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Belczak’s Bulletin
sOMe inteRestinG (anD scaRY) statistics 

Recently, the Archdiocese of Detroit released a summary of statistics regarding the

number of priests currently serving in parishes, hospitals, schools, etc. Most Catholics mostly

see their own parish priests and do not get a chance to see the bigger picture. I thought you

might be interested in the current (July 2020 roster of priests.)

tOtal PRiests: There are 246 priests with assignments serving in 218 parishes within the

Archdiocese of Detroit. 193 are Diocesan priests (like Father Charnley and I) and 39 are

members of a Religious Order (Jesuits, Basilians, etc.) and 14 are Extern Priests (a diocesan priest incardinated in

another diocese who resides in the Archdiocese of Detroit.) 

DiOcesan PRiests: There are 246 diocesan priests who serve in the following ministries:

186 (75.6%) serve as Pastors/Administers

50 (20.3%) serve as Associate Pastors

10 (04.1%) serve as Weekend Associates

aGe BReakDOWn OF DiOcesan PRiests:

age total  Diocesan Priests (246)

20-29 3 (1.21%) 

30-39 25 (10.1%) 

40-49 44 (17.9%)

50-59 65 (26.4%)

60-69 73 (29.6%) includes me!

70-79 26 (10.5%) includes Father George!

80-89 11 (4.46%)

71.14% of diocesan priests are 50 years old and older. 26.04% of diocesan priests are 70 and older which usually

means they are retired. We know from our experience of Father George Charnley, Father Dick Perfetto, and Father

Jack Child that “retired” does not mean not working. Many of our retired priests are not administering parishes

but are generously helping in many parishes. We would be in a lot of trouble if they were not. Interesting, the

largest group of Diocesan Priests are those between age 60 and 69.  I will celebrate my 67th birthday in December

– so I can honestly say that for the first time in my life I am “above average”!



PROJectiOns FOR the neXt 10 YeaRs

the archdiocese of Detroit has projected that we could have 86 fewer priests actively serving within the

next ten years. This projection is based on the following:

Anticipating the addition of 44.5 priests in the next 10 years; this figure is a based on the following assumptions:

24 newly ordained (average of 2.4 per year)

7.5 religious newly incardinated (average of .75 per year)

13 new externs (average 1.3 per year)

Also projecting the approximate loss of 130 priests based on the following assumptions:

10 religious priests will leave the Archdiocese (average of 1 per year)

50 lost to death (average of 5 active priests per year)

27 priests will be retired (36 priests will be 80 years old or older)

43 priests will most likely be retired (currently there are 73 priests between the age of 60 and 69 currently

serving in parishes and 60% will most likely be retired.  

The graph below shows the expected numbers of priests active in the Archdiocese of Detroit over the course of

the next decade.
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Jesus said, “The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so ask the master of the harvest to send out

laborers for his harvest.” Obviously, we can and should pray for an increase of vocations – but there will need to be

a dramatic change in the expectations of the perception of parish life; the expectations of priestly ministry and an

openness to new structures to better serve the needs of the faithful with fewer and fewer resources.  There are no

easy solutions – and everyone (clergy and parishioners) will need to be willing to accept small changes for the

good of the ministry of the church.  Stay tuned for what to expect in the months to come!

A sign posted outside a Muffler Shop: 

“No appointment necessary; we hear you coming!”

Stay safe. Stay optimistic. Stay healthy!



We’re all in this together
COVID-19 has affected the blood supply. Donations are down

because facilities that normally host blood drives remain closed.

Saint Kenneth’s social hall will be open to accept your donation on

August 16th. Be a life saver and make an appointment. 

Please Put a BlOOD DOnatiOn On YOuR calenDaR FOR

sunDaY, auGust 16th BetWeen 7:30 aM anD 1:30 PM. 

Every day, the American Red Cross helps patients battling disease,

illness and injury.   Together, we can help to ensure patients have

access to blood.  There is no known end date in the fight against coronavirus. During these uncertain times, we

ask that you make a donation appointment for August 16th. We need all the help we can get.

your time is valuable. The Red Cross has implemented some new procedures recently to streamline the blood

donation process. By scheduling an appointment, the Red Cross can assure that sufficient staff will be available

to accept your donation. 

