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ST. KENNETH  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY  

14951 N. Haggerty Road  ~  Plymouth, MI 

W ITNESS & WORSHIP 

 
  

Continued on page  2 

 The words of Saint Paul taken from our second reading of todayôs liturgy provide 
 an excellent backdrop to our celebration of our parish pride in preparing young  
adults for the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Saint Paul invites us to learn of Christ  
through him,  by ñstraining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit of Godôs  
upward calling in Christ Jesusò  (Philippians 3:14) That is exactly what our catechists  
and teachers do in our faith formation program.  Saint Paul reminds the people of the  
early church as well as the people of Plymouth, Livonia and Northville that the  
process of learning includes this personal pursuit of Godôs calling to ñbecoming like 
Christ.ò 

As a parish community we are very proud of our efforts to help children grow in  
their Christian learning and faith development.  As a parish community , we strive not  
only to know Christianity, but to be like Christ each and every day.  We are pleased to celebrate their 
Confirmation this week.  Please pray for the 70 young adults who will be confirmed at the 7:00 
oôclock Mass Thursday evening. Bishop Francis Reiss, will be present in our community and celebrate 
the sacrament that evening. 

Our Confirmation candidates are approaching a time in their life when the ability to make good    
decisions based on strong values will be very important to them.  As each year passes they will have to 
make more and more decisions about their actions and their future.  Parents, teachers, and other adult 
role models cannot make these decisions.  The adults can support, they can give advice, and they can 
encourage; however, the decision rests on the individual student.  It is our hope that the conferral of the 
Holy Spirit at Confirmation will help them in making these decisions and strengthen them to be able to 
make good choices that reflect their Catholic Christian commitment. 

I am especially grateful to Elaine Kramer, Jonell Traylor and our Parent Catechists who make such 
great efforts to share their faith with our Confirmation students.  The American cultural environment in 
which we live does not support the values that Christ teaches in the Gospel.  In many instances        
societyôs values are directly opposite our religious values.  It is in this hostile environment that these 
young adults are called to be witnesses to Christ.  We pray for our newly confirmed, that filled with 
Godôs Spirit, they may take their gifts and talents to do what the apostles did when they received the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  Todayôs second reading, reminds the newly confirmed  and challenges all of 
us that: ñstraining forward to what lies ahead, I continue my pursuit of Godôs upward calling in Christ 
Jesus.ò 

 
 As the season of Lent rapidly draws to a close, we turn our minds and hearts to the celebration of 
mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  In that sacrament, the faith community accepts all the weary         
attempts at expressing and asking forgiveness, and helps correct the petty holding back of forgiveness.  
The celebration of the sacrament gathers words and gestures ï the stuff of the rite.  Through the      
celebrating church, God embraces the penitent with words of welcome.  God sees the contrite heart and 
anticipates the sinnerôs struggling words of repentance.  The church welcomes the sinner home and 
provides a world in which the lost ones celebrate a homecoming so grand that they are made to feel as 
if they never left. 
 While statistics may show many Catholics continue to shy away from the Sacrament of               
Reconciliation, by no means does it mean average parishioners are without a sense of their own       
sinfulness.  Far from it!  Listen to a group of Catholics at a dinner party and youôre bound to hear them 
ñconfessò to how that old ñCatholic guiltò still keeps them on the straight and narrow.  Sit among parents 
at soccer practice and youôre apt to hear sighs about the times theyôve lost patience with their children or 
spouse. 
 The point of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is not God playing ñGotcha!ò when we admit our faults 
and failings; the point of Reconciliation is to celebrate a generous God who is rich in grace, overflowing 
in mercy, and aching to give us all a fresh start. It is not TOO EARLY to make plans to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation prior to Easter.  Personal private individual confession will be available on 
the following dates and times: 



 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 121 2010 

ST. KENNETH COMMUNITY  

PLYMOUTH, MICHIGAN  
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 Saturday, March 27 at 3:30 p.m. 
 Monday, March 29 at 7:00 p.m.  (We will have additional priests 

 present to help.) 
Join us!  We value your participation.  We need your presence.  Come and 

see what was lost is now found, what was dead come to life again.  Come feel 
Godôs homecoming embrace and let God lead you to the great feast of life! 
 

