
BELCZAKõS BULLETIN 

  
  

  
  

  
 S

u
n

d
a

y,
 N

o
v
e

m
b

e
r 

2
9
, 

2
0

0
9

 

  
  
  
L

IV
IN

G
  

T
H

E
  
G

O
S

P
E

L 
ST. KENNETH  CATHOLIC  COMMUNITY  

14951 N. Haggerty Road  ~  Plymouth, MI 

W ITNESS & WORSHIP 

 
  

Continued on page  2 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!   
No I am not rushing the season, jumping the gun, or trying to avoid the hectic  
holidays ahead.  Today is the beginning of another year of grace.  A New Liturgical  
Year begins.  Itôs Advent again!  We enter into that brief span of time wherein we  
strive to open our hearts and homes to Godôs precious coming to us, to discover  
Emmanuel, the amazing presence of Christ in our lives. 
 Most of us find waiting difficult.  If we are anxious about receiving something in  
the mail, we will check the mail everyday expecting to find what we are waiting for.   
When we search and do not find what we hope for, we are disappointed.  Advent is  
like that. 
 Coming as it does, immediately ahead of Christmas, Advent tends to give us the  
wrong idea.  Itôs not really about waiting for Jesus to be born.  That has already happened.  Itôs about 
Jesus being re-born.  In us! 
 When the early church said, ñMaranathaò (which means, in Greek, Come Lord Jesus) they werenôt 
talking about the birth of the infant.  Jesus had lived, had died and, they believed, had triumphed over 
death by his resurrection.  After spending some quality time with his disciples, he had left them,         
ascending to heaven.  The early church expected him back, any day! 
 In our time, Advent has, unfortunately, turned into a period of preparation for Christmas Day ï 
preparation which has little connection anymore to either the baby born in Bethlehem or to the risen 
Messiah returning.  Our expectations deal more with buying and decorating the tree, wrapping the     
presents, and preparing for a family feast than with any overthrow of evil in our midst. 
 Perhaps we no longer expect God to appear in our midst.  More cynically, I suspect that if God does 
make an appearance, we hope it wonôt upset our well-made plans. Yet the whole point of Advent is that 
we should await the coming of God among us with the same eagerness that I checked my mailbox each 
day, hoping to find what I could not wait to get! 
 It is certainly possible that, when we do stop to remember that this season is one of preparation for 
the coming of Christ, perhaps we will recognize that we are trying to do too much. During this Advent 
season, let us give ourselves time to savor the gift of Emmanuel, the only gift that really matters. 
 Doing this isnôt as hard as we may imagine it to be.  We donôt have to refuse to listen to Christmas 
music until December 24th. We donôt have to walk around thinking ñholyò thoughts.  We donôt have to 
burden others and ourselves with long faces and exhibit a ñbah-humbugò attitude.  All we have to do is 
remember what Jesusô coming means. 
 What does it mean?  At its heart, the coming of Emmanuel means that our everyday humanness 
and everyday living are blessed, are signs of what is to come.  God has taken on bone and blood and 
entered into our human actions, experiences and lives.  Because of Godôs gracious grand entrance into 
our world, our salvation is assured. 
 So Advent and Christmas become for us times to celebrate Godôs great love for us.  Tap into the 
excitement about the coming of Christmas, and build on it! 

 

ADVENT BEGINS TODAY  
 There are ñage-appropriateò Advent materials available this weekend on the tables in the    
Gathering Space. Take home a copy of the ñLittle Blue Bookò a daily prayer book and use it throughout 
the season of Advent. 

Advent is a time to slow down and practice the art of waiting patiently.  Advent is a time for us to 
relish looking forward, a time to reinvigorate the spirit, a time to recall the reason we celebrate       
Christmas.  Plan now to use the coming busy weeks prior to Christmas as a time for reflective prayer.  
By doing so, you will help make your Advent more rewarding as you discover more deeply the true 
ñreason for the season.ò 

 

READY YOUR HEART 

CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT of RECONCILIATION 
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 Donôt let the hustle and bustle of getting our house and homes ready for Christmas 
prevent you from readying your heart for the Feast of Christmas.  The next few weeks 
will find all of us living life at a very hectic pace.  Now is the time to plan to celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, in either the individual or communal setting.  Donôt leave 
this important spiritual preparation for the last minute.  Plan now and put it on your 
calendar so that when the time comes you will be ready to receive the Lordôs 
forgiveness.  For your convenience the Schedule for Reconciliation follows: 
PRIVATE PENANCE: 
  Saturday, December 5 at 3:30 pm 
  Saturday, December 12 at 3:30 pm  

Wednesday, December 16 at 7:00 pm (with our Logos Students) 
Monday, December 21 at 7:00 pm 

COMMUNAL PENANCE: 
  Saturday, December 19 at 1:00 pm 
  Sunday, December 20 at 1:00 pm 
 Plan ahead, and participate at a time and in a way which is most beneficial for you.  
For most of us, readying our heart is the most important of all our Advent preparations. 

