
  
  

  
  

  
 S

u
n

d
a

y,
 M

a
rc

h
 1

4
, 
2

0
1
0

 

  
  
  
L

IV
IN

G
  

T
H

E
  
G

O
S

P
E

L 

 
  
  Odds are that the prodigal son was relieved at his fatherôs welcome.  But I  
have often wondered if he really believed it?  Did he lay in his bed after the party was 
over, fingering his new ring and wondering when the ax was going to fall?   
Punishment is easy to believe in.  We see it all around us.  Itôs logical, it stands on  
the ethic of reprisal and retribution, and is our solution to pain and hurt.  We have a  
difficult time with forgiveness and reconciliation.  These words, which so often roll  
right off us, are not logical at all.   

 Forgiveness and reconciliation are foreign words ï a new language, the  
sound of salvation.  Oh, we say we believe in them, yet our shame and our actions  
belie us.  People who truly believe in forgiveness and reconciliation believe the fire  
of Godôs love consumes the sin and shame. 

 We survive because of forgiveness and reconciliation.  They sustain us like no other fare.  They 
cannot be categorized or understood in any logical way.  They are total medicine, restoring all that    
failure leads to depression and shame.  They restore our future and banish all fear.  They lead to     
communion.  Around the table of forgiveness and reconciliation we are reborn, remade, and find good 
company.  With forgiveness and reconciliation, we are neither servants nor sinners, but children healed 
by a loving parent.  Itôs crucial that we come to believe ï truly believe ï in forgiveness and reconciliation.  
If we do not believe, we will find ourselves left out of the feast, like the elder son in Jesusô parable. 

 The story of the prodigal son and his generous father is unbelievably good news for everyone.  
Jesus proclaims the bountiful forgiveness of God and calls for reconciliation ï no matter what.  Nothing 
outstrips Godôs desire for unity with all people.  As church, therefore, we celebrate the hearts movement 
toward Godôs and toward others. 

 As the season of Lent rapidly draws to a close, we turn our minds and hearts to the celebration 
of mercy in the sacrament of reconciliation.  In that sacrament, the faith community accepts all the 
weary attempts at expressing and asking forgiveness, and helps correct the petty holding back of      
forgiveness.  The celebration of the sacrament gathers words and gestures ï the stuff of the rite.  
Through the celebrating church, God embraces the penitent with words of welcome.  God sees the   
contrite heart and anticipates the sinnerôs struggling words of repentance.  The church welcomes the 
sinner home and provides a world in which the lost ones celebrate a homecoming so grand that they 
are made to feel as if they never left. 

 The celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation is grander than any fatted-calf feast.  It is the 
great homecoming of wayward Christians.  Personal private individual confession will be available on 
the following dates and times: 

 

 Saturday, March 20 at 3:30 p.m. 
 Saturday, March 27 at 3:30 p.m. 
 Monday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m. (We will have additional priests present to help.) 
 

We also have scheduled two Lenten Penance services prior to Easter:   
 Sunday, March 28 at 2:00 p.m. 
 Tuesday, March 30 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Join us!  We value your participation.  We need your presence.  Come and see what was lost is now 
found, what was dead comes to life again.  Come feel Godôs homecoming embrace and let God lead 
you to the great feast of life! 

 
 

LENTEN PRAYER, STUDY, AND COMMUNITY BUIL DING                    

OPPORTUNITIES DURING LENT  

Weekday Mass at 9:00 am  
Mother of Perpetual Help Novena every Tuesday morning 
Tuesday Evening Mass at 7:00 pm 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (9:45 am to 4:30 pm) every Tuesday 

BELCZAKõS BULLETIN 

ST. KENNETH  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY  
14951 N. Haggerty Road  ~  Plymouth, MI 

W ITNESS & WORSHIP 



 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 14, 2010 

ST. KENNETH COMMUNITY  

PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN  

BELCZAKõS BULLETIN (CONT.) 

Thursday evening at 7:00 pm ñPaths to Forgiveness ï Lenten Missionò  
Lent Fish Fry every Friday evening beginning at 5:30 pm 
Stations of the Cross every Friday evening at 7:00 pm 
Coffee and Doughnuts on Sunday morning following the 7:30; 9:00; and 
11:00 oôclock Mass 

          

RETURN YOUR PALM BRANCHES 
 Each year we request that you return last yearôs palm branches to the 
church.  We also use the old palm branches for the Easter Vigil fire.  Please 
place you palm branches in the basket located in the Gathering Space in the 
weeks ahead.  