LENTEN PRAYER, STUDY, AND COMMUNITY 

BUILDING OPPORTUNITI ES DURING LENT 
Weekday Mass at 9:00 am  
Mother of Perpetual Help Novena every Tuesday morning 
Tuesday Evening Mass at 7:00 pm 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament (9:45 am to 4:30 pm) every Tuesday 
Lent Fish Fry every Friday evening beginning at 5:30 pm 
Stations of the Cross every Friday evening at 7:00 pm 
Coffee and Doughnuts on Sunday morning following the 7:30; 9:00; and 
11:00 oôclock Mass 
Palm Sunday Blood Drive  

 

RETURN YOUR PALM BRANCHES 
 Each year we request that you return last yearôs palm branches to the 
church.  We also use the old palm branches for the Easter Vigil fire.  Please 
place you palm branches in the basket located in the Gathering Space in the 
weeks ahead.  
 

FOOTWASHEES WANTED  
 We are looking for a few good feet (male or female, child, teen, adult, 
senior, single, separated, married, divorced, widowed) to be washed at the Holy 
Thursday Evening Mass.  During the Gospel we reenact the example of Jesus 
who washed his discipleôs feet as an act of service.  If you would like to put your 
best foot forward and volunteer to represent our faith community, please 
contact the parish office at 734-420-0288. 

 

WHERE ARE THE RICE BOWLS? 
 Some parishioners have inquired about the ñrice bowlò program that has 
traditionally been part of our Lenten experience.  The rice bowl program has 
been offered by Catholic parishes for as long as I can remember.  At Saint 
Kenneth we have noticed that over the past several years, less and less people 
were actually taking the cardboard bowl home ï but most parishioners were 
kind enough to return their loose change, dollars and generous check donations 
to the parish during Holy Week and Easter. 
 With the news of the devastating earthquake that destroyed Haiti earlier this 
year, we decided to encourage the children in our Religious Education and 
Logos Programs to participate in the ñSmall Change makes a BIG CHANGE for 
Haitiò throughout the Lenten Season.  It works the same as the ñrice bowlò 
program, only without the cardboard bowl.  You are encouraged to sacrifice for 
the sake of others, and bring your pocket change to support the rebuilding 
efforts in Haiti.  We will send your generous donations to the Clinique de St. 
Michel of Haiti ï to support the efforts to bring medical supplies, drugs and 
healing to those who have survived the earthquake. 
 You can participate as well!  Feel free to deposit your small change 
(pennies, nickels, dimes, and quarters) into the jug located in the gathering 
space over the weeks ahead.  You may also place a donation into an envelope 
and marked ñBIG CHANGEò and deposit it into our offertory kiosk over the 
weeks ahead. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer of   

Stewardship 
   

Bountiful God, 
You have been so generous to 

us, 
 Help us be generous to 

 others. 
Your love is unconditional, 

 Help us love others 
 with open hearts. 

Your gifts are bountiful, 
 Help us pass them on  

 joyfully. 

Your mercy is infinite,  
 Help us forgive 

 those who have injured us. 
Your grace is never-ending, 

 Help us give glory to you in 
 all we do. 

Your wisdom is boundless,  
 Help us choose your way in 

 all we do today. 
We pray in Jesusõ name. 

 
   Amen    

Continued on page  4 
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Sunday, March 21 
       8:30 AM Coffee & Donuts 
       8:30 AM Blood Pressure Screening  
       9:00 AM RCIA     
       9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
     11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
       2:00 PM Sunday Afternoon MS Support  

  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  
 

Monday, March 22 

    10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
       5:00 PM Christian Formation Program 
       6:45 PM Speak Easy Toastmaster 
       7:00 PM NWCSL Managers Meeting 
       7:00 PM Taize Prayer Service 
       7:00 PM Parish Council 
       7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only) 
 

Tuesday, March 23 
   10:00 AM Senior Weaving 

  5:00 PM Christian Formation Program 
  6:45 PM SM Supervision 
 

Wednesday, March 24 

   10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
     7:00 PM Protecting Godôs Children  
   

Thursday, March 25 

      7:00 PM Confirmation 
     7:00 PM RCIA 
 

Friday, March 26 

       5:30 PM Fish Fry 
      7:00 PM      Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday, March 27 

  9:00 AM RCIA Retreat 
  9:00 AM Art & Environment Decorating  
  1:00 PM RCIA Practice 
  1:00 PM Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Sunday, March 28 

       7:00 AM Blood Drive 
       9:00 AM RCIA     
       2:00 PM Lenten Penance Service  
       8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

Week of March 21, 2010 
 

Sunday , March 21 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; 
 Philippians 3:8-14; John 8:1-11 

 

Monday, March 22 
 Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 ; 
 Psalm 23; John 8:12-20 