  
 

ADVENT GIVING TREE  
 Our annual Advent Giving Tree continues this weekend.  Most of you are familiar 
with the concept of taking a gift tag from the trees located in the Gathering Space and 
fulfilling the gift request.  We remind you that all gifts should be returned to the Church or 
Parish Office by NOON on Sunday, December 13. If for whatever reason you cannot 
fulfill the gift request, please return the gift tag. 
 Thanking you in advance for your support and cooperation.  May God reward you 
for your generosity and kindness! 

  
 

ADVENT ACTIVITIES FOR ALL!  
 Before we get too worried about preparing for Christmas, and too busy doing too 
many things that we think are important or necessary ï we wish to invite everyone to 
participate in two special Advent Activities planned for this week: 
 
 

DOVE TALE PRESENTATION 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 ð 7:00 P.M. IN CHURCH 
 Please plan to join us this Wednesday evening as we enter this Advent Season with 
a special presentation, a play entitled DoveTale.  This fresh and humorous presentation 
is open to all parishioners (young, old, single, married, widowed, divorced, separated) as 
well as their children.  It will be an entertaining and enlightening evening ï not to be 
missed! 
 

SAINT NICHOLAS DAY CONCERT 

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 ð 3:00 P.M. IN CHURCH 
 Next Sunday afternoon, we invite everyone to come for a brief concert and sing-
along.  The members of Schola as well as other Saint Kenneth musicians will offer us 
songs of the season to help put the Spirit of Christmas into our hearts.   The afternoon 
music presentation will delight people of all ages; from the youngest of children to those 
who are ñyoung-at-heart.ò  Donôt be a Scrooge ï join us as we use our musical gifts and 
talents to bring joy and gladness to each other during this season of hope and 
expectation. 
 

It was the Monday after Thanksgiving when I stopped at the drugstore to drop off some 

film for developing.  The clerk asked if I wanted next day or one-hour-service.  I told 

her next day.   

 ñThe film will be ready on Friday,ò she said.   
 ñWhat,ò I exclaimed, wondering if I had heard wrong.  Then she explained 

that there was a backup because of the holiday. I couldnôt wait that long, so I told her 

Iôd take the one-hour service.  ñOkay,ò she replied.  ñThe photos will be ready 

tomorrow!ò 

  Have an amazing Advent! 

    Fr. Tom Belczak  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Prayer of   

Stewardship 
   

Bountiful God, 
You have been so generous to 

us, 
 Help us be generous to 

 others. 
Your love is unconditional, 

 Help us love others 
 with open hearts. 

Your gifts are bountiful, 
 Help us pass them on  

 joyfully. 

Your mercy is infinite,  
 Help us forgive 

 those who have injured us. 
Your grace is never-ending, 

 Help us give glory to you in 
 all we do. 

Your wisdom is boundless,  
 Help us choose your way in 

 all we do today. 
We pray in Jesusõ name. 

 
   Amen    
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Sunday, November 29 
 

  9:00 AM RCIA  
  9:00 AM Childrenôs Homily by Celebrant 
11:00 AM Childrenôs Homily by Celebrant 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

Monday, November 30 
 

10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
  5:00 PM CFP 
  7:00 PM  Parish Council 
  7:30 PM Alcoholics Anonymous (Men Only) 

Tuesday, December 1 
 

  10:00 AM Senior Weaving 
   5:00 PM CFP 
   6:00 PM Blessing Cup Prayer Service 

Wednesday, December 2 
 

       10:00 AM Senior Exercise 
         6:30 PM LOGOS 
         7:00 PM DoveTale Production 

Thursday, December 3 
 

  6:30 PM Youth Choir Rehearsal 
  7:00 PM RCIA 
  7:15 PM Adult Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 4 
 

No Meetings Scheduled 

Saturday, December 5 
 

       9:30 AM Lector Training 

Sunday, December 6 
 

  9:00 AM RCIA 
  9:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
11:00 AM Rainbow Sunday 
  6:00 PM High School Youth Group 
  8:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous  

 

Scripture 

Readings 

Week of November 29, 2009 

Sunday, November 29 
First Sunday of Advent 
 Jeremiah 33:14-16; Ps 25;  
 1 Thessalonians 3:12ð4:2; 
 Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