 

FOOTWASHEES WANTED  
We are looking for a few good feet (male or female, child, teen, adult, 

senior, single, separated, married, divorced, widowed) to be washed at the Holy 
Thursday Evening Mass.  During the Gospel we reenact the example of Jesus 
who washed his discipleôs feet as an act of service.  If you would like to put your 
best foot forward and volunteer to represent our faith community, please 
contact the parish office at 734-420-0288. 

     

IRISH HUMOR:  
 Paddy was driving down the street in a sweat because he had an 
important meeting and couldn't find a parking place. Looking up to heaven he 
said, ñLord, please have pity on me. If you find me a parking place I will go to 
Mass every Sunday for the rest of me life and give up me Irish whiskey!" 
Miraculously, a parking place appeared. Paddy looked up again and said, 
"Never mind Lord, I found one." 
 
 Father Murphy walks into a pub in Donegal, and says to the first man 
he meets, "Do you want to go to heaven?" The man said, "I do, Father.ñ  The 
priest said, ñThen stands over there against the wall." Then the priest asked the 
second man, "Do you want to go to heaven?" "Certainly, Father," was the man's 
reply. ñThen stand over there against the wall," said the priest. 
 Then Father Murphy walked up to O'Toole and said, "Do you want to go 
to heaven?" O'Toole said, "No, I don't Father.ò The priest said, "I don't believe 
this. You mean to tell me that when you die you don't want to go to heaven?"  
O'Toole said, "Oh, when I die, yes. I thought you were getting a group together 
to go right now." 
 

  Happy Saint Patrickôs Day!  
  Happy Saint Josephôs Day! 
 Have a Spirit-filled Lent! 

    

   Fr. Tom Belczak  
 

GIFT OF LIFE 
      I humbly ask you to please consider giving the Gift of Life.  There are very 
few restrictions and there is no age limit for organ or tissue donation.  Signing 
up is easy, and I would be happy to assist you March 20th and 21st following 
each Mass.  All that is needed is your Drivers License number and your name, 
and once registered you will receive the heart emblem for your license in the 
mail.  You may also sign up in any Secretary of State Branch office, on Gift of 
Life Michiganôs website (www.giftoflifemichigan.org) or by phoning Gift of Life 
Michigan at 1-800-482-4881.  Your decision to Donate Life is the gift of hope 
many are waiting for.  I am looking forward to meeting you. 
 

     Beth Gault 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer of   

Stewardship 
   
I offer this day to you, 
 dear God. 

Thank you for the blessings 
 you have given me. 

May I use these gifts 
 to build your kingdom. 

May my actions be a  

 reflection of your love. 
May what I do today bring 

 others closer to you. 
May my words be kind and 

 gentle and may they 
 bring joy to others. 

Today, help me to give back 
 a portion of what you 

 have given me. 
I ask this in Jesusõ name. 

 

   Amen 

http://www.giftoflifemichigan.org/
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Sunday, March 14 
       7:00 AM Catholic Book Store  
       8:30 AM Coffee & Donuts 
       9:00 AM RCIA     
       9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
     11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
       6:00 PM Living Stations Rehearsal  
       7:00 PM High School Youth Group    

  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  
 

Monday, March 15 

    10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
       5:00 PM Christian Formation Program 
       6:00 PM Soup Kitchen Prep 
       7:15 PM Health Care Ministry Meeting 
       7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only) 
 

Tuesday, March 16 
   10:00 AM Senior Weaving 

  5:00 PM Christian Formation Program 
  7:00 PM Womenôs Spirituality 
 

Wednesday, March 17 

     10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
      5:45 PM Logos  
   

Thursday, March 18 

       6:30 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal 
       7:00 PM Lenten Mission:  Paths to Forgiveness 
       7:00 PM RCIA 
 

Friday, March 19 

       9:00 AM Mothers of Pre-Schoolers 
     11:00 AM Stephen Ministry Leadership 
       5:30 PM Fish Fry 
       7:00 PM Live Stations of the Cross 
       7:00 PM Junior High Youth Group 
 

Saturday, March 20 

  5:30 PM Blood Pressure Screening  
  6:00 PM Charity Euchre Tournament 
 

Sunday, March 21 

       8:30 AM Blood Pressure Screening 
       8:30 AM Coffee & Donuts 
       9:00 AM RCIA     
       9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
     11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
       2:00 PM Sunday Afternoon MS Support  
       8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