 

Tuesday, March 23 
Saint Toribio de Mogrovejo, bishop 
 Numbers 21:4-9; Psalm 102;  
 John 8:21-30 

 

Wednesday, March 24 
 Daniel 3:14-20, 91-92, 95;  
 Daniel 3:52-56; John 8:31-42 

 

Thursday, March 25 
The Annunciation of the Lord 
 Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Psalm 40; 
 Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 

 

Friday, March 26 
 Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalm 18;  
 John 10:31-42 

 

Saturday, March 27 
 Ezekiel 37:21-28; Jeremiah 31:10-13; 
 John 11:45-56 

 

Sunday , March 28 
Palm Sunday of the Lordôs Passion 
 Luke 19:28-40; Psalm 22;  
 Isaiah 50:4-7;  
 Philippians 2:6-11; 
 Luke 22:14ð23:56 or 23:1-49 
  

This Week in our Parish 

of the week 

What is the difference between being righteous                          

and being self-righteous? 
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At the request of many,  
Fr. Chris Valka is            

publishing his homilies and  
mission presentations online at: 

 http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.cm/  

    Our Elect today celebrate the third  

and final Scrutiny before the Easter  
celebration.  We pray that they may be  
given faith to acknowledge the risen  
Christ, that they be freed from sin and  
grow in holiness that they be filled with  
hope while preparing themselves for their  
birth to new life.  And we pray for ourselves, that all of us 
may walk in newness of life and show to the world the 
power of the risen Christ. 
    Today our Elect are presented with the Lord's Prayer. 
This gift of Jesus teaches us all how to pray. May we all be 
responsive to God's love, so we receive pardon for our sins 
and have new life as children of God. 
    This week our Elect and their sponsors will gather in 
retreat.  Pray for them! 

LENTEN GIVING CRIB  
     This weekend (March 20 & 21) all gift items are to be 
returned to the Gathering Space for the Right to Life Giving 
Crib.  We will be delivering the items to AAA Pregnancy 
Resource Center in Livonia following the 11:00AM 
mass.  Thank you for your support of LIFE! 
 

- Christian Service Commission 

SAVE THE DATE..... 
Friday, April 16th    6:30pm 

PBJ Outreach Euchre Night  
at St. Kenneth 

details to follow next weekend! 

ñWhew!ò  God said.  ñI just created a period of alternating 
light and darkness on earth.ò   
 

ñWhat will you do now?ò the angel asked. 
 

ñI think Iôll call it a day,ò God replied.  

    
   Have a Spirit-filled Lent! 
 

   Fr. Tom Belczak  

WINE AND ROSES 2010 

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE  

ON PALM SUNDAY 
The First Sunday Food Drive for April will 
be held on the weekend of Palm Sunday, 
March 28.  The St. Vincent de Paul chapter  
will be using the food for Easter food baskets to meet the 
needs of St.  Dominicôs Outreach and our own local         
parish.  Non-perishable food items, especially staples such 
as rice, beans, cereal, peanut butter, canned meat and 
vegetables are always needed.  Since many of the families 
receiving the baskets have young children, some Easter 
candy or deserts are also welcome.  We will be sorting 
food, making, and delivering baskets after the 11:00 mass 
on Palm Sunday.  If anyone knows of a family or senior in 
the St. Kenneth Parish community in need of a food basket 
this Easter, please call the parish office and provide the 
name, phone number, and family size.  Thank you in       
advance for your generous support of this ministry. 
 

  St. Kenneth SVDP 

SINGLE CATHOLIC WOME N INVITED 

TO HOLY WEEK ðTRIDUUM  ôCOME 

AND SEEõ 
What better time is there to explore your possible call to 
religious life than the Triduum, the three sacred days that 
bring the Church from Jesusô giving of himself in the   
Eucharist at the Last Supper to his suffering, death and  
resurrection? If you are a single Catholic woman, age 18 
to 35, the Adrian Dominican Sisters invite you to spend 
these holy days with them at the Motherhouse as you     
discern life as an Adrian Dominican. 

The Holy Week-Triduum ñCome and Seeò will be held 
Thursday, April 1 through Sunday, April 4.  