Monday, November 30 
Saint Andrew, apostle  
 Romans 10:9-18; Psalm 19; 
 Matthew 4:18-22 

Tuesday, December 1 
 Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72;  
 Luke 10:21-24 

Wednesday, December 2 
 Isaiah 25:6-10a; Psalm 23; 
 Matthew 15:29-37 

Thursday, December 3 
Saint Francis Xavier, priest  
 Isaiah 26:1-6; Psalm 118;  
 Matthew 7:21, 24-27 

Friday, December 4 
Saint John of Damascus, priest, 
 Isaiah 29:17-24; Psalm 27;  
 Matthew 9:27-31 

Saturday, December 5 
 Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-36; Psalm 147; 
 Matthew 9:35ð10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Sunday , December 6 
Second Sunday of Advent 
 Baruch 5:1-9; Psalm 126;  
 Philippians 1:4-6, 8-11; Luke 3:1-6 

This Week in our Parish 

of the week 

What habit of prayer could your strengthen during this 

season of Advent? 

NEW LECTOR TRAINING  
A training session for those who have already expressed an interest in 
becoming a lector has been scheduled for: 

 
Saturday, December 5 at 9:30 AM in Church 

 
If you have ever considered being a part this important ministry, please 
call Lane Ritter at (734) 420-2392 no later than Monday, November 30 
to register and to assure necessary materials are available. 
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A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE BY BUD OZAR 
 
 

The Christmas season pressures families to buy and 
consume. Todayôs gospel warns: ñBe on guard and alertò 
lest you get caught up in the buying frenzy. The most 
important shopping you can do is in your own heart to 
discover what you can change. It is not what you get or give 
which makes the difference this Christmas, it is who you 
become. 

FLOWER:  FAMILIES LIVE OUT THE  WORD  
 

Be vigilant at all times and pray you have the strength to 
escape the tribulations that are imminent. 
 

 The roller coaster of life can send much stress and 
distress our way. When we recognize the presence of God 
on our journey, we can believe that we are not alone and 
muster the courage and strength to take the next step. As 
parents, grandparents, god-parents, guardians, and caring 
adults, we strive to help our children to build a relationship 
with God, and with us, so they, too, can muster the courage 
and strength to go through the struggle rather than around 
it. 

RCIA NEWS 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Today we have been welcomed into  
the faith community as catechumens  
seeking Baptism and candidates for  
Confirmation and Eucharist, through  
the Rite of Acceptance/Welcome.  We have stated our   
desire to become disciples of Jesus and have been signed 
with the sign of the cross.  We have received the Gospel 
with the intention that it become the pattern of our lives.  
You have received us warmly and promised that you would 
help us find and follow Christ living among us.  We         
appreciate your welcome and prayerful  support as we   
continue our journey toward communion.  
  

The Catechumens and Candidates  

of the RCIA   

STEPHEN MINISTERS  

ARE THE  

"AFTER PEOPLE." 
 

People often ask, ñWhat exactly is a Stephen Minister?ò  
One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are theò After 
People.ò  Stephen Ministers are there: 
 ....After the phone call you hoped youôd never get. 
 éAfter the divorce papers are served and the bottom 
   falls out of your life. 
 éAfter the funeral, when everyone has left and the 

 emotions youôve held at bay come crashing 
 in on you. 

 éAfter the doctor says, ñIôm sorry, but thereôs nothing 
 more we can do. 

 éAfter the nursing home director shakes your hand 
 and says, ñWelcome to your new home.ò  

 éAfter the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives 
 away ï and the house suddenly seems 
 empty. 

 éAfter the gavel goes down, the handcuffs go on and 
 your loved one is led away. 

 éAfter the baby arrives, demanding more of you than 
   you ever dreamed possible. 
 ...After you find a pink slip with your final paycheck    

 resulting in layoff or forced retirement. 
 éAfter the salary reduction forces you to cope with a 

 new lifestyle. 
 éAfter your family and friends have heard your story 

one too many times, but you still need to talk it out. 
 

Stephen Ministers are the After People.  They are ready to 
come alongside you ï or your friends, neighbors,            
coworkers, or relatives ï and provide comfort and support 
for as long after as needed.   St. Kenneth Stephen Ministers 
want to help you.  Call the St. Kenneth Parish office at    
(734) 420-0288. 
    

TO ALL SCRIPTURE  

     ENTHUSIASTS 
 

We just completed a very  
enjoyable six Wednesdays 
of the Fall Bible series. The  
topics, covering different   
sections of the Old and New 
Testaments, provided an  
interesting variety for the participants.  The study 
of Sarah's story in Genesis generated a good deal 
of lively commentary.  The 'open-night' on the   
Bible raised extremely interesting questions      
regarding a spectrum of topics.   
 

