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Continued on page  2 

   In todayôs Gospel, we find Jesus in a synagogue in Galilee.  Since the  
Gospels mention synagogues and the Temple often, we might find it very  
beneficial to distinguish between these two very important Jewish institutions. 

There was just one Temple, located in Jerusalem, where the Jewish people  
could legitimately offer sacrifices to God.  At least once a year (and sometimes  
more often, depending upon the distance) pious Jewish people traveled to  
Jerusalem to offer the various sacrifices their laws required.  These sacrifices were  
usually cereal offerings (wheat or other grains) or holocausts (animals slaughtered  
and burnt in whole or in part on the altar of the Temple). 
Considering the Temple to be Godôs home, the Jewish people decorated it with  

gold trim, cedar beams, and items of the finest craftsmanship.  Since nothing was too  
good for God, they even stitched the curtain in the Temple with the most expensive thread. 

Synagogues, on the other hand, were houses of prayer and instruction.  There the rabbis prepared 
Jewish boys to become adults in their religion by teaching them how the read the Sacred Scripture.  
Jewish men gathered every morning and evening to pray and to hear Godôs word proclaimed and  
explained.  Unlike the Temple, synagogue was not a place where sacrifices were offered to God. 

According to Jewish law, synagogue service could not begin unless there were at least ten Jewish 
males present.  A talk or homily usually followed the prayers and the reading of Sacred Scripture.   
Because there werenôt always officially recognized preachers in the Jewish religion, a prominent citizen 
or a rabbi trained in Jewish law or Sacred Scripture usually delivered the sermon.  According to custom, 
this person sat as he talked.  Questions and a discussion followed. 
Speaking in the synagogue was Jesusô first teaching experience and an opportunity to hone his 

skills and prepare for his ministry as a wandering preacher.  In modern terminology, we can say the 
synagogues were where Jesus did his student teaching before becoming a certified instructor. 
Pray this week for priests, deacons, and pastoral ministers who ñpreachò by word and by example in 

parishes, schools, hospitals, and nursing care facilities.  Pray that, like Jesus, they will gain the  
confidence needed to help others experience Godôs love. 
 
 

ARE YOU CELEBRATING A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY IN 2010? 
Each year, we honor those couples in our community that are celebrating a significant wedding   

anniversary in this calendar year.  Our Anniversary Celebration will take place on Sunday, February 
14 at the 11:00 oôclock Mass.  Our celebration is for any couple celebrating their 10

th
, 15

th
, 20

th
, 25

th
, 

30
th
, 35

th
, 40

th
, 45

th
, 50

th
, 55

th
, 60

th
, anniversary in 2010.  All couples celebrating more than 60 years are 

also strongly encouraged to join in the celebration each year. 

Please call the Parish Office (734-420-0288) by Friday, February 12 to give us your       inten-
tion to join in the celebration.  When calling, please tell us your first and last name and the    signifi-
cant number of years of marriage in 2010.  (Less formal names can be used, for example:  ñSandy and 
Joe Smithò instead of ñSandra and Joseph Smithò.)  We would like to rejoice and celebrate with you as a 
parish family.  At this special liturgy, couples will have the opportunity to renew their marriage vows. 

If you have a picture or pictures of your Wedding Day we would like to borrow them for this event.  
Please put your name on the photo, place it in an envelope and bring it to the Parish Office prior to the 
celebration.  All photos will be returned to their owners following the Anniversary Celebration. 
 
 

ARCHDIOCESAN TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 Because of the Stewards for Tomorrow Campaign and the establishment of an Archdiocesan En-
dowment, the Archdiocese of Detroit extends tuition assistance grants to Catholic families with      chil-
dren in grades 1-12 attending Catholic Schools.  Saint Kenneth Parish will also give an additional Tuition 
Grant to registered parishionersô children who meet the eligibility  
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guidelines established by the archdiocese or the individual school.  
Kindergarten children are NOT ELIGIBLE for Tuition Grant assistance. 
 Unlike previous years, there will no longer be a Parish Verification form 
needed at the time of application.  The parish will instead be sent a list of all 
applicants who applied and the pastor must verify that the family is an active 
parishioner, or the application will not be processed.  It is important that our 
parish is notified of any name differences (i.e. the studentôs name is different 
from the parent). 
 The application forms are available in the parish office or through 
the Catholic Grade or High School your children are attending.  Only one 
application should be submitted per family, regardless of the number of 
schoolchildren.  Applications must be submitted and received prior to April 12, 
2010, but it is advisable to send them as soon as they are completed to avoid 
possible mailing and cut-off problems.  Especially in these difficult economic 
times, I strongly urge all parents with children enrolled in a Catholic Grade or 
High School to take advantage of the opportunity that is present if you feel that 
your family might qualify for assistance. 
     
