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14951 N. Haggerty Road  ~  Plymouth, MI 

W ITNESS & WORSHIP 

 
  

Continued on page  2 

Today is ñMotherôs Day,ò but ñThank Youò seems so inadequate to express    
gratitude for all the times when good olô Mom came through.  Hope that this day 
brings countless blessings to all mothers in our parish community.  

There is no doubt in my mind that the experience of being a mom gives women 
an especially clear understanding of what God is like.  A loving mother brings forth 
her children, nourishing them, caring for them, standing by them as they reach for 
independence, forgiving them when they do wrong, consoling and comforting them 
when they fail or experience pain, and a willingness to give her life for her children.  
Thank you.  Thank you, MOM!  Thank you for helping us experience what the love of 
God is like. 

Donna Schaper writes the following: 
ñHold on.  That is what a mother does best, isnôt it?  Hold on? Why do children presume that moth-

ers like to hold things?  Why do we think Mother is some kind of safe-deposit box?  There is no question 
about it.  We can give Mom anything to hold for us and we know that when we come back and ask her 
for it, sheôll have it ï or know where to find it ï and that weôll get it back safe and sound, exactly as we 
gave it to her, or better.ò 

Have you ever wondered how many bottles, blankets, bears, and half-chewed pieces of gum    
mothers have been asked to hold in the course of a lifetime? The answer to that question is beyond our 
ability to count!  Too often without thanks.  However, they do it anyway.  Mothers are better than any 
safe-deposit box.  Mothers never hesitate about what they will or will not hold; they never set time limits 
about how long theyôll hold; they never charge, never ask, never refuse, never forget.  They keep our 
treasures safe, holding them close against the day when we return and want them back. 
What is a motherôs love after all? Perhaps her ability to keep holding on, to treasure everything we 

give her, even when we forget to say ñThanks.ò  It does not matter if we do or do not reclaim what we 
give her.  A motherôs joy is not in the thing but in the holding. 
Motherôs do not hold on to the things that we give them.  What they are really holding on to is that 

we trust them with our treasures.  It is our trust they cherish most.  It is our trust they retain even as they 
return our treasures to us.  For mothers, the real treasure is not the thing, but the trust.  Bottles may 
break, blankets may become threadbare, teddy bears may fall apart, and gum may be swallowed, but 
trust is a treasure forever. 
I would also like to add, ñThat a mother is a person who knows that loving her children is her favorite 

form of prayer.ò  WE LOVE YOU, MOM!  HAPPY MOTHERôS DAY! 
 
 

MASS OF ANOINTING 

TUESDAY, MAY 25 AT 7:00 PM 
 Mark your calendar and plan to join us for our semi-annual Mass for the Anointing of the Sick on 
Tuesday, May 25 at 7:00 in the evening.  Please encourage neighbors and family members to  
participate in this Sacrament of Godôs special grace for those who are ill. 
Who is a candidate to receive this Sacrament? 

Anyone who has an ongoing serious health situation (cancer, diabetes, heart issues) 
Anyone who is facing surgery in the next few months 
Anyone who has had surgery or hospital care and is still recuperating 
Anyone suffering from depression or mental illness 

The basic rule of thumb is that the anointing is for anyone, from the age of reason on up, who is facing a 
serious illness in his or her life.  As a sacrament, it gives comfort and healing to accompany you in the 
midst of illness, not simply at the end of life.  It is a sacrament for physical, emotional or other illness.  
For example, addictive behaviors like alcoholism, drugs and gambling are illnesses that are serious, and 
the sacrament is a proper way to bring such illnesses before God and the community in prayer.  No one 
else knows what the person anointed is suffering from.  Only that the person needs prayer.  The        
sacrament can be repeated if you are continuing to struggle with  your illness or are  
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elderly and in a frail state of health.  We are planning a brief reception following 
Mass and would like to know how many people are planning to attend this 
Mass.  Please call the parish office (734-420-0288) by noon on Monday, May 
24 indicating your intention to participate. 
 
