Sunday, March 7, 2010

LIVING THE GOSPEL
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LENTEN PRAYER, STUDY, AND COMMUNITY
BUILDING OPPORTUNITI ES DURING LENT

Weekday Mass at 9:00 am

Mother of Perpetual Help Novena every Tuesday morning

Tuesday Evening Mass at 7:00 pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (9:45 am to 4:30 pm) every Tuesday
Thursday evening at 7: 00Lemt @PRaMhsst o
Lent Fish Fry every Friday evening beginning at 5:30 pm

Stations of the Cross every Friday evening at 7:00 pm

Coffee and Doughnuts on Sunday morning following the 7:30; 9:00; and

11: 00 o0d6cl ock Mass

e
DO YOU HAVE A PYX THAT YOU ARE NOT USING?

A Pyx is a small container used to protect the consecrated bread when bringing communion to a
person who cannot attend Mass with the community. We normally have about 6 to 12 of these
containers available for parishioners to use for this purpose. If you have a pyx at your home or in a coat
pocket and no longer have need for it T we encourage you to return it to the parish office or to the

sacristy in the weeks ahead. Thanking you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.
P

I n todaybés worl d we need to become more and mor
Christians. Lent is one of those times (we call them liturgical seasons) which allows us to experience
|l ife, connected to a deeper rhythm than our regul
we are involved with. Rat her, we | et Goddés call
to reconciliation have a conscious claim on our energy and focus.

Take the traditional practices for the Lenten season. The firstis prayer. | hope that we already
have some rhythm of daily and weekly prayer in our lives as individuals and families. Lent is a season
that focuses even more intensely on prayer and asks us to consciously commit to extra times of prayer.
It can be as simple as leaving five minutes early for work, and spending those five minutes in the
parking lot in prayer and meditation. It might be joining our community in prayer as suggested in the list
above. Notice how such prayer, especially when m
to go about the ordinary day and week but experience the connection to something deeper, something
not tied to personal success or failure. Let prayer become more consciously a part of your life during
Lent.

The second traditional practice is fasting. Fasting is usually center e
expand the notion of fasting to include TV, music, internet, gambling, cigarettes, alcohol, and other
forms of entertainment. Take a look at some of the ways we fall into negative talking, thinking and act-
ing toward others and consciously fast from doing these things. Notice how fasting almost automati-
cally takes you out of your ordinary pace and connects you to a deeper rhythm. The key is to choose
something that is very regular, even a daily part of your life. Let the practice of fasting become more
consciously integrated into your life this Lent.

Thirdly, there is the practice of almsgiving. Traditionally this centered on giving money to those
groups or persons in need. | would think that many of us already have such practices in our life. Lentis
the season to intensify that practice. Set aside the money you would be using on the food you are
fasting from; or choose to set aside additional monies in your budget. Donate to groups or organizations
that help those in need. But again, expand the notion of almsgiving. What other ways can you give of
your time, attention, and energy to people? Sometimes giving money is the easy thing. Notice how
almsgiving can easily be connected to fasting and prayer. For example, say you take an extra hour a
week to help someone with homework, to visit someone homebound, to shovel snow or do repairs for
an elderly neighbor, and so on. You will be fasting from what you ordinarily would be doing at that time
and you will be praying for the person you are helping.
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Let alImsgiving in some form be a conscious part of your Lenten practice.

None of these Lenten practices make us holy in themselves. Nor do we
have to do these things under the fear
choose to enter into the spirit of the season of Lent, this annual opportunity for
spiritual renewal quickly passes us by. We live in a culture of easy and nearly
complete gratification. We record our TV shows so we can view them at our
convenience. We can go to a local grocery store and get foodstuffs from
anywhere in the world. We can choose not to cook and have a quick, instant
fast food meal any hour of the day. We can download any song to our personal
recorder and play it whenever we want. We can look up on the internet nearly
anything we want, wherever we want it and see it, order it and experience it.

Lent is such an i mportant season bec
l'ife on too superficial l evel. Become
to things that give temporary satisfaction. Set your heart on what gives
everlasting happiness. But we have to consciously choose to enter into the
season each and every day! Two and a half weeks of Lent have come and
gonei |l et 8s make the best of the remainin

s

RETURN YOUR PALM BRANCHES

Each year we request that you return
church. These branches are burned to create the ash that is imposed on our
forehead on Ash Wednesday. We also use the old palm branches for the
Easter Vigil fire. Please place you palm branches in the basket located in the
Gathering Space in the weeks ahead.

1) P ———

FOOTWASHEES WANTED

We are looking for a few good feet (male or female, child, teen, adult,
senior, single, separated, married, divorced, widowed) to be washed at the Holy
Thursday Evening Mass. During the Gospel we reenact the example of Jesus
who washed his disciplebs feet as an ac
best foot forward and volunteer to represent our faith community, please
contact the parish office at 734-420-0288.
ee—e———

The parish priest preached about confession, and to lighten the mood
he told an anecdote about a boy who confessed to eating meat on Ash
Wednesday. After a short pause the pri
AfYes, 0 said the child. il had some c

Have a Spirit-filled Lent!

Fr. Tom Belczak

In an effort to keep all of us safe, please do not
park your car in the exit driveway. Should the
need arise (and it has), it does not leave enough
room for an emergency vehicle to enter or exit.
It also backs up the exit traffic once Mass is
over as two lanes cannot be formed in the exit
drive. Thank you for your cooperation.