In the final session of our Fall Bible Series we 
studied the Infancy Narrative from Luke's Gospel. 
We were reminded how our Church has taken the 
three Canticles from the opening two chapters of 
this Gospel and included them in the Liturgy of 
the Hours. We remarked how beautiful and         
inspiring these Hymns are as prayers and          
reflections and how appropriately they have been 
placed at the different times of the day.  As Advent 
begins, why not think about using the Canticle of 
Zechariah (Lk.1:68-79) as your morning prayer, the 
Canticle of Mary (Lk.1:46-55) as an evening        
reflection and Simeon's Hymn of Praise (Lk.2:29-
32) as your prayer before the night's rest.    
 

We are looking forward to our next series in the 
New Year.  Watch the bulletin for details as we get 
closer to the starting date.      
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                   In an effort to keep all of us safe, please do 
 not park your car in the exit driveway.  
 Should the need arise (and it has), it does not 
 leave enough room for an emergency vehicle 
to enter or exit.  It also backs up the exit traffic once Mass is 
over as two lanes cannot be formed in the exit drive.  Thank 
you for your cooperation! 

FIRST SUNDAY FOOD DRIVE 

DECEMBER 6 & 7 
   
Next weekendôs food collection will  
be used by St. Dominicôs Outreach  
Program in Detroit.  Please bring non-perishable items, 
such as canned goods, coffee, peanut butter, jars or box 
products, personal care items, and non-perishable 
household cleaning items to the Gathering Space in 
church.  Your generosity helps us continue to provide for 
those most in need.  Also, we always need paper grocery 
bags. 

WOMENõS SPIRITUALITY GROUP 
 

 The Womenôs Spirituality Group will continue their 
monthly meetings at St Kennethôs in December.  Our next 
meeting is Tuesday, December 8 from 7-8:30PM.   New 
members are always welcome as we explore and discuss 
the groupôs choice of Fr. Richard Rohrôs book: Things  
Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality.  This month, we will  use 
Chapter 4 as a basis for our discussions.  Sr. Arlene  
Kosmatka, O.P. facilitates our sharing besides offering her 
own gleanings on our monthôs reading. 

  

GETTING THROUGH THE HOLIDAYS  

BEREAVEMENT WORKSHOPS 
 

Recognizing how difficult it is to cope with the loss of a 
loved one during the holidays, the Bereavement Dept. staff 
of Angela Hospice has     developed a workshop for chil-
dren.  There is no cost for this workshop. 
 
 

CHILDRENõS HOLIDAY WORKSHOP 
Sunday, December 6, 2009 

2:30-4:30pm 
At St. Edith Church 

 

This workshop is for children ages 5-12 who will be accom-
panied by a parent or adult.  During this workshop, the chil-
dren will make a holiday wreath in memory of their de-
ceased loved ones.  Pizza and beverage will be served.  
Please call Sally Loughrin at (734) 464-2683 to register. 

WHAT IS A COOKIE 

 WALK?     
 

On Sunday, December 13, St. Kenneth 
will hold its 19th annual Cookie Walk, 
from 8:30 until we sell out.  Parishioners donate their      
favorite holiday cookies for the sale.   At the Cookie Walk 
you create your own boxes of homemade goodies.  Please 
pick up your donation box in the gathering space now.  
Please call Gail Schaefer (734) 259-8535 or Gayle Snider 
(248) 349-8098 for any questions.  

JOIN US FOR OUR  

ANNUAL MENõS RETREAT 
 

During this weekend you can             
experience Godôs love, healing, peace 
and forgiveness.  This yearôs retreat 
theme is ñKnowing the God of Jesus.ò  
Join the men of our parish at St. Paulôs 
Retreat Center on the weekend of  
January 22-24, 2010.  Register by calling Lane Ritter at 
(734) 420-2392 or the Retreat Center  at  (313) 535-9563. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR           

ENVIRONMENTAL  STEWARDSHIP!  
 

In October, our parish collected over 4 tons of 

recyclable paper in our parking lot bin.  Thatôs 

over 13.5 cubic yards saved in landfill space.  

Good for the earth; good for you! 
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Faith Formation Happenings 

At-A Glance 
 

Week of  November 29 
 

Sunday 
9am Homily with Celebrant 
11am Homily with Celebrant 
 

Monday 
5pm CFP 
 

Tuesday 
5pm CFP 
6pm Blessing Cup Prayer Service  

Wednesday 
6:30pm LOGOS 
7pm Dovetales 

 

Thursday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

 

Friday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

 

Saturday 
No Meetings Scheduled 

SEASONAL YOUTH  CHOIR 
 

Calling all children ages 6 to 14!  Youth 
Choir Christmas rehearsals are coming 
soon.  Please mark your calendars for 
Thursdays 12/3, 12/10, 12/17, 6:30-7:30pm  
in the choir room.  See you then! 