 

CAPITAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT  

OUR SAINT KENNETH PARISH  

FUND RAISING EFFORT  
 Thanks to all who have responded so generously by returning your CSA 
envelope with your donation to this yearôs campaign.  In just two short weeks 
we are getting closer to meeting our 2010 Catholic Services Appeal mandatory 
target!  This is wonderful news; thank you to all parishioners who have already 
returned their pledge envelope with your generous donation! 

NOW is the best time to contribute to the CSA ï any and all income 
generated at this time will help in our annual parish wide effort to generate 
additional income for our Saint Kenneth Capital Savings Account. I want to 
stress three important points about participating in this annual appeal: 

 

1. No parish likes to be told how much money to give ï however, the 

Catholic Services Appeal is a very worthy endeavor.  It does support very 
important and necessary ministries throughout the Archdiocese.  The 
money raised through the Catholic Services Appeal is pre-designated and 
audited and so cannot be used by the diocese anyway it wants to.  I 
believe that the Catholic Services Appeal is a truly equitable way for all 
the parishes to contribute to the essential aspects of being a Catholic 
Church in southeastern Michigan. 

2. Each dollar donated or pledged directly helps our Saint Kenneth 

Community.  Every parish is billed a mandatory target.  Our CSA donation 
helps the parish to cover its mandated target and once the target is 
reached the remaining funds are deposited in our parish savings account 
to use for capital expenditures (without losing the usual 7% tax as we do 
on all other parish income). 

3. Our parish target has nothing to do with how well or how poorly we do in 
reaching our mandatory target.  Last year, we generated over $50,000 in 
additional income and our current 2010 CSA target was not affected by 
our success.  Supporting the CSA is the BEST WAY to give 
significant donations to Saint Kenneth Parish ï more beneficial 
than the Christmas collection.  Although the Christmas collection is 
not subject to the 7% diocesan tax, the parish income generated each 
Christmas does add to our total parish income ï which directly 
determines the CSA target in the year that follows. 

 

      Most parishioners would agree that something needs to be done with 
our parking lot!  We need additional parking spaces, we need to widen 
and improve the ñsight lineò of our exit driveway, and most importantly - 
the current condition of the asphalt is rapidly deteriorating.  
      We now have another opportunity to support the mission of the diocese as 
well as give our parish the financial means to improve and expand our need for 
parking spaces for our future. Giving generously to the CSA also allows us to 
support our parish mission if we understand that the improvements to our 
facilities will benefit many who will come after us in future years.  Stewardship 
means that you make a decision to give a percentage of your income back to 
God.  You simply cannot do more for God than God has already done for you. 
       We need your support!  My heartfelt appreciation goes to our faithful 
parishioners who always support the CSA with a gift or pledge; and I am 
thanking the remainder of our parish community in advance for your kind 
consideration of this request to help our parish meet and 
exceed our mandatory target and to generate the additional  
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer of   
Stewardship 

   
I offer this day to you, 
 dear God. 
Thank you for the blessings 
 you have given me. 
May I use these gifts 
 to build your kingdom. 
May my actions be a  
 reflection of your love. 
May what I do today bring 
 others closer to you. 
May my words be kind and 
 gentle and may they 
 bring joy to others. 
Today, help me to give back 

 a portion of what you 
 have given me. 
I ask this in Jesusõ name. 
 

   Amen 

Continued on page 4 
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Sunday, May 9 
      8:30 AM  Coffee & Donuts 
      8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Monday, May 10 

    10:00 AM  Senior Exercise 
      6:45 PM Speak Easy Toastmaster 
      7:00 PM Education Commission 
      7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only) 
 

Tuesday, May 11 
    10:00 AM Senior Weaving 
    10:00 AM Art Group 
      6:45 PM Stephen Ministry Supervision 

 

Wednesday, May 12 

    10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
      7:00 PM St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
 

Thursday, May 13 

      7:00 PM Stewardship Commission 
 

Friday, May 14 

      No Meetings 
 

Saturday, May 15 

      5:30 PM Blood Pressure Screening 
      6:00 PM Charity Euchre Tournament 

 

Sunday, May 16 

      8:30 AM Coffee & Donuts 
      8:30 AM Blood Pressure Screening 
      9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
    11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
    11:00 AM  Baccalaureate Mass 
      2:00 PM Sunday Afternoon MS Support 
      6:00 PM High School Youth Group 
      8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