Stewardship Opportunities
% This Week in our Parish

Sunday, March 7

8:30 AM
9:00 AM
9:00 AM
11:00 AM
2:00 PM
6:00 PM
8:00 PM

Coffee & Donuts

RCIA

Rainbow Sunday

Rainbow Sunday

Sunday Afternoon MS Support
High School Youth Group
Alcoholics Anonymous

Monday, March 8

10:00 AM
5:00 PM
6:45 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM

Senior Exercise

Christian Formation Program
Speak Easy Toastmaster
Education Commission

Christian Service Meeting
Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only)

Tuesday, March 9

10:00 AM
5:00 PM
6:45 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Senior Weaving

Christian Formation Program
Stephen Ministry Supervision
Baptism Prep

Reconciliation Retreat

Wednesday, March 10

10:00 AM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Senior Exercise
Confirmation Practice
Reconciliation Retreat

St. Vincent de Paul Meeting

Thursday, March 11

6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM

Youth Choir Rehearsal

Lenten Mission: Paths to Forgiveness
RCIA

Stewardship Commission

Friday, March 12

5:30 PM
7:00 PM

Fish Fry
Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 13

12:00 PM
4:00 PM
4:30 PM

Pinewood Derby
Catholic Book Store
Right to Life Lenten Giving Crib

Sunday, March 14
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Scripture
Readings

Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 3:1-8a,13-15; Psalm 103;
1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12;
Luke 13:1-9

Saint John of God
2 Kings 5:1-15b; Psalm 42;
Luke 4:24-30

Saint Frances of Rome
Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Psalm 25;
Matthew 18:21-35

Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Psalm 147,
Matthew 5:17-19

Jeremiah 7:23-28; Psalm 95;
Luke 11:14-23

Hosea 14:2-10; Psalm 81;
Mark 12:28-34

Hosea 6:1-6; Psalm 51; Luke 18:9-14

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Joshua 5:9a, 10-12; Psalm 34;

7:00 AM Catholic Book Store ot . :
7:30 AM Right to Life Lenten Giving Crib 2 Cormthlans 2:17-21;
8:30 AM Coffee & Donuts Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
9:00 AM RCIA
9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
6:00 PM Stations Rehearsal
7:00 PM High School Youth Group
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous
? What important work could bear fruit in your life right now iffyou

of the week have more confidence i]n
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THANK YOU
GLEANERS VOLUTEERS
THANK YOU

Thanks volunteers, for getting up early, and spending your
(chilly) Saturday morning at Gleaners Community Food
Bank! Great job picking orders and organizing
miscellaneous items into usable packages of balanced
meals for Michigan's hungry. Thanks for the 175# of food
you donated.

2010 Michigan Catholic
Young Adult Conference

"WHO DO YOU SAYTHAT | AM?”
March 19 - 20, 2010
at the Ramada Hotel & Conference Center in
Lansing, Ml.

Optional Friday Evening of Reflection & Concert
with Noelle Garcia. Saturday Keynote Speaker:
Sr. Ann Shields, S.G.L. plus small workshops
designed to help you live your faith. Concludes
with reconciliation and Mass with Bishop Boyea.

Pre-registration is $50 ($40 for students).
REGISTER TODAY!!

WWW.Mmicyac.org

Stewardship Opportunities

2010 LENTEN GIVING CRIB

NO CARDBOARD OF ANY KIND.

CATHOLIC BOOK
STORE



http://www.micyac.org/

Stewardship Opportunities

Thursday’s
7:00- 8:15 pm
in the Parish Hall
(childcare available)

Feb. 18: Hope with tﬁe‘:Cﬁu,rcﬁ?
Feb. 25: Sin, Consciousness f, Dissent
Mar 4: @Personal Hurts
Mar 11: Collective Hurts
Mar 18: Grace & Sacraments

Let me be the fzrst to say, v
“T am sorty for anything, that fias kept You From 60d ’

http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.com/
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Prayer in Motio?

A Lenten Evening of Reflection
Praying with Body, Mind and Spirit
Continually Renewing Our Faith
Presented by Special Guest
Janene Ternes
Spiritual Director & Founder
of Prayer in Motion LLC

Thursday March 11, 2010
5:30 PM Light Dinner
6:00 7 9:00 PM Program
St. Aidan Activity Center
17500 Farmington Road
Livonia, MI.
R.S.V.P. 734-425-3544

Please join us and our special guest Janene Terenes.
Please check out Janene's website for more
information. www.prayer-in-motion.com

Come join us while Msg. John Kasza,
instructor of Sacramental Theology at
Sacred Heart Major Seminary,
walks us through the source and summit of

our faith i n adé

NSl ow Mot i

March 18, 2010

7:00 p.m.

St. Dunstan Church
1515 Belton Street
Garden City, Ml 48135

Reception follows

734-425-6720

NEED A NOTARY?7???
If you are in need of a notary, contact Rosie Marsh
in the parish offices at (734) 927-1255. She will
schedule a convenient time for you to come in.
Oh, and itdés freel



http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.com/
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Faith Formation Happening
At-A Glance

REMINDERAWEATHER CAN CELLATIONS

In the case of severe weather, if Plymouth-Canton schools are
closed, we will cancel. We will also contact local news
reporting agencies (i.e. radio and television.)

Attention all CFP, FRE, LOGOS,
Confirmation and High School Students.

We are looking for students interested in performing a live interpretation
of the Stations of the Cross on Friday,
March 19th in church. There will be one rehearsal on Sunday, March
14th at 6PM. Call or email Mary Lippert for details
734-927-1253 mary@stkenneth.org

Small Change makes a BIG Change for Haiti!
Remember to bring in your pocket chang