Week of March 14, 2010 
 

Sunday , March 14 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 Joshua 5:9a, 10-12; Psalm 34;  
 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; 
 Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 

Monday, March 15 
 Isaiah 65:17-21; Psalm 30;  
 John 4:43-54 

Tuesday, March 16 
 Ezekiel 47:1-9,12; Psalm 46;  
 John 5:1-16 

Wednesday, March 17 
Saint Patrick 
 Isaiah 49:8-15; Psalm 145;  
 John 5:17-30 

Thursday, March 18 
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem 
 Exodus 32:7-14; Psalm 106;  
 John 5:31-47 

Friday, March 19 
Saint Joseph, Husband of The 
Blessed Virgin Mary 
 2 Samuel 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16;  
 Psalm 89; Romans 4:13, 16-18, 22;  
 Matthew 1:16, 18-21, 24a  

Saturday, March 20 
 Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm 7;  
 John 7:40-53 

Sunday , March 21 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126;  
 Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11
  

This Week in our Parish 

of the week 

When have you been generous enough to forgive someone       

who has hurt you deeply? 
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CATHOLIC BOOK 

STORE 
 

The Staff from Catholic Book Store 
will be here on Saturday and     
Sunday, March 13 & 14, 2010 with 
a display of books, bibles, religious 
articles, music, etc.  Please stop after Mass and pay them a 
visit.  They will be glad to assist you in any way they can. 

This week we celebrate the Second  
Scrutiny with our Elect.  We ask that  
they experience freedom of mind and  
heart, that the Spirit empower them to  
put all fear behind, and that the same  
Spirit transform them into seekers of  
all that is holy and just.  We pray for  
ourselves as well, that in spite of being faced with the  
phony values of the world, we remain faithful to the 
spirit of the Gospel. 

LENTEN GIVING CRIB  
In the Gathering Space this weekend is a crib loaded with 
Easter eggs.  Each egg contains a specific request for an 
item that will  benefit AAA Pregnancy Resource Center in 
Livonia.  If you are able to donate please take an egg and 
purchase the item or items requested.  Return your        
unwrapped gift to the Gathering Space by Sunday, March 
21st.  Your generosity will benefit mothers and babies who 
are in need of diapers, formula and clothing.  Thank you for 
sharing your blessings with those in need. 
 

Christian Service Commission 

BLOOD DRIVE   

 The need is constant. The gratification is instant. 
Please consider being a blood donor at our next blood 
drive on March 28th from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Just one 
donation could help save up to three lives. Your blood  
donation ensures that when blood is needed  - for cancer 
treatments, surgeries or injuries ï it will be there.  The 
need for blood is ongoing and is always greater than the 
available supply. This puts our loved ones who need blood 
at risk.  By becoming a blood donor, you help increases 
the local supply. Your donation does make a difference. 
 In response to donor feedback, the Red Cross is  
striving to streamline the donor process.  Effective in 
January, all donors with a scheduled appointment receive 
a colored number and are seen prior to donors without 
scheduled appointments.  The Red Cross will send staff 
based on the number of scheduled appointments. There 
are different ways to schedule appointments.  A sign-up 
sheet will be available in the Gathering Space in the 
back of church. You can schedule an appointment when 
you get a call from the Red Cross call center. You can visit 
www.givelife.org.  You will need to enter sponsor code 
Stken  Here are the steps for a first time online user: 
 

Go to www.givelife.org 
Click on My Profile 
Click on Create a Profile 
Enter info where there is an asterisk (*) 
Also when entering email address you have to 

create a password for website 
Then click submit 
 

Walk-ins are always welcome at any blood drive and will 
be accommodated.  Hope to see you at the next blood 
drive! 

SAINT KENNETH HOLY BOWLERS  
"The Hopefuls" team is pictured here.  Mary Anne Bar, Sally 
Pinchock, Lillian Smith and Anne Gurka were a little       
hesitant to have their picture taken as they are in last 
place.  Don't worry ladies, I won't mention that!  With five 
weeks left in the season anything can happen.  Regardless 
of the standings they sure know how to have fun and they 
are always smiling. 
 

Blessings and Bowling. 

