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tO caRRY tHe cROss

Have you ever thought about how difficult it would be to be a prophet?  George

Burns in the movie “Oh,God!” was enough for me to know the world is a tough audience!

John Denver’s character was a laughing stock and so was Jeremiah.  God chose them both to

convey the message to the world that just because “everyone was doing ‘it,’ ” didn’t make

“it” right.

Most likely, each of us at some point in our lives has taken a stand that goes against

popular opinion.  But the cause was something worth risking peer approval.  Some parents may hold firm to which

movies their children can see despite the fact that other parents have relaxed their restrictions.  We may march in

a pro-life parade even though some people will shout and gesture their criticism.  Many advertisers promote

self-care telling us we deserve to pamper ourselves and lavish ourselves in luxury.  It takes unselfishness to resist

those lures and care for someone else before we take care of ourselves.

To carry a cross and deny ourselves the pleasures the world has to offer, often brings about sad emotions

and long faces.  It sounds hard and harsh, depressing

and negative.  Perhaps the challenge of “carrying our

cross” is more in how we view the obligation rather

than the task itself.  Every day we face situations that

cause us to bear our Christian cross.  Today, let’s carry

that cross with joy and let people we meet, know that it

is our great honor to carry it.  We have Jesus to help us

carry the cross and people we meet will know our love

for Jesus by the way we accept His help.

PaRisH OFFice OPen On satuRDaY

With the hope that some ongoing parish activities and

programs will resume with modifications in

mid-September – we are pleased to announce that

limited parish office hours are available on Saturday.

The parish office is now open for business from

9:00 AM until 1:00 PM each Saturday. 



guiDelines FOR PaRisH OFFice Visit

w DO NOT COME TO THE PArISH OFFICE if you sick or have a fever.

w DO NOT COME TO THE PArISH OFFICE are experiencing any of the following symptoms, or have been in 

close contact with someone in the last two weeks who has any of the following symptoms: a temperature of 

100 degrees or higher; cough; sore throat; difficulty breathing; any flu like symptoms: headache, muscle 

soreness, gastrointestinal problems.

w A Plexiglas divider will separate you from the parish receptionist 

w Masks are required to be worn when in the office complex building.

w Hand sanitizer will be available and it should be used.

w Be mindful of proper social distancing. If someone is at the front desk speaking with the receptionist, we 

ask that other parishioners wait in the hallway, and only enter the office when the other person has exited.

PaRisH aPPReciatiOn Picnic cancelleD tHis YeaR

At this point in the calendar year our parish staff and leadership volunteers would normally be getting ready to host

our annual Parish Appreciation Picnic.  unfortunately, with the ongoing COVID-19 crisis it is impossible for us to offer a safe

environment for parishioners and staff. The decision to cancel for the health and wellbeing of everyone was made after

extensive research into what we could change so that we might be able to offer a modified picnic.  The bottom line is that it

would be impossible a safe environment at the picnic; and even if it were possible – who would come?

Although cancelling the picnic is very disappointing to so many, it is the correct decision.  Hopefully by September

2021 the current crisis will be history and we will once again be able to enjoy a grand and glorious day of food, fellowship

and Saint Kenneth hospitality!    

csa 2020

last month, a letter was sent out from our parish office encouraging your participation in CSA 2020.  The response

has been hopeful and encouraging.  i am very pleased to announce that we have met our 2020 csa target in pledges! This

is very good news – because now all the money generated by your support will be returned to the parish free of the 7%

Archdiocesan assessment on parish income. I hope that many more parishioners will return their CSA pledge card along with

their pledge or gift soon. We need your support!  My heartfelt appreciation to our faithful parishioners who always

generously support our parish through the offertory collection, electronic fund transfers and the CSA; and thanking the

remainder of our parish community in advance for your kind consideration of the invitation you received in the mail to help

us continue to improve our buildings and facilities. With your generous support, we will address some if not all of the

following: stained glass windows; elimination of the parish construction debt; install new landscaping along Haggerty road;

work on the administrative building; sealcoat and stripe the parking lot; and replace the parking lot lights with lED fixtures.

These improvement projects will be funded through your support of the CSA.

As in the past I am asking every registered household to donate to the CSA.  I realize that situations will vary widely.

A number of people have been financially hurt by the COVID-19 pandemic and they will have to adjust their giving

accordingly.  Others are in a position to maintain or perhaps even increase their support of Saint Kenneth Parish through the

CSA.  If your financial situation allows, please consider the same generous commitment given each year during our recently

completed let us rejoice Campaign. In all cases, I ask that you see the CSA as a necessary and important part of parish

membership and to prayerfully consider a generous gift or pledge to this year’s campaign. Thanking you in advance for your

kind consideration of this request.