BLESSING CUP PRAYER SERVICE 
 

WILL BE HELD ON  TUESDAY,  
DECEMBER 1ST AT 6:00 PM.  

 

 WE REGET THE CHANGES WE HAVE HAD 
TO MAKE TO THE PROGRAM DUE TO THE 
ON GOING CONSTRUCTION AND        
SCHEDULE CONFLICTS. 
                            
 YOUR  UNDERSTANDING IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Students in grades 6-8 are invited to Divine Child School in Dearborn 
Friday, December 11, 2009 FOR: 
 

TERRIBLE CAROLING 
 

Parent-led groups are sent out into the neighborhood surrounding    
Divine Child Parish to perform their worse caroling ever! To make the 
singing stop, neighbors will have to make a donation to the food pantry. 
 

When the caroling is done, the students will return to the school for an 
ornament craft giveaway.  Hot chocolate and cookies will be served. 
 

Cost is $10.00 per student.  Contact Mary Lippert for details and      
permission slips at mary@stkenneth.org  

   LOGOS students should report to their     

   classroom on Wednesday, December 2nd at 
   6:30pm.  Students will be taken to the         
   production of DoveTales in church which 
   begins at 7:00pm.  The students seating will be 
   reserved. 

 
Our next 

 Confirmation Preparation Session is 

Wednesday, December 9th 
From 6:30-8:00pm 

mailto:mary@stkenneth.org


 

A Note from 

Gretchen ... 
 

Faith Formation  PAGE 7 

What would it be like to 
have an angel crash 
into your house and to 
say that youôd soon be 
bearing Godôs child?  
And what would lit be 
like to tell that news to 
your fiancée?  The play 
DoveTale, takes on 
such questions for a 
fresh and humorous 
look at the Christmas 
story. Starring Ted 
Swartz, Trent Wagler 
and Ingrid DeSanctis,       
DoveTale will be      
presented here at St. 
Kenneth. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  
  

No, Iôm not jumping ahead in the  
calendar.  Believe me, I canôt get  
everything done at this time of  
year as it is!  But we are celebrating 
a New Year -a new liturgical year.   
 
Our church calendar or liturgical 
calendar begins with the First    
Sunday of Adventðusually around the beginning of        
December.  This year it falls on November  29th. Advent is 
a season of waiting, anticipation and preparation.  I bet you 
know what comes next on the liturgical calendar!  Let me 
give you a hintðit is someoneôs birthday. 
 
If you guessed Father Tomôs Birthday (December 3rd), you 
were partially right!  We certainly celebrate it here at church.  
But much to our dismay, it is not recognized on the Catholic 
Churchôs Liturgical Calendar.  The next big event on that 
calendar is the birth of Christ...December 25th! 
 
So join in this season of preparation and anticipation (and 
celebration on December 3rd) - Happy New Year!  And 
Happy Birthday Father Tom!!!!! 

    Gretchen   

CHILDREN PROVIDE FOR THE POOR 
 
The families of children in our CFP program have been 
asked to provide hats, gloves, and scarves for the       
homeless people at St. Leoôs Soup Kitchen as part of our 
St. Kenneth Giving Tree Program.  The items will be     
gathered during CFP class time and placed in the collection 
box by our Advent Tree in the Parish Offices hallway.     
Donations will be gratefully received until Friday, December 
11th. 
 
This opportunity allows our children to grow in stewardship 
by remembering the less fortunate during this Season of 
Giving.  These gifts will warm the hands and ears of the     
receivers as well as the hearts of the givers. 

Youth Happenings... 
 

 
Check out our Youth Group  

Calendar on-line at: 
www.stkenneth.org/youth 

Wednesday, December 2 at 7:00pm. 
  

 

ALL PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME! 

HOW WILL YOU PREPARE  

FOR ADVENT? 
Here at the High School Youth Group, we know how busy 
it can be during the holidays; decorating,   shopping and 
going to parties!  As students, we would like to recom-
mend ñunpluggingò yourself from modern distractions so 
that you can ñtune intoò whatôs really importanté The 
Birth of our Lord! 

 

Garrett, Jessica, Jimmy, Andrew 
(not pictured) Jake, Kay, Abbey, Sam, Joe, Christie and 

Mary 