WOMENõS SPRITUALITY GROUP 

Things Hidden-by Richard Rohr 
Chapter 6-Razorôs Edge  

 

The Womenôs Spirituality Group is always open to          
newcomers.  Although our discussions are prompted by the 
book we have chosen, Things Hidden, by Richard Rohr,  
having and reading the book is not a requirement. 
We have these thoughts to ponder from Chapter 6, Razorôs 
Edge: Knowing and Not Knowing: 

Reading scripture is not about information but about     
transformation. 
It isnôt always that more is better especially in acquiring  
information. 
Spirituality is creating a good balance between light and 
darkness. We cannot appreciate the light until we have  
experienced the darkness.  Through the darkness you 
can find the light. 
Each breath is a gift to and from God.  God is as available 
and as accessible as breath. 
Being right is only about being honest and humble. 
Spirituality is being comfortable with the not knowing as 
well as with the knowing. 
You cannot give people the conclusions without walking 
the journey yourself. 

We invite other women to come and listen, learn, and 
deepen their relationship with God and others. 
Please contact the following women if you would like more 
information about the group: Margaret Rhoades, 734-459-
7467 or Anne Dwyer, 734-718-9217. 

http://www.givelife.org/
http://www.givelife.org/
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DESSERTS FOR ST. CHRISTINEõS  
 

 St. Kenneth Parish will be serving dinner 
at St. Christineôs Soup Kitchen on Tuesday, 
March 16.  The number of dinners served 
has significantly increased the last number of 
months and we have a great need  for 
desserts.  Cookies, brownies, cupcakes, 
fresh fruit are all welcome.  The desserts should be 
delivered to the benches outside the parish offices on 
Monday, March 15 between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM or 
before 9:00 AM on Tuesday, March 16. Thank you for your 
support.   

Date Title Topics 

Mar. 18 Grace and  

Sacraments 

Why go to confession? 

Forgiveness & Grieving 

Sacramental Grace 

 

At the request of many,  
Fr. Chris Valka is            

publishing his homilies and  
mission presentations online at: 

 
 http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.com/  

SAVE THE DATE..... 
Friday, April 16th 

PBJ Outreach Euchre Night  
at St. Kenneth 

 

details to follow! 

TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH  

March Is National Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month.  
According to the Centers for Disease Control and           
Prevention, colorectal cancer - cancer of the colon or     
rectum - is the second leading cause of cancer related 
deaths in the United States that affects both men and 
women.  Colorectal cancer also is one of the most         
commonly diagnosed cancers in the United States.  
Screening saves lives.   If everyone aged 50 years old or 
older were screened regularly, as many as 60% of deaths 
from this cancer could be avoided.  
 

Colorectal cancer is a malignant tumor arising from the 

wall of the large intestine. 

Risk factors include heredity, colon polyps, and long 

standing ulcerative colitis. 

Colon polyps and early cancer can have no symptoms.  

Therefore, regular screening is important. 

Diagnosis of colorectal cancer can be made by barium 

enema or by colonoscopy with biopsy confirmation of     
cancer tissue. 

Treatment of colorectal cancer depends on the location, 

size and extent of cancer spread as well as the age and 
health of the patient. 
Surgery is the most common treatment for colorectal      
cancer. 
 

For more information, contact the Centers for Disease   
Control and Prevention at www.cdc.gov . 
 

Ann Greskowiak, RN, Parish Health Ministry 

PLEASE NOTE - There will be no Coffee 

and Donut hospitality following the March 
28th Masses due to the Blood Drive.  Sorry 

for the inconvenience! 

TAIZ É PRAYER SERVICE 
Please join us in  church on Monday,  
March 22nd at 7pm for a Taizé prayer     
service. Taizé prayer is a meditative candle 
lit service which includes simple chants sung 
repeatedly; rich silence; and prayers of 
praise and intercession.  

http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.com/
http://www.cdc.gov/
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Faith Formation Happenings 

At-A Glance 
 

Week of  March 14 
 

Sunday 
9am Rainbow Sunday 
11am  Rainbow Sunday 
 

Monday 
5pm CFP  

Tuesday 
5pm CFP 
 

Wednesday 
5:45pm LOGOS 
 

Thursday 
7pm  Lenten Speaker Series with Fr. Chris 

 

Friday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

 

Saturday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

The SACRAMENT OF  

CONFIRMATION  
will be held  

Thursday, March 25 
 

Liturgy begins at 7pm 
 

Small Change makes a BIG Change for Haiti! 