Arrival Date: Thursday, April 1, 2010  
Departure: Following 11:30 a.m. Easter Dinner 
To RSVP, please contact Sister Durstyne Farnan, OP, at 
vocations@adriandominicans.org or 517-266-3530 by 
Friday, March 26, 2010. More information about the Adrian 
Dominican Sisters is available on our website, 
www.adriandominicans.org. 

http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.com/
mailto:vocations@adriandominicans.org
http://www.adriandominicans.org
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A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE BY BUD OZAR 
 

Each day we hurl verbal stones of ridicule, criticism,     
name-calling and put-downs ï and they are killers. Jesus 
admonishes us: ñWhoever is without sin can throw the first 
stone.ò In other words, no one is qualified to throw stones. 
Rid your home of violence and stop the verbal stoning. 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITY 
 What a wonderful opportunity to spend 
private time with the Lord, present on the  
altar in His glory.  Like the shepherds we can 
come to adore Jesus, but we have the      
advantage of knowing that He hears us, loves us, and    
responds to us.  The Blessed Sacrament is  exposed for 
our devotion on Tuesday following 9:00mass, until 4:30PM.  
Stop in and refresh your soul with the presence of God. 
 Please sign in so it becomes apparent the times that 
there are many people present and the times when there is 
a need for more worshipers.  There should always be 
someone in the presence of the Blessed  Sacrament. 
 Any questions or suggestions please call                 

(734) 420-0498. 

PLEASE NOTE:  ADORATION IS SUBJECT TO 

SHORT NOTICE CANCELLATION DUE TO   

FUNERALS.. 

BLOOD DRIVE   

 The need is constant. The gratification is instant. 
Please consider being a blood donor at our next blood drive 
on March 28th from 7:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  Just one 
donation could help save up to three lives. Your blood    
donation ensures that when blood is needed  - for cancer 
treatments, surgeries or injuries ï it will be there.  The need 
for blood is ongoing and is always greater than the       
available supply. This puts our loved ones who need blood 
at risk.  By becoming a blood donor, you help increases the 
local supply. Your donation does make a difference. 
 In response to donor feedback, the Red Cross is     
striving to streamline the donor process.  Effective in    
January, all donors with a scheduled appointment receive a 
colored number and are seen prior to donors without  
scheduled appointments.  The Red Cross will send staff 
based on the number of scheduled appointments. There 
are different ways to schedule appointments.  A sign-up 
sheet will be available in the Gathering Space in the 
back of church. You can schedule an appointment when 
you get a call from the Red Cross call center. You can visit 
www.givelife.org.  You will need to enter sponsor code 
Stken  Here are the steps for a first time online user: 
 

Go to www.givelife.org 
Click on My Profile 
Click on Create a Profile 
Enter info where there is an asterisk (*) 
Also when entering email address you have to   

create a password for website 
Then click submit 
 

Walk-ins are always welcome at any blood drive and will be 
accommodated.  Hope to see you at the next blood drive! 

PLEASE NOTE - There will be no Coffee 

and Donut hospitality following the March 
28th Masses due to the Blood Drive.  Sorry 

for the inconvenience! 

St. Kenneth Parishioner Makes the News: 
 

The University of Detroit Jesuit High School and Academy 
is proud to announce the First Semester Honor Students: 
Please help us in congratulating: 

 

Peter Wenderski 
 Second Honors 

ST. KENNETH STEPHEN  

MINISTRY CARES 
 

Are you experiencing difficult times? 
Are you 
 worried? 
 unhappy? 
 afraid? 
 uncertain? 
 sad? 
 overwhelmed? 
 

St. Kenneth Stephen Ministry cares and wants to help you.  
Call the parish office at  734 420-0288. 

TAIZ É PRAYER SERVICE 
Please join us in  church on Monday,  
March 22nd at 7pm for a Taizé 
prayer service. Taizé prayer is a 
meditative candle lit service which 
includes simple chants sung          
repeatedly; rich silence; and prayers 
of praise and intercession.  

http://www.givelife.org/
http://www.givelife.org/
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Faith Formation Happenings 

At-A Glance 
 

Week of  March 21 
 

Sunday 
9am Rainbow Sunday 
11am  Rainbow Sunday 
 

Monday 
5pm CFP  (Seder meal) 

Tuesday 
5pm CFP (Seder meal) 
 

Wednesday 
5:45pm Protecting Godôs Children workshop 
 

Thursday 
7pm  Sacrament of Confirmation 

 

Friday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

 

Saturday 
1pm Easter Egg Hunt 

The SACRAMENT OF  

CONFIRMATION  
will be held  

Thursday, March 25 
 

Liturgy begins at 7pm 
 

Small Change makes a BIG Change for Haiti! 