Week of May 9, 2010 
 

Sunday , May 9 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 15:1-2, 22-29; Psalm 67;  
 Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23; 
 John 14:23-29 
 

Monday, May 10 
Blessed Damien Joseph de Veuster  
 Acts 16:11-15; Psalm 149;  
 John 15:26ð16:4a 
 

Tuesday, May 11 
 Acts 16:22-34; Psalm 138;  
 John 16:5-11 
 

Wednesday, May 12 
Saints Nereus; Achilleus; Pancras,  
 Acts 17:15, 22ð18:1; Psalm 148;  
 John 16:12-15 
 

Thursday, May 13 
The Ascension of the Lord 
 Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47;  
 Ephesians 1:17-23 ; Luke 24:46-53 
 

Friday, May 14 
Saint Matthias 
 Acts 1:15-17, 20-26; Psalm 113;  
 John 15:9-17 
 

Saturday, May 15 
Saint Isidore 
 Acts 18:23-28; Psalm 47;  
 John 16:23b-28 
 

Sunday , May 16 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 97;  
 Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20; 
 John 17:20-26 

This Week in our Parish 

of the week 

How have I observed the action of the Holy Spirit             

at St. Kenneth?  
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STEPHEN MINISTRY  

IS HERE FOR YOU 
 

Stephen Ministers care about  
those who are hurting, troubled, or in need.  We 
bring encouragement and comfort to those who 
struggle.  We listen to you in an open and caring 
way.   Let us help.  
  

Call the parish office at 734 420-0288. 

income needed to maintain, sustain, and improve our parish 
facilities.  Will you do your part to help Saint Kenneth reach 
and exceed our 2010 CSA target through your generous 
support of our Capital Savings Appeal while generating   
the necessary Cash to Supply Asphalt?  
 
 

A motherôs wisdom: 
A mom was watching her son play his first Little League 

baseball game.  Suddenly was heard the crack of the bat, 
and the mother looked up to see a line drive heading      
toward her son.  She never imagined that her son would 
ever come close to the ball.  She watched him trudging 
through the muddy outfield, then he slide low to the ground 
and made one of the most dramatic catches ever seen!   

Accepting high-fives from the other parents who were 
seated nearby, her elation was momentarily tempered by 
the voice of a more experienced mother: ñForget it, that 

stain will never come out!ò 
   

  HAPPY MOTHERõS DAY! 

    Fr. Tom Belczak  

 

For further information regarding the annual 
Menôs Conference, Contact Henry Ofiara at (734)  
416-9757  

òSing to the Lordó 

How do we get to full, conscious, active participation? 
Louis Canter, Archdiocese of Detroit 

Presenter 
 

Wednesday, May 19
th

 7-9pm 
Saint Dunstan Church 1526 Belton, Garden City 

 

Who should attend? Musicians, worship and liturgy       
coordinators, adult catechists, priests, deacons and you the 

assembly 
 

Louis Canter, Music Ministries Coordinator in the Office of 
Worship, Archdiocese of Detroit is a national speaker for 
clergy, catechist, liturgical and music conferences. The   
eveningôs event will cover the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops document ñSing to the Lordò and discuss 
what the document means for us as leaders or as the     
assembly when we are gathered to worship.  A reception 
will follow the presentation. 
 

 Please RSVP by calling Saint Dunstan parish office 
(734) 425 6720. 

 

Free will donations to Haiti 
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LETõS STAY 

 CONNECTED! 

