Sunday, May 2, 2010

LIVING THE GOSPEL
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AN ENDLESS EASTER

We have reached the mid-point of our fifty day celebration of the Easter Season.
Fifty days of wonder! Fifty days of peace! Fifty days to meditate on our life and the
opportunities the Lord gives us to follow Him by changing the way we live each day.

A few years ago, one of my friends called my attention to an article in the
Reader 6s Digest in which was quoted an
than you think. o This article caused
the dayo ATomorrow is too | ateo AYou c
You cannot live tomorrow, that is mystery. You can only live today, which is why we
call it today a oOpresent o6 moment . o

Perhaps the most challenging saying that summar
with good intentions. o Tomorrow we will write th
living life with new purpose; today is too difficult to drag ourselves up from the old habit track. Tomorrow
we will take time to play with our children; today the pressure of making a living for them will consume
our time. Tomorrow we will give to our favorite charity; today we have another use for our money.

Tomorrow we will return to church and take part in the religious life of our family and community; today
we are too busy.

Life goes forward, each day reaching into tomorrow, and tomarrow is filled with the same old pattern
of procrastination. Our well intentioned plans for tomorrow never culminate, and we suddenly find
ourselves too old, too sick, and too tired and then it is too late. The loved ones we promised to write are
dead and buried; the children are grown and gone; the worthy cause has either died for lack of support
or someone else has take care of its need. Religion and the practice of our faith have drifted out of our
lives. The pleasures we planned for tomorrow no longer have the same appeal. We did not learn to
play; therefore our lives are filled with the habit of work.

God invites us to live each and every day! Easter challenges us to understand that every day is
new year; each day i s new adventure; this day wi/l
life T each and every day.
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Your | ife will always be filled with challenges.

each day. Al fred D. Souza once said, Ailt seemed
real life, but there was always some obstacle in the way. There was always something to be gotten
through first, some unfinished business, some time to be served, or debt to be paid. Then life would

begin. o At | ast it dawned on him that these obst
that there is no fiway to happiness. 0 AHappi ness
and treasure it more because youdve shared it wit

with, and remember, that time waits for no onel!
So, stop waiting until Friday night, until Saturday morning, until you finish school. Until you go back
to school. Until you lose ten pounds. Until you gain ten pounds. Until you get that perfect job. Until
you get a new car, or home or until that car or your home are paid off. Until you are married, until you
have children, until your children have grown, until you get divorced, until you retire. Stop waiting until
spring, until summer, until autumn, until winter. Until the first of the month, until the fifteenth of the
mont h, wuntil your song comes up, until youbve had
youdre born again. Deci de that there is not a be
What is the message of Easter? Jesus died and rose to a new way of life. How might the message
of Easter apply to us i live today, for tomorrow may be too late!

s
MOTHER®S DAY MEMORI AL
We are pleased to inform you that we wilhbothonce

l'iving and deceased on Mot herés Day and throughou
Weekend is May 8/9, 2010.
You can use the Motherés Day Spiritual Bouquet
Continued on page 2
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or the names of other special women who you would like to be remembered in
prayer throughout the month of May. This special envelope is available in the
Parish Office or on the tables in the Gathering Space. A list of names will be
printed in the bulletin next weekend. Please PRINT the names clearly to help
avoid spelling mistakes. Use additional paper if you need more room to
print the names of other women you would like remembered. Please
submit all names by 12:00 noon on Wednesday,

May 5. There is no suggested offering amount; any donation will gladly be
accepted.

e

DEVOTION TO OUR MOTH ER OF PERPETUAL HELP

Each Tuesday at 9:00 AM we begin our morning with the Mother of
Perpetual Help Novena. Our novena prayer card has been used so frequently
over the years that many of the cards |
announce that the prayer card has been replaced i and we will begin to use the
new edition devotional prayer this Tuesday morning. The good news is that we
have purchased more than enough of the prayer cards to serve us for the many
years to come. The bad news is that ¢t
change is always difficult. So please be patient as we introduce this newer

version of this long revered devotional prayer.
e

CATHOLIC SERVICESAPPEAL 2010
CAPITAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT 20109
OUR ST. KENNETH PARISH FUND RAISING EFFORT

CSA 2010 has now begun, and | want to remind everyone that once we
have reached our mandatory target, anything pledged and collected over and
above that amount will be deposited into our parish savings account. Under
the direction of our Stewardship Commission, we now look upon the CSA
as our once-a-year fund-raising effort to generate additional income for
capital expenditures; in other words, for our Saint Kenneth Community
the opportunity to support the CSA is really an opportunity to generate
additional income for our Capital Savings Account.

Last weekend, Lane Ritter encouraged our participation and support of the
annual Catholic Services Appeal. | want to publicly thank him for taking on the
responsibility of being A2010 CSA Chairr
the liturgies. In his presentation he will remind everyone of our stewardship
responsibility to give back to God some of the blessing we receive from God.