 

The mail continues to bring wonderful notes of appreciation from the recipients 
of your generosity through our Giving Tree Program.  Printed below are some 
examples . . . 
 

 Dear Father Tom and Parishioners: 
  May Godôs peace and blessings be with you.  Thank you, thank you, 
 and thank you!  The generosity of Saint Kenneth parishioners continue to 
 enable Saint Aloysius Outreach Center to give our guests wonderful gifts to 
 help them survive this winter season.  They received warm clothing, 
 scarves, hats, hand warmers, socks and a bag to carry it. 
  Our friends thank you from the bottom of their hearts and wish you the 
 best during this Holy time.  Thank you again for your generosity! 
     Mike Carsten, SFO, Director 
     Saint Aloysius Outreach Center 
 

 Dear Rev. Belczak: 
  Thank you and your kind parishioners for the hundreds of beautiful gifts 
 donated during the Christmas Season.  Because of your generosity we 
 were able to help 275 families this year know the true meaning of 
 Christmas.  You are a true blessing to the people who come to us seeking 
 help during these trying times.  There were many smiles on the faces of the 
 people who were very grateful for what they received. 
  Father Tom, please extend my personal thanks to John and Nancy 
 Dankert for their help and dedication, as well as the many volunteers who 
 helped to deliver and unload the packages.  We are extremely grateful for 
 the many ways you help us take care of Godôs poor, not only at Christmas, 
 but throughout the year. 
  May God bless you and your entire parish family.  Thank you again for 
 all that you do for us.  Gratefully yours, 
    Annmary Demyan 
    Director of Volunteer Ministry  
    Saint Christine Christian Services  
  

    
Last week a priest friend decided to ñcar poolò and drive together to a meeting 
in Detroit.  He recently leased a new car, and as I was buckling myself into the 
passenger seat of his automobile I asked: ñDoes this car have an air bag on my 
side?ò  He smiled and said, ñIt does now!ò 
 

   Enjoy a wonderful week! 

    Fr. Tom Belczak  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME 

VISITORS 
 

We are happy to have 

you with us at  

St. Kenneth Catholic 

Church. 

 

Whether you are here 

for the first time or 

you worship with us 

regularly, you are 

most welcome. 

 

If there is anything 

that we can do to 

make your visit more 

pleasant, please ask. 

 

Welcome to your 

faith home.  Please 

come again soon! 

 
Fr. Tom Belczak, Pastor 
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Sunday, January 31 
 

         8:30 AM Coffee and Donuts 
         8:30 AM  All Saints Open House   
         9:00 AM  Rainbow Sunday  
       11:00 AM  Rainbow Sunday 
         6:00 PM High School Youth Group 

    8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

Monday, February 1 
 

      10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
         5:00 PM Christian Formation Program 
         7:00 PM Family Religious Education  

    7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only) 
 

Tuesday, February 2 
 10:00 AM Senior Weave 
   5:00 PM Christian Formation Program 
   7:00 PM Family Religious Education 
 

Wednesday, February 3 
 

     10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
       5:45 PM LOGOS 
       7:00 PM Scripture Study 
 

Thursday, February 4 
 

       6:00 PM  LOGOS In-Service   
       6:30 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal 
       6:30 PM Travel Club 2010 
       7:00 PM RCIA 

 

Friday, February 5 
 

        9:00 AM Mothers of Pre-Schoolers 

Saturday, February 6 
 

No Meetings Scheduled 
 

Sunday, February 7 
 

       8:30 AM Coffee & Donuts     
       9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
     11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday  
       2:00 PM Sunday Afternoon MS Support        

  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

Week of January 31, 2010 
 

Sunday, January 31 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19; Psalm 71;  
 1 Corinthians 12:31ð13:13;  
 Luke 4:21-30 
 

Monday, February 1 
 2 Samuel 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13;  
 Psalm 3; Mark 5:1-20 
 

Tuesday, February 2 
The Presentation of the Lord 
 Malachi 3:1-4; Psalm24;  
 Hebrews 2:14-18; Luke 2:22-40  
 

Wednesday, February 3 
Saints Blaise, bishop, martyr 

 2 Samuel 24:2, 9-17; Psalm 32;  
 Mark 6:1-6 
 

Thursday, February 4 
 1 Kings 2:1-4, 10-12;  
 1 Chronicles 29:10-12; Mark 6:7-13 

Friday, February 5 
Saint Agatha, virgin, martyr 
 Sirach 47:2-11; Psalm 18; Mark 6:14-29 
 

Saturday, February 6 
Saint Paul Miki, martyr 
 1 Kings 3:4-13; Psalm 119; Mark 6:30-34 

Sunday , February 7 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8; Psalm 138;  
 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Luke 5:1-11 

  

This Week in our Parish 

of the week 

Are there times when you have not listened as well as you could to 

what someone was telling you? Why didnõt you listen? 
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                     In an effort to keep all of us safe, 
   please do not park your car in the 
   exit driveway.  Should the need  
   arise (and it has), it does not leave 
   enough room for an emergency  
   vehicle to enter or exit.  It also  
   backs up the exit traffic once Mass 
is over as two lanes cannot be formed in the exit drive.  
Thank you for your cooperation. 