If you have disconnected your ñland lineò and a cell 
phone is now your primary phone number, please call 
Barb Brennan or Rosie Marsh at the parish offices so 
we may update our records! THANKS! 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP 
meets at 

Marycrest Manor Nursing Home 
15475 Middlebelt Road, Livonia 

the second Thursday of each month  
at 6:00 PM 

in the Conference Room 
 

Open to all caregivers who are in need of a Support Group.  
New Members are welcome.   For further information, 
please contact Marycrest at (734) 427-9175. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 

TUTORS (ADULT)  

Assist adult students preparing for GED exam 
classesTuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday 

9 AM-12 PM and 1 PM-3 PM 
 

CHILD CARE 

Young children - infants - 5 years 
Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday 

9 AM-12 PM and 1:30 PM-3 PM 
 

ST. VINCENT AND SARAH FISHER CENTER 

16800 Trinity, Detroit, MI  48219 
(corner of Grand River and Burt Rd.) 

 
Call Sister Marie Judith 
313-535-9200, x3104 

 

 

At the request of many,  
Fr. Chris Valka is            

publishing his homilies and  
mission presentations online at: 

 http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.cm/  

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE BY BUD OZAR 
 

In todayôs Gospel, Jesus told his disciples, ñIf you loved me, 
you would rejoice that I am going.ò When an adult child 
leaves home, we are happy for their maturity but there is an 
emptiness in a parentôs heart.  Our loss is their gain. 

SVDP CLOTHING &  

FURNITURE  

COLLECTION  
 

The St. Vincent de Paul truck will be 
in the St. Kenneth parking lot for clothing donations the 
weekend of May 15th and 16th.  Any gently worn clothes 
and small household items you might no longer need or use 
are greatly appreciated by those in less fortunate            
circumstances.  Please remember that the store has     
minimal warehouse space, and seasonal clothes that can 
be used immediately are best. 
 

Additionally, our local SVDP chapter would like to conduct a 
furniture collection on Saturday, May 15, similar to last year.  
While all furniture is welcome, beds and mattresses are 
especially needed.   You may bring your items to the truck 
in the church parking lot or arrange for pick up.  We plan to 
rent a truck and have volunteers available to pick up the 
furniture from your house.   This collection will be held by 
pre-arranged appointment only.   If you will have something 
available for donation, please call Bob Bolhouse at 248- 
349-8330.  We will need to plan for the size of truck and  
number of volunteers. 
 

The generosity and support of the St. Kenneth Parish has 
been vital for our local SVDP chapter, and again we thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts.  

ST. EDITH'S  

MOM -2-MOM SALE 
 

Saturday May 22, 2010 
8:30 am - 9:00 am $2 Early Bird Admission 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm $1 Regular Admission 
  
St. Edith Parish 
15089 Newburgh Road  
Livonia, Mi 48154 
  
Purchase gently used children's clothing, equipment,      
furniture, toys, books and maternity clothes at reasonable 
prices. 
  
Bake Sale and Great Raffle Prizes!! 

CHARITY EUCHRE 
 

The monthly St. Ken's Charity Euchre 
Tournament will be held Saturday,      
May 15, 2010.  Doors open at 6:30 PM, 
games start at 7 PM in the Social Hall- 
St. Patrick Room. Registration is $5 
which goes towards the designated Charity.  Please bring a 
dish to share. Don't forget your quarters -euchre's are $.25 
each.  All are welcome- beginners as well as experienced 
players.   (Note there is no tournament in June- the        
tournaments will resume on July 17, 2010.) For more      
information contact Cathy Niland at 734-421-7751 or Matt 
after 5 PM at 734-748-9158. 

http://reverbhomilies.wordpress.com/
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A Note from Gretchen... 

A MOTHERS  LOVE   
By unknown Author 
  
A little boy came up to his mother in the kitchen one  
evening while she was fixing supper, and handed her 
a piece of paper that he had been writing on. After his  
Mom dried her hands on an apron, she read it, and  
this is what it said:  
 

 For cutting the grass: $5.00  
 For cleaning up my room this week: $1.00  
 For going to the store for you: $.50  
 Baby-sitting my kid brother while you went shopping: $.25  
 Taking out the garbage: $1.00  
 For getting a good report card: $5.00  
 For cleaning up and raking the yard: $2.00  
 Total owed: $14.75  
 

Well, his mother looked at him standing there, and the boy could see 
the memories flashing through her mind. She picked up the pen, turned 
over the paper he'd written on, and this is what she wrote:  
 

 For the nine months I carried you while you were growing inside 
 me: No Charge  
 For all the nights that I've sat up with you, doctored and prayed for 
 you: No Charge  
 For all the trying times, and all the tears that you've caused through 
 the years: No Charge  
 For all the nights that were filled with dread, and for the worries I 
 knew were ahead: No Charge  
 For the toys, food, clothes, and even wiping your nose and other 
 areas: No Charge  
 Son, when you add it up, the cost of my love is: No Charge.  
 