Remember to bring in your pocket change 

Attention all  CFP, FRE, LOGOS, 

 Confirmation and High School Students. 
 

We are looking for students interested in performing a live interpretation 
of the Stations of the Cross on Friday,  

March 19th in church. There will be one rehearsal on Sunday, March 
14th at 6PM.  Call or email Mary Lippert for details  

734-927-1253 mary@stkenneth.org  
 

FAMILY FORGIVENESS NIGHT  
On Monday, March 29th at 7:00pm, families are 
invited to gather in church to celebrate the       
Sacrament of Reconciliation in a family friendly 
setting.  We will participate in a communal       
penance service with the opportunity to celebrate 
individual reconciliation from several priests who 
will be present.  Immediately following the         
sacrament, we will continue to celebrate Godôs 
mercy and unconditional love with an Ice Cream 
Party in our Social hall.  Please join us! 

FIRST COMMUNION 

FAMILIES 
Our Blessing Cup Meal will be  
celebrated on Thursday, April 15th; 
Tuesday, April 19th; and Wednesday, 
April 20th beginning at 6:30pm.  All 
family members are welcome.  RSVP 
is necessary so that we might prepare 

accordingly.  Please return your RSVP cards or call Barb Fugate at 734
-420-3031 to reserve your place. 



Youth Happenings... 
 

 
Check out our Youth Group  

Calendar on-line at: 
www.stkenneth.org/youth 
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A Note from Gretchené 
What goes around,  

 comes around  
 His name was Fleming, and he was 
a poor Scottish farmer.  One day, while 
trying to make a living for his family, he 
heard a cry for help coming from a 
nearby bog.  He dropped his tools and ran to the bog. 
 There, mired to his waist in black muck, was a terrified 
boy, screaming and struggling to free himself.  Farmer 
Fleming saved the lad from what could have been a slow 
and terrifying death.  
 The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the      
Scotsman's sparse surroundings.  An elegantly dressed 
nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father 
of the boy Farmer Fleming had saved. 
 "I want to repay you," said the nobleman.  "You saved 
my son's life."  
 "No, I can't accept payment for what I did," the Scottish 
farmer replied waving off the offer.  At that moment, the 
farmer's own son came to the door of the family hovel. 
 "Is that your son?" the nobleman asked. 
 "Yes," the farmer replied proudly. 
 "I'll make you a deal. Let me provide him with the level 
of education my own son will enjoy.  If the lad is anything 
like his father, he'll no doubt grow to be a man we both will 
be proud of."  And that he did. 
 Farmer Fleming's son attended the very best schools 
and in time, graduated from St. Mary's Hospital Medical 
School in London, and went on to become known    
throughout the world as the noted Sir Alexander Fleming, 
the discoverer of Penicillin. 
 Years afterward, the same nobleman's son who was 
saved from the bog was stricken with pneumonia. 
 What saved his life this time?  Penicillin.  
 The name of the nobleman?  Lord Randolph Churchill.  
 His son's name?  Sir Winston Churchill 
 
 Someone once said, ñWhat goes around, comes 
around.ò  What are you spreading around this Lenten     
season? 
 

 In His Unconditional Love,      Gretchen  

Youth Group!   March 2010 

High School Youth Group                 Junior High Youth Group 

 
For more information, contact Mary  

734-927-1253 or mary@stkenneth.org 

LOGOS PROGRAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our next Logos Session is  

Wednesday, March 17th  

5:45PM-8:00PM.  

St. Patrick and the Trinity  
 

Small Change Collection!  
 Bring in your small change and make a BIG 

CHANGE for Haiti.  All money collected will benefit 

Clinique de St. Michel of Haiti under the direction of 

Bishop Thomas Gumbleton. 
 

Meal: Irish Beef in a Bag (a.k.a. walking tacos), 

Corned Bread,  

Leprechaun Lemonade, Paddy OôPudding 

March 14  HSYG following 
Stations of the Cross  

Rehearsal 
March 27 Easter Egg Hunt 

March 14 Rehearsal    6PM 
March 19    JHYG following 
LIVE Stations of the Cross 

at 7PM in the Church. 

The Youth Group Sponsored  

Easter Egg Hunt  
Is Saturday, March 27th  

At 1PM 

 

*Crafts  

*Pizza 

*Egg Hunt  

PRAYER OF SAINT PATRICK 

Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me. 

 

Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, and in danger, 

Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.  

http://www.sundayschoollessons.com/prayer.htm