The Red Cross follows the highest standards of safety and infection control, and volunteer donors are the only

source of blood for those in need.  All donors will have their temperature taken prior to donating.  For the safety

of our donor community and in accordance with CDC guidelines, all donors are required to wear a face covering

or mask.  Please bring one to your donation. If you do not have one, a mask will be provided to you. 

To make the best use of your time please use Rapid Pass prior to your donation.  you can make an appointment

at REDCROSS.org OR call Sue at (734) 420-3235 to schedule or with any questions.

Thanks for your ongoing support of patients.

Please consider Online Giving
Electronic banking costs you nothing and provides many advantages to both you and your parish:

Your Benefits:

Makes giving more convenient; contributing directly from your bank account.

Eliminates the need to write checks and keep track of envelopes.

you can change your contribution amount or schedule at any time.

Direct access to our Online Giving Administrator at onlinegiving@stkenneth.org

It is safe, secure, private, and confidential. No one has access to your banking information but you. "No one" refers

to any member of the parish staff or employees of Our Sunday Visitor.

Parish Benefits:

Saves administrative time processing contributions.

Stabilizes the parish budget with your scheduled contributions.

Reduces the expense of envelopes and associated postage costs.

Promotes the parish mission through additional resources and staff time.

Sign up today by visiting Our Sunday Visitor at: osvonlinegiving.com/4608

OSV Technical Support: 1-800-348-2886

PaRish neWs PaGe 3



PaRish neWs PaGe 4

Please Pray for our Military...In gratitude for the sacrifices of our loved ones in the

armed forces and their families, please submit the name and service branch of those currently

serving our country and we will pray for these brave people. Please email

bulletin@stkenneth.org and they will be listed on our website. If you would like a hard copy of

the list, please call Paula Steele in the Parish Office and one will be mailed to you.

Irith Abada

Ronald Alexander

Susan Anderson

Elia Argirokastritis

Art Belloli

Don Benz

lorie Benz

Keith Birkenhier

Debbie Blazewski

Marie Bobrowski

Rich Bonk

Miller Caroselli

Pam Cavanaugh

Caterina Cianferra

Florence Fournier

Raquel Fournier

Robert Grayson

Nancy Guentner

Jerry Gwizdz

Jim haar

Fred hallway

Michelle heaton

Jackie hodges

Bob Jensen

Gail Jensen

Pat laferrera

Patricia Manke

Arlene Martin

Bill Massey

Sr. Gertrude Maurer, CSJ

Kenneth McPhail

John Meneguzzo

lisa Meneguzzo

Mike Miller

Tom Moore

Brady Morgan

Marilynn Murphy

John Natoci

Tom Neu

Shelby Otto

helen Owen

Jessica Rankin

Bernadine Robinette

Ryan Romanczuk

Betsy Rosinski

Barbara Sabatini

Gail Schaefer

Schinker Family

John Sczepanski

Debbie Semik

Savannah Sharp

Rocky Simoni

Alan Smyth

Julie Smyth

Art Sumeracki, Sr.

Art Sumeracki, Jr.

Stephanie Turner

John Voisinet

lewis yugel

Nicole Zapinski

Nancy Wojtyla Zamek

Chancellor Wojtyla Zamek

Patti Zulkiewski

Owen

Please pray for...

Women’s spirituality Group
As we move forward into the known unknown, we are revising our schedule for the remaining of this season to

complete the universal Christ as a group to the extent that this is possible. We will continue our meeting on Zoom

on the 3rd Friday, August 21st at 11:00 AM for those who want to participate in an online forum. Rebecca Viola will

send out the link prior to the meeting time.  

On August 21, Chapter 16 - Transformation and Contemplation, Chapter 17 - Beyond Mere Theology: Two

Practices, and the Epilogue and Appendices. We still have the option for those who are willing to write a brief

summary regarding:  if this book challenged, enriched, confirmed or confused you?  And specifically, in what way?

By the end of August,  please send your responses to Sally at spin@wowway.com who will then collate them and

send them to each of us whether we responded or not. 

We will be continuing with the Zoom format until further notice. Our September meeting will be the 3rd Friday,

September 18th at 11:00 AM. We will use mystic Caryll houselander’s book “The Reed of God”. Please order the

book on your own and read Part One; Emptiness, Fiat, Advent, Pastoral.

Peace and love, Sr.  Arlene