With the completion of the renovation of our Social Hall and Kitchen, our
next big capital expense will be the expansion and resurfacing of our
parking lot. Like the Social Hall and Kitchen, we will only be able to
accomplish this very needed (and expensive) project with your generous
support. | hope that we will be able to generate the needed income for this
project over the course of the next two years (2010 CSA and 2011 CSA). Once
you determine your level of support i please remember that your generous
participation in this annual appeal will be the means by which we generate the
needed Cash to Supply Asphalt!

Most parishioners would agree that something needs to be done
with our parking lot! We need additional parking spaces, we need to
widen and i mprove the fAsight | ined of ¢
importantly - the current condition of the asphalt is rapidly deteriorating.
We now have another opportunity to support the mission of the diocese as well
as give our parish the financial means to improve and expand our need for
parking spaces for our future. Giving generously to the CSA also allows us to

Continued on page 4




Stewardship Opportunities
% This Week in our Parish

Sunday, May 2
8:30 AM Coffee & Donuts
9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday
2:00 PM Sunday Afternoon MS Support
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous

Monday, May 3
10:00 AM Senior Exercise
7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only)
Tuesday, May 4
10:00 AM Senior Weaving
10:00 AM Art Group
7:00 PM Catechist In-Service CFP & Logos

Wednesday, May 5
10:00 AM Senior Exercise

Thursday, May 6
No Meetings

Friday, May 7

9:00 AM Mothers of Pre-Schoolers
Saturday, May 8

No Meetings

Sunday, May 9
8:30 AM Coffee & Donuts
8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous

? What obstacles in my life hinder me from loving as
of the week did - universally and without reserve?
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Scripture
Reading

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 14:21-27; Psalm 145;
Revelation 21:1-5a;
John 13:31-33a,34-35

Saints Philip; James, apostles
1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalm 19;
John 14:6-14

Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 145;
John 14:27-31a

Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 122;
John 15:1-8

Acts 15:7-21; Psalm 96;
John 15:9-11

Acts 15:22-31; Psalm 57;
John 15:12-17

Acts 16:1-10; Psalm 100;
John 15:18-21

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Psalm 67;
Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23;
John 14:23-29
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support our parish mission if we understand that the
improvements to our facilities will benefit many who will
come after us in future years. Stewardship means that you
make a decision to give a percentage of your income back
to God. You simply cannot do more for God than God has
already done for you.

We need your support! My heartfelt appreciation to our
faithful parishioners who always support the CSA with a gift
or pledge; and thanking the remainder of our parish
community in advance for your kind consideration of this
request to help our parish meet and exceed our mandatory
target and to generate the additional income needed to
maintain, sustain, and improve our parish facilities. Will you p 4
do your part to help Saint Kenneth reach and exceed our
2010 CSA target through your generous support of our
Capital Savings Appeal while generating the necessary
Cash to Supply Asphalt?

e

Last week | treated a friend to a dinner at a local
restaurant with a gift card | received last Christmas.
Noticing that the bill was more than the gift card was worth
| handed the waiter my credit card to cover the balance.
AWow, some people might havig
with the difference, 0 the wi
so honest. o

Then as he took the card,
| D? 0

2010 STATEWIDE MEN’S CONFERENCE

doing all things
IN CHRIST! §

g fapping into
Enjoy An Endless Easter! pp g
Fr. Tom Belczak owu

in a Power Hungry World

STEPHEN MINISTRY | STEPHEN MINISTRY
IS HERE FOR YOU

Stephen Ministers care about
those who are hurting, troubled, or in need. We

bring encouragement and comfort to those who
struggle. We listen to you in an open and caring

way. Let us help. Eastern Michigan University
Call the parish office at 734 420-0288. Convocafion Center

Saturday, June 26, 2010

ROSES FOR LIFE
In honor of all Mother's, next
weekend, May 8th and 9th, silk-like

A KNIGHTS

roses will be available after all /7 OF coL S

masses. The roses are tagged i

"Thanks Mom, for Life." Your

donations help to support all Right to Life - For further information regarding the annual

Lifespan educational programs. Supportlifeand EMené6s Conf erence, Cont act

give a rose to that special person in your life. 416-9757
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A FAMILY PERSPECTIVEBY BuD OzAR

The Gospel challenges us to see differences in one another

in a new way, not as something we need to change or

tolerate but something to embrace. In a Christian family, we

are accepted and cherished for who we are and who we

can be. This is how all Awi ||
how AGod is glorified. o

THANK YOU FOR YOUR

ENVIRONMENTAL

STEWARDSHIP!

In February, our parish collected almost 6

tons of recyclable paper in our parking lot

bin. That 6s 18.5 cubic yards
landfill space.

Good for the earth; good for you!

*Please remember to bring newspaper and recyclable
paper only. NO CARDBOARD OF ANY KIND.

At the request of many,

Fr. Chris Valka is
publishing his homilies and
mission presentations online at:
http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.cm/



http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.com/