Remember to bring in your pocket change 

FAMILY FORGIVENESS NIGHT  
Sin happens in every family.  We often hurt the 
ones we love most.  During this season of Grace, 
experience Godôs mercy in a family setting.  On 
Monday, March 29th at 7:00pm, families are  
invited to gather in church to celebrate the         
Sacrament of Reconciliation in a family friendly 
setting.  We will participate in a communal       
penance service with the opportunity to celebrate 
individual reconciliation from several priests who 
will be present.  Immediately following the         
sacrament, we will continue to celebrate Godôs 
mercy and unconditional love with an Ice Cream Party in our Social 
Hall.  Please join us! 

FIRST COMMUNION 

FAMILIES 
Our Blessing Cup Meal will be  
celebrated on Thursday, April 15th; 
Tuesday, April 19th; and Wednesday, 
April 20th beginning at 6:30pm.  All 
family members are welcome.  RSVP 
is necessary so that we might prepare 

accordingly.  Please return your RSVP cards or call Barb Fugate at  
734-420-3031 to reserve your place. 

PROTECTING GODõS CHILDREN 
Our catechists and others who minister to children and youth at St. 
Kennethôs are invited to attend an archdiocesan-sponsored workshop, 
Protecting Godôs Children, Wednesday, March 24th  from 6pm-9pm 
here at St. Kennethôs.  The mandated workshops will increase         
sensitivity to safety concerns for children and youth in our care.  To  
register for this workshop, go online to www.virtus.org or call Gretchen  
at 420-3031. 

CFP SEDER MEAL 
As part of our annual Lenten observation, children in 
our Childrenôs Formation Program (CFP) will          
participate in a child friendly Seder Meal on Monday, 
March 22nd and Tuesday, March 23rd. Single bite 

size portions of  the following foods will be provided: roast beef, celery, 
apples with cinnamon, pita bread, and grape juice.  Please contact the 
Religious Formation Office with any dietary concerns.   
Gretchen @stkenneth.org   or  734-420-3031. 



Youth Happenings... 
 

 
Check out our Youth Group  

Calendar on-line at: 
www.stkenneth.org/youth 
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A Note from Gretchené 
 

 A Sweeping Statement 
 

 Consider the feather dusteré 
It does a big job very well,       
frantically dusting off public 
spaces quickly when  company is 
coming.  It fits right in with a philosophy I adapted 
when I saw a small sign that read, ñMy idea of 
cleaning house is to sweep the room with a 
glance!ò 
 I admit it.  I will never be chosen House-
cleaner of the Universe, although I love a clean 
home.  Through the years, I have tried to trick 
everyone into thinking my house is in order by 
making it look charmingly (and deceptively)     
well-kept because of all the houseplants and        
decorative accessories that hide the dust in     
corners and on tabletops.  Candles and low    
wattage lights also keep dust visibility to a      
minimum. 

During Lent, our lives as well as our 
homes could use a good sweeping out, 
a little spring cleaning  The surface 
may look OK but, oh, those dust-balls 
are lurking.  Iôm afraid that sometimes I 
work like the feather duster, spiritually 
sweeping across the surface when I 

should be delving in.  Fortunately, I still have a 
little time left to ñclean up my actò, during the    
remaining Lenten season. 
 So as I putter along with my spring house 
cleaning, I can continue with my spiritual cleaning 
too!  Dusting away at the cobwebs in my heart 
and polishing up my grateful attitude. 
  
 In His Unconditional Love,        

     Gretchen  

 
Adapted from Paper Bag Prayers by Bernadette McCarver Snyder 

 

I am thankful for a lawn that needs mowing, 

windows that need cleaning and gutters that 

need fixing because it means I have a homeé 

I am thankful for the piles of laundry and   

ironing because it means loved ones are nearby.  

                         -Nancie J. Carmody  

  

  

Youth Group!   April 2010 

On April 30th, we will be hosting our first 
Overnight Homeless Event  

For students in grades 6-12. 
 

Students need to register with a permission 
slip and  

bring a large box to sleep in. 
If you are an adult who would like to be a 

part of the planning, please call me! 

LOGOS PROGRAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next Logos Session is  

Wednesday, March 31st 

5:45PM-8:00PM.  

Reversed Advent 

Wear black or dark colors 

 

Meal: Dessert served first! 

Sherbet, Bread Sticks, Pasta Bar, Salad. 

 

The Youth Group Sponsored  

Easter Egg Hunt  
Saturday, March 27th  

At 1PM 
For kids ages 0 -100 

Crafts and Pizza with the  
Easter Bunny  

Followed by an Egg Hunt  
 