When the boy finished reading what his mother had written, there were 
big tears in his eyes, and he looked straight at his mother and said, 
"Mom, I sure do love you." And then he took the pen and in great big 
letters he wrote: "PAID IN FULL".  
  

Lesson: You will never know how much your parents are worth 

until you become one. 
 

To all the mothers in our parish, let me wish you a 

Happy Motherõs Day.  And to a very special lady to 

whom I owe all that I am...Happy Motherõs Day , Mom.  

I love you 10 & 80. 

Your little girl,  

Gretchen  

CFP, FRE , LOGOS & Confirmation 
programs will have their registration 
forms available online at 
www.stkenneth.org for your   
convenience.   
 

Just complete the forms and return 
them with payment to the Religious 
Formation Offices via mail or drop 
them off in person.   
 

If you do not have access to a  
computer, please contact our offices 
at 734-420-3031 and we will print out 
a copy for you. 
 

We are already looking forward to 

next year! 

VACATION  

BIBLE SCHOOL 
is coming to 
St. Kenneth  

 

Mon-Fri, June 21-25 
9:30-11:30am 

 
All children entering Kindergarten 
thru 5th grade in September are   
welcomed to join us for a High Seas 
Adventure. 
 
Registration forms are available      
on line at www.stkenneth.org. 
 
Cost to participate is $25/child. 
 
We are also looking for volunteers, 
ages 6th grade and up to help with 
this program.  Please call Barb 
Fugate at 734-420-3031. 
 

AHOY MATES! 



Youth Happenings... 
 

 
Check out our Youth Group  

Calendar on-line at: 
www.stkenneth.org/youth 
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ALL 2010 HIGH SCHOOL and  
COLLEGE GRADUATES 

 
Your parish family would like to recognize you at 
a  special Baccalaureate Mass and reception on 
Sunday May 16, 2010, at 11:00 AM.  Please let us 
know if you plan to attend by filling out and     
returning the following by May 10th to the parish 
office along with your picture and a short         
biography and your future plans for our display 
board. 

 

Name______________________________________ 
 
Address_____________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________ 
 
Phone______________________________________ 
 
School______________________________________ 
 
 
 
#________ will attend the reception following Mass. 
 
 
____Sorry, we cannot attend the reception.  

OVERNIGHT  

HOMELESS  

EXPERIENCE 
 
 

To continue our outreach Youth Ministry began 

at our Overnight Homeless Experience, there 

will be a collection box available in the gathering 

space for donations of socks, underwear and 

travel size personal items that will benefit the 

people of Detroit through the PBJ Outreach. 

Like the end of this Easter season, this           

collection will end on May 23
rd

, Pentecost    

Sunday.  In the continued spirit of the youth of 

St. Kenneth, your generosity will be greatly    

appreciated.   

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND 
 

 The Parish Health Ministry 
team is sponsoring the nationally 
recognized SAFE SITTER  
PROGRAM for 11-13 year olds 
who would like to complete a 
babysitter certification course 
through Childrenôs Hospital of 
Michigan (CHM).  This is the 
same program that has been 
offered in past years at the    
parish and has always received 
rave reviews from both parents 
and participants.  This year the two-day course is       
scheduled to be offered in the Parish Hall on June 29-30 
from 9:30-3:00 PM (3:30 PM the second day when thereôs a 
short demonstration of lessons learned). The class is limited 
to 16 students with 3-4 RN instructors.  The course fills 
quickly, so register early! 
 Please complete the registration/permission slip forms 
at our parish office.  Registration is $50.00 payable at     
registration.  Cost includes generous support supplies for 
new sitters.  Students are asked to bring a sack lunch:   
beverages and snacks will be provided. 
 Please call Kathy Esper, RN (734-420-2236) if you 
have any questions regarding this program. 


