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Popular images of Easter turn toward spring—flowers budding, butterflies are

emerging, eggs hatching— because Easter is the feast of life. Life triumphs over death; new

life emerges through death. However, if we are not careful, we risk being a bit trite,

especially in a world where death affects so many, through hatred, fear, prejudice, and

violence. Easter is not simply about the spring cycle of life. It is a faith event that calls us to

believe and act for life—through forgiveness, witness to justice and mercy, self-sacrifice, and

hope—even when death seems to have the upper hand. 

In the midst of the current Covid-19 pandemic, let us recognize the power of death at work in this world—

no rose-colored glasses for us! Let us recognize the tendencies we have to acquiesce to existing structures, even

when unjust and hurting many; the times, too often, we hurt others and we hurt this world and ourselves by the

choices we make. This Easter, let us remember the greater power of life in and through God. God gets the final

word. That word is life with the risen Lord. We have nothing to fear therefore we can risk all. Alleluia! 

The season of Easter lasts for 50 days. Properly understood, anytime we risk our lives for others, anytime

we die to selfishness and sin, anytime we stand up for God’s truth, we break open history and share in the

resurrection. Today and everyday is an experience of Easter, whenever evil is confronted, death not feared, and life

is offered. 

It is very difficult to celebrate anything for fifty straight days. Nevertheless, the Church is eager for us to

experience the good news of Easter, longer than any season of penance and preparation. This reminds us that it is

not our doing that makes new life possible, but the grace of

God as pure gift. In this Easter season, we welcome new

members into full initiation in the Church. Let us give God

thanks for the gift of faith and then live that faith anew this

season, no matter what. 

Here is a quote from Pope Francis that is worth

considering: “Rivers do not drink their own water; trees do not

eat their own fruit; the sun does not shine on itself and flowers

do not spread their fragrance for themselves.  Living for others

is a rule of nature.  We are all born to help each other. No

matter how difficult it is . . . Life is good when you are happy;

but much better when others are happy because of you.”



easter 2020 is nOt nOrmal!

We are locked in our homes, unable to gather together and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus. But even in

these unusual circumstances, it is Easter still; and the Season continues for many more weeks. Therefore, we must

try to connect the good news of this holy season to the struggles that we face during this coronavirus pandemic.

There is a detail in today’s gospel that can help us. “While Jesus was still with them at table, he took bread, said

the blessing, broke it and gave it to them.  With that their eyes were opened and they recognized him.” It certainly

must be that they have a hope—a wild hope—that they may see Jesus again.

This experience of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus reminds us how essential it is to have physical

contact with others. It also reminds us that the normal way we experience the risen Lord is by our interaction with

other people. It is when we gather together, in the physical presence of one another in this parish church, that we

have supreme confidence that Christ is with us. It is when we see our family and friends that we know that we also

see in them the risen Lord. It is when we touch the broken and poor in service that we know we are touching

Jesus.

This is what makes this struggle with the coronavirus so difficult. For all the right reasons, we must distance

ourselves from one another. yet, in this separation it becomes clear how much we lose when we are not in one

another’s presence. Grandparents long to be able to hold their grandchildren again. Friends wish that they could

be with one another to share a meal. Coworkers long for the day when they can work shoulder to shoulder with

one another once more. Such separation is not simply a personal loss. It is a spiritual loss, because the normal way

that we experience Christ in our lives is through our interaction with one another.

Now of course, God is always with us. Even when we are alone, we know that if we turn to God, God will

comfort us. But the social distancing that this crisis places on us robs us. It takes from us the normal way we

experience God’s presence. Like the early disciples after the crucifixion, our lives are broken, because we are not

able to experience Christ’s presence by gathering for prayer, fellowship, and service.

This is not a normal Easter. We do not have the usual means by which Christ communicates his love and

presence to us. But this Easter 2020, like the first Easter, gives us hope. It promises that a day will come when our

quarantine will end. Like the early disciples who heard the voice of mary magdalen on that first Easter morning,

like Thomas who “saw and believed”, like the disciples who “recognized Him in the breaking of the bread” – we are

called to hope that isolation and fear will be replaced by community and joy. So, this Easter Season, we wait for

that Easter. And we believe, that when the day comes and we hear that Alleluia, we, like the early disciples, will

run to the place where we can meet and eat and sing and celebrate with one another again. There we will join our

voices and sing together once more the glory of God and truly experience the presence of the risen Lord.

Tom’s Thoughts:

“It’s like being 16 again.  Gas is cheap and I’m grounded!”

“Anyone else have a car that gets three weeks to a gallon of gas?”

Stay safe. Stay optimistic. Stay healthy!

