 
weekends.  Please join us in congratulating these 
families and celebrating this great achievement!! 

A Note from Gretchen...  
 

I found this beautiful poem and  
would like to share it.  Now that  
our holiday season is coming to  
a close, it is most appropriate... 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 
When the star in the sky is gone, 
When the kings and princes are home, 
When the shepherds are back with their 

flocks,  
The work of the season begins: 
 
To find the lost, 
To heal the broken, 
To feed the hungry, 
To release the prisoner, 
To rebuild the nations, 
To bring peace among people, 
To make music in the heart 
    Howard Thurman 
 

We have an opportunity to share in Godôs work in 
our homes, schools, and workplaces.  In our  
community, so many people are ñlost and        
broken.ò  A helping hand, thoughtful gesture or 
listening ear will always be welcomed.  A meal, 
even lowly mac-n- cheese, made with love, will fill 
a tummy and warm a heart.  Prisoners are not 
found only in jail.  Perhaps there is a family   
member waiting for the freedom of your            
forgiveness.  And the mightiest of nations are  
built not by a strong military but in loving homes 
such as yours. 
 

Our work continues... 
 

In His Love,  
 

  Gretchen  

  

CFP and FRE programs  
resume this week! 



 

PAGE 8 

Saturday, January 2 
4:30 PM Jeff Stemberger, requested by the Stemberger Family 

 Catherine Murphy, requested by Tom & Marilynn Murphy 
 Lawrence Ferry, requested by the MacLean Family 
 Stella Hemlock, requested by the Jeff & Melanie Morse Family  
 Sarah McDonald, requested by the Donner Family 
 
 

Sunday, January 3 
7:30 AM   People of Saint Kenneth 

9:00 AM  Elfrieda DiCenzo, requested by Karen Kosola  
 Ann Early, requested by John Early 

11:00 AM   People of Saint Kenneth 
 
 

Monday, January 4 
9:00 AM People of St. Kenneth 
 
 

Tuesday, January 5 
9:00 AM People of St. Kenneth 

7:00 PM Eileen Merriman, Special Intention, requested by John & Linda 
  Merriman 
    Donna Tieppo, Special Intention, requested by John & Linda 
  Merriman 
 Sister Brigid Merriman, Special Intention, requested by John & 
  Linda Merriman   
 John Merriman Family, Special Intention,  requested by John & 
  Linda Merriman  
    
 

Wednesday, January 6 
   No Mass 
 
 

Thursday, January 7 
9:00AM Gregory Perri (10th Anniversary),  requested by Maureen Perri 
     Arthur Mech, requested by his sister Regina and her husband John 
 
 

Friday, January 8 
9:00 AM People of St. Kenneth 

 
 

Saturday, January 9 
4:30 PM Catherine Murphy, requested by Tom & Marilynn Murphy 

 Lawrence Ferry, requested by the MacLean Family 
 
 

Sunday, January 10 
7:30 AM   Gregory Soucy (1st Anniversary), requested by his Grandma 

9:00 AM  Ann Early, requested by John Early 

11:00 AM  Henry Sapulski (1st Anniversary), requested by his Wife and 
 Children 
 Cecelia Rygiel, requested by the Piasecki Family 
 Bridget Brennan, requested by the Brennan Family 

On behalf of all our parishioners, we extend a warm 
welcome to these newly registered members who  
have joined our parish in the last week. 

Frank & Melita Reuber, their daughter 
 Sophia and son Christian 

Mass Intentions New Parishioners 

Michael Hitt 

Newly Baptized 

No Baptisms 

May They Rest in Peace 

Newly Married 

No Marriages  

If you have requested a mass intention and would like to take the offertory 
gifts to the altar at that mass, please notify an usher upon your arrival.  

First Communions 

January 2, 2010 
Nicholas Brown 
Kevin Masel 
Kyle Miller 
 
January 3, 2010 
Brett Arenberg 
Carrie Butske 
Collin Curr 
Zachary Spahn 
 
January 5, 2010 
Stephen Daniels 
Mitchell DeGroff 
Nicholas Roehrig 
Alexa Sorrell 