PUNishment

How do you make holy water? You boil the devil out of it!

When life gives you melons, you're dyslexic!

Will glass coffins be a success? Remains to be seen!

It's hard to explain puns to kleptomaniacs because they always take things literally!

Stay safe. Stay optimistic. Stay healthy!
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2020/2021 Religious education Registration

and calling all Volunteers!
registration for the upcoming year of religious Education is happening now! Most of you

received the forms and a letter in the mail. All the forms are also available on the

website and in church. They can be mailed back or dropped off in the kiosk in the church

or mailed to the Parish Office. We ask that you please register as soon as possible so we

can finalize the plan for this year.

We are offering both in class and an at home choice. For in class, we are offering Monday, Tuesday, and

Wednesday nights from 5:00 - 6:30 PM. This is so that we can socially distance the students. CDC guidelines will

be followed AT All TIMES. For at home, there will be packets sent home every month with materials to be done

during that time. Some materials are to be returned when a new packet is picked up.

The safety of our children and a small step towards a return to normalcy is so important for all of us at this time.

Due to the extra day being added for in class, we are going to be needing more help. We ask that you please

prayerfully consider helping out this year. any time you can offer the program will be greatly appreciated. We

will need several more catechists as well as many door monitors. Together we can lift up our children and

provide an faith-filled and fun experience this year!
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Women's Book

club

Because we are still

coping with a global

Pandemic, we have decided not to meet

for Book Club in the Fall. We hope to

resume on January 21, 2021 at 7:00 PM,

We will discuss the book we had planned

for last March. That book is “Small Great

Things” by Jodi Picoult. On February 18 at

7:00 PM, we will discuss last April’s book

“The Giver of Stars” by Jojo Moyes. We

look forward to seeing everyone in the

new year. Please stay safe and may God

watch over all of us in this difficult time.

saint kenneth afternoon Book club - 

Next Meeting - September 9,  2020

The Saint Kenneth Afternoon Book Club meets in

the Saint Aidan room on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 1:30

PM and runs to approximately 3:30 PM. Women and men of all ages

are welcome. Participants are asked to bring their own beverages.

Moderators for the books selected each month rotate and provide a

light snack. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, September

9th. lorry  Wygonik will be the moderator, leading the discussion of

"Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone" by J. K. rowling.  Study

questions may be found at: https://galesburglibrary.org/a/

wp-content/uploads/2013/10/HarryPotterSorcerersStone.pdf

We will be social distancing and meeting outside on the church

grounds. Please bring a lawn or folding chair, a face mask, and your

own beverage.

a Heartfelt invitation from saint kenneth...
Do you have a spouse, a friend, a relative, a neighbor, a colleague, or a team mate who might be interested

in becoming a member of our Catholic Faith community? Or who you think should be a member of our Catholic

Faith community?  Now is the time to INVITE that person to come to a gathering to learn about what is takes to

become “one of us” on September 22 at 7:00 PM in a socially distant manner.

This process, known as the r.C.I.A., includes individuals who have never been baptized, and who have been

baptized in another Christian community, and who have been baptized as Catholic but never celebrated Eucharist

or Confirmation. Most of us know someone who has questioned something about what is it means to be Catholic. 

Those people are be waiting to be INVITED by you to take the next step in their faith. Encourage them to contact

Fr. Tom at padretom@stkenneth.org or call the Parish Office for more information. Or even better, do it for them.
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Please pray for...

Hello Saint Kenneth Family!

Even during these unusual and challenging days we can still find God’s blessings! I am excited to share that on Wednesday,

August 12th I received Candidacy! The rite of Candidacy occurs after a seminarian has completed his undergraduate studies

and has been in seminary formation for a period of time. This step towards the priesthood is a major one. This is when the

Church (both the Archdiocese of Detroit and the universal Church) publicly proclaims that they believe that I have a true

calling from God for the priesthood. Candidacy is often times compared to when a couple gets engaged. By receiving

Candidacy I am making a commitment to take my formation and my studies very seriously, and the Church commits to me

any resources that I need in order to continue on this journey. To mark this commitment, all seminarians that receive

Candidacy are allowed to wear clerical attire (a.k.a. clerics) at church functions. Although I won’t be wearing them around

Saint Kenneth since this is my home parish you may see me in them at other official functions. I again thank each and every

one of you for your continued prayers and support!  It is shocking to me that I have already completed four years at the

seminary and now I just have four more to go! A special thanks to Father Tom, Father George, and Deacon Denny for their

guidance and witness to ordained ministry. This important step towards the priesthood was

made easier because of the strong faith community of Saint Kenneth. Please know of my

prayers for all of you as you continue your journey of growing closer to Christ, and I look

forward to keeping you updated on my journey. With deep gratitude, Stephen Moening