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE 

FEBRUARY 6/7 
   
Next weekendôs food collection will  
be used by St. Dominicôs Outreach Program 
 in Detroit.  Please bring non-perishable items, such as 
canned goods, coffee, peanut butter, jars or box products, 
personal care items, and non-perishable household 
cleaning items to the Gathering Space in church.  Your 
generosity helps us continue to provide for those most in 
need.  Also, we always need paper grocery bags. 

TO ALL SCRIPTURE  

     ENTHUSIASTS 
 

Our Winter Bible Series will  
begin on Wednesday, January 
13th.  The sessions will run from 
7:00 to 8:30 pm.  The meeting 
place will be announced in  
upcoming bulletins.  We will  
offer five topics and you are  
welcome to attend as many as fit your schedule or are 
of interest to you.  However, for planning purposes, 
please inform the Parish Office of your intentions: 
phone 420-0288   email maureen@stkenneth.org  
  

A brief description of the content of each topic will  
appear as we move through the series.    
The topics for the Winter Series are as follows: 
 

 

February 3     The Parables of Luke 
In this session our focus will be on the parables 
unique to Luke's Gospel. The characters portrayed 
in some of them have given rise to commonly used 
and understood expressions,  a 'Good Samaritan', a 
'Prodigal Son'. Other parables, perhaps a little less   
recognizable, unmistakably capture the depth and  
grandeur of Luke's messages about salvation,    
forgiveness, and the profound joy of Jesus'      
teaching. Join us as we explore the impact and   
significance of these beautifully crafted stories.  

 
February 10   Luke's 'portrait' of Jesus 

Each evangelist painted a unique 'word picture' of 
Jesus of Nazareth in his Gospel account.  Luke's 
picture is intriguing. He sketches an image of Jesus 
that not only will be well received and easily        
interpreted but readily embraced within the context 
of a non-Jewish world.  Join us as we explore     
together this 'painting' and, hopefully, discover 
some new insights into the person at the heart of 
our faith life.  
 

 

Mark your calendars.  Looking forward to it!  

SAINT KENNETH HOLY BOWLERS  
 

Other than the bowling and the friendly competition we also 
look forward to the opportunity to win some cash!   Those of 
us that wish to participate pay $2.00 for the lucky chance at 
the mystery game jackpot.  Eileen Martin of the 
"Wannabeez" team is our "Mystery" lady and she is not 
hard to find with her flashing blue light at her lane.    After 
game 1 and game 2 of the evening she calls random    
numbers and the bowler with that total wins. Last week our 
lucky winners were Jack Kreucher and Beth Storm! January 
31st brings our next position round of the season so good 
luck to all!  

   BLESSINGS AND BOWLING! 
 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR  

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP!  
 

In December, our parish collected almost 7 
tons of recyclable paper in our parking lot 
bin.  Thatôs 21.43 cubic yards saved in   
landfill space.  Good for the earth; good for 
you! 
 
*Please remember to bring newspaper and 

recyclable paper only.  NO CARDBOARD 

mailto:barb_brennan@stkenneth.org
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CYO SPORTS AT OLGC 
"Registration is now open for the following Spring Sports at 

Our Lady of Good Counsel: 
·        Track and Field ï boys and girls, grades 4-8 
·        Baseball ï boys, grades 5-8 
·        Softball - girls, grades 5-8 
·        Lacrosse ï boys, grades 5-8 

You can register on the website at www.olgccrusders.com 
until January 31.  If you have any questions or if your child 
plans to play but you cannot make the meeting, please 
email Dan Czarniecki at ad.olgc@gmail.com or Mark Curtis 
at macurtis@ameritech.net." 

  

THE OUR LADY OF VICT ORY  

FOOTBALL PROGRAM  
is beginning registration for the 2008 football season.   3

rd
 

through 8
th
 grade parishioners from St. Joseph, Holy    

Family, St. James, OLV & St. Kenneth are eligible to      
participate in the OLV Football Program. Registration form 
may be obtained from our website at www.olvcougars.com.  

 

 Additional information regarding our football program 
may be found on our web site as well. If you have any      
questions regarding the OLV Football Program please   
contact David Green at 248-921-8440.  All practices and 
home games are held at Catholic Central High School in 
Novi. 