Belczak’s Bulletin (cOn’t) page 2



parish neWs page 3

please pray for our military...In gratitude for the sacrifices of our loved ones in the

armed forces and their families, please submit the name and service branch of those currently

serving our country and we will pray for these brave people. Please email

bulletin@stkenneth.org and they will be listed on our website. If you would like a hard copy of

the list, please call Paula Steele in the Parish office and one will be mailed to you.

Irith Abada

Susan Anderson

Elia Argirokastritis

michael Barath

Art Belloli

Pete Benard

don Benz

Lorie Benz

Keith Birkenhier

marie Bobrowski

rich Bonk

miller Caroselli

robert Grayson

Jerry Gwizdz

Fred Hallway

michelle Heaton

Jackie Hodges

Gail Jensen

Kevin Kalnasy

George Klepack

Greg Knoph

Katherine Lee-Kramer

Kathryn malinowski

Patricia manke 

Bill massey

Sr. Gertrude maurer, CSJ

Kenneth mcPhail

Bonnie meyerand

mike miller

Tom moore

Brady morgan

marilynn murphy

John Natoci

James Noetzel

Tom Neu

Shelby otto

Helen owen

John owens

Thomas Pawley

darrell Peltier

david ramirez

Jim reinhart

Bernadine robinette

Lester robinette

ryan romanczuk

Barbara Sabatini

Schinker Family

John Sczepanski

Tom Semek

Savannah Sharp

Alan Smyth

Julie Smyth

Pat Stacho

Cliff Sulick

Art Sumeracki, Sr.

Art Sumeracki, Jr.

Stephanie Turner

John Voisinet

Bryce Wehde

diane Werenka

Joy Westerkamp

Taylor Williams

Lewis yugel

Nicole Zapinski

Patti Zulkiewski

please pray for...

may the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of god, rest in

peace...
donna Bradshaw – Sister of Steve Zondlak

Simon Bartosiewicz - Husband of margaret; Brother of Sofia Nozewski 

margaret mauge – mother of Lauren Hickey

Jim Blazaitis – Father of Ken Blazaitis

martha dietrich – Wife of the late Sam dietrich

Edward marchand – Husband of michele marchand

Skip Freeman – Brother of maureen richter

doris Gove – Aunt of Tom Gove

Jennie Valenti – Wife of the late Gasper Valenti

Elisa Lombardi – mother of Sandra Carrel

Gregory Knoph, Sr. – Husband of Sharon Knoph

matthew Burke – Husband of Peggy Burke

Adella Wandor – mother of Carol Smith

Nanette Navarre - Sister of Gail Schaefer

Jim Schommer - Husband of debbie Schommer

Felician Sisters: Sr. mary Patricia, Sr. mary

Estelle, Sr. Celine marie, Sr. mary Luisa

In light of the disruption caused by the Covid-19

outbreak, memorial masses and celebrations of

the lives lost will be celebrated at a later date.

Saint Kenneth Parishioners extend our deepest

sympathy and promise of prayer to all families

who have recently lost a loved one.
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during this time of worry and anxiety, each week I would like to offer some kind of reflection for you to consider.

I received the following email, and thought that you might enjoy this unknown author’s perspective on our

current situation:

WOrlD Quarantine

The Latin root of the word "quarantine" is "forty".

So what does the Bible say about 40?  

The flood lasted 40 days.

40 days moses stayed on mount Sinai to receive the Commandments.

Exodus lasted 40 years.

Jesus fasted for 40 days. Lent is 40 days.

40 days for a woman to rest after giving birth.

A group of theologians thinks the number 40 represents "change”.  It is the time of preparing a

person, or people, to make a fundamental change. 

Something will happen after these 40 days. Just believe and pray.  remember; whenever the

number 40 appears in the Bible, there is a "change". Please know that during this "quarantine"

rivers are cleaning up, vegetation is growing, the air is becoming cleaner because of less

pollution, there is less theft and murder, healing is happening, and most importantly, people are

turning to Christ.  The Earth is at rest for the first time in many years and hearts are truly

transforming.

So, during this time, enjoy it with your loved ones and return to the family altar together. Family

prayer is a great blessing.  Through prayer you will see the changes God can work in you and in

your home.  Christ promises us that everything works together for the good for those who love

God: romans 8:28!

remember we are in the year 2020, and 20 + 20 = 40.  

Also, 2020 is the year of the united States Census.  Jesus Christ, the savior of the world, was born

during a census.

Lastly, 2020 is perfect vision.  may our sight focus on the

Lord and living according to His perfect vision for us

knowing He holds us in the palm of His hand.

may these days of "quarantine" bring spiritual liberation

to our souls, our nation, and our world. The best is yet to

come. Trust in the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


